
RETIRED TEACHERS GATHER
Laughter, reminiscing and lots of 
information shared
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A br ig ht  f ut ur e
The end of their high school career brings a frenzy 
of activity that often finds members of the senior 
class finishing projects, preparing for exams, 
competing in a variety of sports, attending Prom, 
and spending as much time as possible with 
longtime friends. 

For the Class of 2019, the end of the year included 
many honors and awards, and we'd like to share a 
few of them with you. 

Congratulations to Valedictorian Brigham 
Anderson, Salutatorian and National Merit Finalist 
Victoria Kinnamon, and all members of the PHS 
Class of 2019. From Brigham and Tori, to all of the 
honored graduates, and to every member of this 
class, we have no doubt that your future, and 
ours, is bright. 

          RAISE VALUABLE FUNDS
Over $80,000 raised in Walkathons alone

page 5

QUAKER BRAKE FOOD TRUCK 
Taking life skills job training on the road
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Kinnamon named 
National Merit Finalist

In the first of what we hope will 
be many gatherings, Plainfield's 
retired teachers were invited to 
breakfast this spring, to catch up 
with old friends and learn the 
latest news about the schools 
where they devoted their careers. 

Nearly 50 people showed up, and 
after introductions (which 
included years, school and 
grades/subjects taught), 
Superintendent Scott Olinger 
filled them in on current school 
demographics and data, with lots 
of talk about the district 's next 
elementary school and The Imagination Lab.  

The room was filled with laughter and plenty 
of reminiscing. Old friendships were 
rekindled and plenty of funny stories were 
shared. One thing is for certain, we'll do this 
again next year. 

If you know a retired Plainfield teacher who did 
not hear about the breakfast, have them call 
the Administration Building (317-839-2578) to 
update their contact information, and we'll be 
sure they get all the details for the next 
get-together. We want to be sure we continue 
to grow this wonderful group of Quakers.  

Congratulations to Class of 2019 
graduate Victoria (Tori) Kinnamon, 
who was  named a National Merit 
Finalist. Tori, who was also the 
salutatorian of her class, is an 
outstanding student-athlete who 
plans to study biochemistry at 
Grinnell College in Iowa, where she 
will compete on their swim team. 

Pictured left to right: Dave Owens, PHS 
Director of Guidance; Jaleen Royer, 
Guidance Counselor; Tori Kinnamon, and 
Mel Siefert, PHS Principal.



Recent 
Updates
2008: Opening of 
"new" PHS

2013: Little Quakers 
Academy opened at 
Clarks Creek 

2016: Central begins 
renovations; 
Administration 
Building expansion 
begins

2017: Brentwood, 
Clarks Creek and 
PCMS get updates; 
work begins on The 
Imagination Lab

2018: Van Buren 
renovation begins

2019: PCMS begins 
major renovations; 
Guilford Elementary 
construction begins; 
PHS field turf 
replaced

Scot t  Olinger
Superintendent
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Before the school year ended, work  

began on major renovations at 

PCMS. The school, which opened in 

1958, has been home to the high 

school, the junior-senior high 

school, a centralized Kindergarten 

and a preschool since that time.

Since 2008, the building has housed 

grades six through eight. Despite 

the many  updates, students and 

teachers will quickly benefit from 

the renovations, which should be 

completed by summer of 2021. 

If you've driven past the school, you 

may have noticed the big hole that 's 

been cut in the original part of the 

building. That will become the 

school's new main entrance, 

featuring wider hallways and better 

security. All administrative offices 

will be in one area, improving 

efficiencies for students and staff. 

Another big change is that the 

current maze of hallways will be 

straightened, resulting in more of a 

grid configuration. Straighter, wider 

hallways will improve traffic flow 

and will result in better supervision. 

Another major benefit to the PCMS 

renovations? Improved learning 

spaces. Small-group collaborative 

centers will be located within core 

subject areas, and the IDEALab will 

be designed for the STEM-related 

activities that take place there.

Finally, car rider traffic patterns will  

change, signs of which are already 

noticeable. Reducing congestion on 

Stafford Road will improve safety for 

both students and cars.

The other big construction project 

has yet to become visible, but the 

pace of work might surprise you.

Guilford Elementary will open in 

August 2021, a year earlier than  

first projected. The school will be 

our fifth elementary school, which 

correlates to the growth of the 

community. And while we're 

building for today's growth, we have 

our eyes trained well into the future. 

Guilford will be built to hold six 

classrooms, each of six grades (K-5), 

although our plan is to open it with 

three or four classes per grade.

Construction will begin this fall, but 

if you drive south on Moon Road 

from Hadley Road, you'll spot the 

sign marking the 40-acre site. 

All of this is being done with virtually 

no impact on the school tax rate, 

and yet we'll see a positive effect on 

student safety and instruction.



may be inappropriate behavior, an inability to 
concentrate on schoolwork, or anxiety and 
depression.

One step we?ve taken is strengthening our 
team of counselors. First, we?ve added a 
student assistance counselor to the PCMS 
counseling team. We?ve had a professional 
social worker in that role at the high school 
for decades, and this summer we hired 
another experienced social worker (and 
Plainfield parent) to help middle school 
students and their families through difficult 
times and the unique challenges of 
adolescence.

We?ve also started sending our elementary 
home school advisors back to college to earn 
certifications in counseling, so they?re better 
equipped to meet the needs of our students 
and their families.

Finally, we?re in the early stages of a joint 
effort with the Town of Plainfield and the 
Hendricks County Courts to develop a youth 
assistance program that will reach out to help 
at-risk youths in the community. Although 
that?s technically not the school district?s 
responsibility, we know from similar 
programs that early intervention keeps kids in 
school and increases the chances they?ll 
graduate successfully.

It?s important to note none of these efforts 
involves trying to replace parents or push 
them aside. A child?s parent will always be 
their first teacher, and we will always respect 
that relationship. When we work with kids, we 
keep parents informed and involved. Our goal 
is to help children who struggle become 
better at focusing on learning. That way, we 
can support their families, so they grow into 
well-educated, emotionally healthy adults 
who are able to make the most of their lives.

The construction 
projects described in 
this issue are highly 
visible examples of how 
Plainfield Schools is 
preparing for the 
community?s needs. But 
every bit as important 
are the less visible steps 
we?ve taken in recent 
months to focus on 
helping individual 

students achieve bright futures.

Growing up isn?t an easy process, and issues 
within families can complicate that process.

That may be nothing new, but what is new is 
that we?re gaining a better understanding of 
how those challenges impact learning. As 
scientists discover more about how children?s 
brains react to stress and other problems, we 
can do a better job of helping students cope 
and teachers respond.

Many of our students contend with home 
situations that are hard for most of us to 
imagine, and the effects of those situations 
often spill over into the classroom. The result 

PLAINFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORPORATION

Scot t  Flood
President



Thank yo u pt o s!
There are many rules  
about how public schools 
can spend money (if 
you'd like to better 
understand school 
finance, call us to join  
the Allies in Education 
program this fall). 

Thankfully, public schools 
can spend money raised 
by volunteers and 
booster clubs to cover items that tax dollars 
can't be used for. And in Plainfield, those 
people, year in and year out, do amazing work 

to raise monies for band 
uniforms, computers, 
playground equipment, and 
even scholarships. 

For example, the four 
elementary PTO groups 
work together to put on a 
Walkathon that generates 
more than $80,000 each 
year. Band and choral 
boosters, the Red Pride 

Boosters and many other parent groups 
provide critical behind-the-scenes support. To 
them we say, THANK YOU! 

DID YOU KNOW?  The Red Pride Booster Club donated $56,000 to the 

PHS Athletics program this year, supporting student athletes in all sports. 
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Three years ago, violins,  
cellos and other string 
instruments became a 
familiar sight when the 
middle and high 
schools added an 
orchestra program to 
the curriculum. Teacher 
Karah Wilson split her 
time between both 
schools, amid 
expectations that the 
program would slowly gain students.

No one anticipated how quickly that growth 

would come. In fact, 
we've now added a 
second orchestra 
teacher, with Fritz Graf 
taking over the high 
school program, while 
Mrs. Wilson will focus 
on beginning orchestra 
students at PCMS.

Not only is the orchestra 
growing: so is their 

trophy collection! Our students have embraced 
the program, and their skills are reflected by the 
medals, awards and trophies they've earned in 
such a short time. And we're loving every note of 
their performances.

SWEET SOUNDS OF STRINGS FILL THE HALLS
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Quake r  Br ake  f o o d  t r uck

Racing into freezing 
water. In March. 
Pulling a jet on a hot 
summer day. Fun? 
Why, yes, if it also 
raises funds for 
Special Olympics! 

This year marked the 
second Polar Plunge 
for #QuakersPlunge, 
but was the first time high school students 
joined the fun. Choosing to run about 30 yards 
into Eagle Creek Reservoir in early March isn't 
for the weak of heart , but it 's a fun and 
important fundraiser.

In August, school administrators show their 

Chances are you may 
spot a food truck 
around town this 
summer, painted in red 
and blue with a Quaker 
mascot waving a 
spatula. If so, you've 
found the Quaker 
Brake, the latest 
approach to providing 
job training to high 
school students in the 
Life Skills program. 

The Quaker Brake is being used this summer 
as the food truck for our summer lunch 
program, which makes weekday stops at 
Gladden Farms and the Plainfield Library as 
part of a program through the USDA.

Once school is back is session, the truck will be 

staffed by students 
who are learning how 
to greet customers, 
take orders, count 
change and provide 
excellent customer 
service.

The menu will be 
limited to items that 
can be prepared and 
packaged off-site. 
Quaker Brake 

students will be happy to serve up cookies, 
popcorn or bottled water, and the menu is 
expected to grow over time.

For now, the food truck visits special events at 
Plainfield schools, and will soon visit our 
partners such as the Town of Plainfield, police 
and fire stations, and even local businesses.

strength during the Plane 
Pull (#QuakersPull), 
where they pull a FedEx 
Boeing 757 across a hot 
tarmac for pledges.

This year PCMS fielded a 
Unified Track Team, 
joining their PHS friends 
in the inclusive program 
that pairs Special 

Olympics athletes (individuals with intellectual 
disabilit ies) with students without intellectual 
disabilit ies, on competitive teams.

Supporting Special Olympics is just one way 
we model inclusion and support. And we 
pledge to continue to grow our efforts.

Quakers of all ages support Special Olympics



2020 t e ac he r  o f  t he  ye ar
Congratulations to 
Adam Ferguson, 2020 
Plainfield Teacher of 
the Year. In his sixth 
year at PHS, Adam 
teaches Dual Credit 
US History, We the 
People, CHAP (Cultural 
History of the 
American People), and 
Advanced Placement 
Government.

The Ball State University graduate holds 
degrees in History, Social Studies Education, 
and is a Summa Cum Laude graduate of the 
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With a combined 141 
years in Plainfield, 
five teachers packed 
up their classrooms 
and retired at the 
end of May.

Gail Dixon has been a 
calm, welcoming face 
to Kindergarten 
students and their 
parents for 38 years, 
most recently at Van Buren.

Jean Overpeck, Brentwood, taught Special 
Education for 18 years.

Charisse Strawn, Van Buren and formerly 
Central, filled the halls, classrooms and gyms 
with music for 24 years.

At Clarks Creek, 4th grade teacher, Student 
Council sponsor and the emcee for many 

Ball State Honors 
College. He begins work 
in July on his Master 's 
Degree in History as part 
of the ACP (Advanced 
College Project) History 
Program at IU.

Adam is very active  in 
student and staff 
activities at PHS. Most 
notable, perhaps, is his 
role as sponsor for the 

Riley Dance Marathon, which this year broke 
yet another record while raising more than 
$23,000 for Riley Hospital.

Retirees leave their mark

school functions, 
Jeff Van Paris 
retired after 31 
years in Plainfield.

PCMS phys ed 
teacher, Rob 
Rigdon (not 
pictured), retired 
after 30 years.

We take great 
pride in the outstanding teachers who work in 
Plainfield, and this group of retirees meets 
that standard. We wish them all the best in 
retirement.

Pictured: 2019 retirees include Gail Dixon, Van Buren; 
Jean Overpeck, Brentwood; Charisse Strawn, Van 
Buren; and Jeff Van Paris, Clarks Creek.



From the Legacy Foundation

For years, a Sunday afternoon in June would 
find PHS graduates gathering for the annual 
Alumni Luncheon. But this year, the event 
will coincide with Homecoming weekend.

In an effort to grow attendance and better 
serve the schedules of younger alumni, the 
committee decided to capitalize on the 
variety of events that take place over 
Homecoming Weekend, which for many 
classes includes class reunions.

Like previous years, the Alumni Lunch will 
take place in the PHS Cafeteria. Tickets will 
be $25/person. Additional donations will 
support the PHS Alumni Scholarship. 

This year, the Homecoming football game 
takes place on Friday, September 20, and 
Quaker Days, including a return to the 
Quaker Day parade on Main Street, will be 
held on Saturday. The Alumni Lunch will be 
held on Sunday, September 22. More details 
will be shared later in the summer, or by 
visiting the Legacy Foundation's website, 
pcslegacyfoundation.org. 

Please help us spread the word, especially to 
the members of the class of 1969 who will be 
honored as part of their 50th reunion. 

2019 PHS Alum ni Lunch
Sunday, September 22

PHS Cafeteria
$25/person
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