
 
                     

        July 18th, 2019 

Greetings 🙂  

 

Ms. Brandt and I attended a Fusion conference in St Louis, Missouri the last week of 

June.  The conference was excellent and gave us a better understanding of the various 

reports that accompany the assessment program.   

 

There were several takeaways with the conference, with one of them being the way that 

we view the assessment itself.  The pattern has been to assess the students and hope for 

the best and just wait until the next testing cycle, while hoping for the best again.  Last 

year, we’ve added in the student goal setting and that helped tremendously on our overall 

test but we were not doing the follow up with the information that we needed to.  This 

year, we will add in the learning continuum.   

 

     

 
   

The teachers will be able to scroll through the learning continuum for their class and 

group their students according to their needs.  This can be set up in various small skill 

groups that will target those skills and we can better gauge if the students have mastered 

those skills are not.   

 

The schedule of classes will also reflect the changes in the tiered groups as we move the 

students through our middle school.  The year I started, all of the students were placed in 



Read 180 and Math 180.  Last year, I tiered the classes out and placed students into either 

a Do The Math, which is the level for your most at risk students.  The next group up is 

the Math 180, which comprised of the majority of our students and the only on grade 

level math that we had was either a pre-algebra or algebra for our 7th and 8th grade 

students.  This year we will be adding in an on grade level 7th and 8th grade math class 

and also a ‘transitional math,’ for the students that are also in Math 180.  What we found 

is that the students that are in the Math 180 are missing out on key concepts needed to 

help the students be successful in the high school.  With the combination of the Math 180 

and the transitional math, the students will be getting those foundational concepts that the 

students have missed in their previous learning; while acquiring skills that they need for 

on grade level math.   

 

The second conference that we went to in Denver was called The High Reliability 

Schools Summit.  This is put on by the Bob Marzano resource group and is a culmination 

of best practices to ensure that your school is becoming the best that it can be.  As a 

principal, I’ve worked in tribal schools where we’ve always used the indicators that make 

up a well performing school.  The High Reliability Schools concept has leveled out those 

indicators, so that you are concentrating on specific indicators in year 1, 2, and 3.   

 

There were several concepts within this summit that reinforced things that I’ve known 

and things that I’ve wanted to become better at, one of them being the classroom 

walkthroughs and supporting teachers to be more effective.  One of the book studies that 

I plan on doing with my staff is The New Art and Science of Teaching by Robert 

Marzano.   
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Middle School Principal  

  

 

 

 

 

 


