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Crow-Applegate-Lorane Schools Gets Offer of $4 Million in Matching Grants for School Facilities 
Improvements; Board to Consider Bond Measure for Local Match 
 
Crow-Applegate-Lorane School District has the opportunity to receive $4 million in grants from the 
State of Oregon -- if local taxpayers will put up the first $4 million. On Thursday, the School Board 
will make a formal decision whether to proceed to the ballot for a $4 million bond issue. If the 
Board votes ‘yes’, district voters will decide in November whether to issue bonds to fund the first $4 
million locally. That local funding is the state’s requirement in order to release the matching $4 
million. If the voters do not approve the measure, State grant funds will be diverted to another 
district. 
 
This spring the district completed a year-long school facilities planning effort, and $8 million will 
help it make a significant dent in a list of safety, accessibility and security improvements, plus allow 
for a remodel that will allocate space for vocational training and establish a STEM wing to the high 
school.  
 
“We will be able to get $8 million of work done at a cost to our local taxpayers of $4 million. It’s a 
buy one, get one deal,” summarizes Superintendent Aaron Brown.  
 
The School Board meeting is Thursday, July 28 at 7 pm at Applegate Elementary. The topic is 
unlikely to come as a surprise to the community: The district held a series of public sessions and 
open houses about its facilities planning and even discussed the possibility of a bond measure.  
 
The resolution that the Board will consider on Thursday specifies the work that would be 
completed using the $8 million. It includes: replacing major mechanical systems at Applegate 
Elementary and Crow Middle/High Schools; replacing all exterior doors at both schools; 
remodeling the entries at both schools to improve security; reconfiguring and remodeling the 
elementary school to optimize space; and adding vocational facilities and a STEM wing to the 
middle/high school. Both schools would also receive accessibility improvements. Full details are 
available on the district website: www.cal.k12.or.us. 
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Matching Grants Offered – Page 2 
 
“We have about $4 million of safety, security and mechanical systems work that absolutely needs 
to be done, and that we will eventually need to ask residents for help with regardless of the 
availability of state funds,” says Brown. “The matching grants will allow us to get it done sooner, to 
double our money and make some additional improvements that will help the district continue to 
improve students’ success. It’s an opportunity to really move us forward.” 
 
If the Board approves the resolution, those in the CAL district will vote on whether to approve a 
ballot measure that would raise $4 million through the issuance of bonds. Local property owners 
are projected to pay $0.95 per $1,000 of assessed property value. That translates to approximately 
$237.50/year for a house assessed at $250,000.  
 
The Oregon School Capital Improvement Matching program (OSCIM) grants were authorized in 
July 2015 through Oregon SB 447 in order to encourage local school districts to make 
improvements to aging facilities. The program is administered by the Oregon Department of 
Education, Office of School Facilities. Grants are awarded through a combination of priority based 
on district economics, or through a lottery. If the Board decides to forego a request for approval to 
issue bonds, it will lose access to the OSCIM funds in this round.  
 
“We think we have the community support that’s needed to pass a bond,” says Board Chair Jeff 
Ramp. “In public meetings and during our open houses, response has been good and supportive, 
even when we’ve been specific about the impact to taxes. We have a long history of support from 
our community. Residents have always valued education, and we’re grateful for that.” 
 
Crow-Applegate-Lorane School District #66 serves the rural area west and south of the Eugene-
Springfield metro area, including the communities of Crow, Applegate and Lorane. Its 270 students 
attend Applegate Elementary and Crow Middle School/High School. The elementary school was 
built in 1954 and was originally intended to serve all grades. In 1967 the community built what is 
now a combined middle/high school.   
 
Full details, including schematics and the 10-Year Master Plan that was recently approved by the 
board, are available on the district website at www.cal.k12.or.us. 
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