
Regular Board of Education Meeting – Approved Minutes 
April 3, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 
Town Hall Meeting Room 
 
Present Board Members: Jenny Emery, Mark Fiorentino (via telephone), Melissa Migliaccio, Sarah 
Thrall, Brandon Webster, and Dwaritha Ramesh and Maddy Wilson (Student Representatives). 
 
Absent Board Members:  Lynn Guelzow and Rosemarie Weber 
 
Melissa Migliaccio called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
I. Administrative Reports 
I.A. Superintendent's Announcements    
 The district just received recognition from the National Association of Music Merchants 

(NAMM) for the 2019 Best Communities in Music Award. This is the first time Granby received 
this award and it is a testament to the GEF for their contributions to the strings program and to 
the arts. program in general. Congratulations to music and art teachers throughout the district. 

 The public hearing on solar was held last Wednesday. Approximately 20 residents were 
present. Thank you to Melissa Migliaccio for presenting and to Anna Robbins and consultants 
from Celtic Energy and Silver/Petrucelli for being present to field questions. 

 Northeast Collaborative Architects continues to refine the feasibility study for the high school 
on the proposed renovations. Dr. Addley stated he is excited to share them once finalized. 

 Dr. Addley will present the FY20 Budget to the MS/HS PAC tomorrow, 7 p.m., Chorus Room. 
 The Board of Selectmen adopted 3 projects (bridges, school infrastructure and solar) to go 

forward to referendum as 3 separate questions. 
 Congratulations to Ana Bourque and Eva Pockoski for receiving the CAS Art Awards this week. 
 SAT Day at the high school went well last week. The state attended watching how the tests 

were administered. 
 Congratulations to the Granby Grunts Robotics Team for doing well at their tournament in 

Rhode Island last weekend. 
 Congratulations to 5th grade students Tylonn Harold, Nicholas Lopriore, Melia Ferrer, 

Mackenzie Boyd, Deron Daley, Amelia Hosack, Rachel Enhrenworth, and Declan Gilmore who 
participated in the CT Council of Language Teachers Rhyme Celebration last week.  

 The town budget hearing will be held this Monday to hear the budget and have a discussion 
prior to the vote. 

 The budget edition of the Vision will arrive in mailboxes this week. 
 A new after-school security monitor was just hired (this position was in the FY19 budget) but 

here have been challenges in hiring this position. It is contracted out with SSC, Inc. and 
coverage is between the hours of 2 and 10 p.m.  

 The Wells Road Drama performed School House Rock Live! and will form again on Thursday. 
 5th graders presented their capstone projects last week. On Monday, administrators took 

samples of the projects and came up with commendations/recommendations going forward. 
 Conferences went well this year and evening conferences were well attended. 
 Visitors from Germany were here yesterday to see the enrichment program at the middle 

school. They are looking to adopt this type of model. 
 The next UPSEU negotiation meeting will be held on April 16th at 5:30 p.m. 
 Kindergarten registration is at 99 with 100 projected.  
 No news on a Granby/Canton Football team. 
 Thank you to Jenny for volunteering to be on the Wells Road Principal Search Committee. 

There are 12 members on the committee. Hope to bring a candidate to the Board on May 15th. 



I.B. Student Representative Reports 
 Girls tennis won today 4-3 and boys tennis won 5-2. 
 Granby Grunts have been doing well. At the last competition in Rhode Island they were the 4th 

seed alliance captains and 6th in the qualification matches. The team also won the team spirit 
award. Dwaritha was the Dean’s List Finalist which Granby has never received before. The next 
competition is in Hartford this weekend at Hartford Public High School. The team is hoping to 
get to Boston this year. 

 Grease was a big success March 15-17 with sold out crowds on Friday and Saturday and a great 
crowd at the Sunday matinee. 

 The NHS Empty Bowls Fundraiser was also a big success last weekend. 
 The French/Spanish Exchange trips left today and will return on April 15th.  
 Sports have been doing well. Boys’ lacrosse, baseball, softball, and track won today.   
 During Advisory seniors who are 18, or will be 18 by the next election, registered to vote. 
 Last week SATs were given and there were two half days for conferences. 
 

I.C. Teaching & Learning  
Mr. Jeff Stanwood, Business Teacher at the High School, presented information on internships and 
mentoring programs to the Board and how students are prepared to be college and career ready.  
Mr. Stanwood also teaches Personal Finance and shared a slide with the Board regarding the rising 
cost in college tuition and fees since 1980. He stated the most popular program in his department is 
Job Shadow Day and stated he would like to expand it. He spoke about the Junior Achievement 
relationship which has broadened the program for career exploration and job shadow field trips. 
The mentoring program consists of the ACE (Architecture, Construction and Engineering) Program 
where students compete on an Enfield team as well as Ensign-Bickford Aerospace & Defense. Mr. 
Stanwood discussed other mentoring opportunities at the high school, such as, DECA; the senior 
capstone project where students have to interview an expert in the field of their project; the 
introduction to business class project where students go into the community and interview 
business owners; and, practical art courses (business, F&CS and technology). Dwaritha Ramesh 
shared her opportunity at Ensign Bickford with a group of students to design and engineer a piston 
actuator that could operate in space with specifications given by the customer. Nondestructive 
testing was done and actual testing of the product by putting it into a testing environment. 
Dwaritha stated she was happy to learn and understand the engineering process by meeting with a 
variety of engineers. Ensign Bickford told the students they had never seen their design before and 
that it was very creative and interesting to see that high school students created it.  
 

II. Public Comment 
There were no public comments this evening. 
 

III. Consent Agenda  
III.A. Minutes 
A motion was made by Jenny Emery and seconded by Sarah Thrall to adopt the consent agenda.  
This motion passed unanimously at 7:48 p.m. (Sarah Thrall abstained from all except budget vote).  

IV. Old Business 
IV.A. FY20 Budget and Large Capital Project Update  
Melissa Migliaccio thanked Mark Fiorentino for presenting at the Board of Selectmen (BOS) meeting 
on Monday evening.  Except for paving, the press box and deferring HVAC systems at the 
elementary level, the BOS decided to separate the questions into three separate questions: bridges, 
school improvement projects and the solar project. Dr. Addley stated the 4.99% BOE budget is 
moving forward to the town meeting and vote. Jenny Emery noted the cost of the middle school 
roof gutters was added into the projects as opposed to getting added to the small capital budget.  



IV.B. Three-Board Statement of Intent  
The Board considered the proposal by the Capital Program Priority Advisory Committee to sign a 
Statement of Intent limiting future increases to the mill rate. A motion was made by Mark 
Fiorentino and seconded by Sarah Thrall that the Granby Board of Education approve the proposed 
Statement of Intent by the Capital Program Priority Advisory Committee. Melissa Migliaccio 
commented and expressed her disappointment that the BOS has decided to separate the package 
into three questions stating she has lived in Granby for 15 years and large capital projects are 
normally presented as a bond package. She stated the last bond referendum was in around 2011 
and the athletic fields and electronics lab were put in a bundle with the Evonsion farm purchase. 
The BOS made a decision and she respects their authority to do so. The Statement of Intent touches 
on everything the BOE is already doing by economizing and doing what is necessary for our 
students while being mindful of taxpayer impact. The solar project will be a green project and save 
money for the schools and is a win-win. Ms. Migliaccio stated she will sign the Statement of Intent to 
reinforce her commitment to responsible spending in government. Jenny Emery expressed her 
disagreement with the need for a Statement of Intent simply because it has been done in the past. 
She noted it references a Memorandum of Understanding, approved unanimously by CPPAC, which 
put forward the "package" of projects, which the BOS has now determined will be presented to 
voters as three separate decisions. She said that both school projects directly impact our ability to 
achieve the lowest possible annual operating expense in future years, to which the Statement of 
Intent speaks, and yet one or both may not be approved. However, because she also believes the 
Statement does not in fact hold us to any future financial actions except to use our best judgement, 
and getting the referendum questions passed is the number one issue, she will vote yes. Mark 
Fiorentino stated he is comfortable with the Statement of Intent as he also feels the BOE already 
practices what is in it.  Dr. Addley recognized CPPAC, BOS and BOF and stated the two projects are 
what the students and community need. With the modifications made, the gross costs came down 
$185K and the net came down $335K.  This motion passed unanimously at 8:00 p.m. 
 
V. New Business 
V.A. Graduation Date/2020-2021 Draft School Calendar  
The Board considered the approval of the date for graduation as Friday, June 14, 2019. A motion 
was made by Sarah Thrall and seconded by Melissa Migliaccio that the Granby Board of Education 
approve Friday, June 14, 2019 as the date for graduation. This motion passed unanimously at 8:01 
p.m. The Board also considered the approval of the draft 2020-2021 school calendar. A motion was 
made by Melissa Migliaccio and seconded by Jenny Emery that the Granby Board of Education 
approve the 2020-2021 school calendar. Dr. Addley stated this will be the third year following the 
regional calendar in starting school early. This motion passed unanimously at 8:03 p.m. 
 
VI. Miscellaneous  
VI.A. Board Standing Committee Reports 
VI.A.1. Curriculum/Policy/Technology/Communication 
This Subcommittee met this evening. Sarah Thrall reported the Assistant Superintendent’s Report 
was reviewed as follows:  Summer work will incorporate a new software platform called Eduplanet; 
PLC and Pre-AP will be a focus for professional development next year; walkthroughs were held at 
the middle school and high school; professional develop on civil discourse was held in March and 
10 faculty members attended; teacher recruiting is ongoing with fairs and lots of applications 
coming in; NAMM recognized Granby for a music award; continued work with the CT Center for 
School Change; the Start Time Study Taskforce will have two recommendations coming forward at 
the next Board meeting or shortly thereafter; reviewed the accountability index rating – good news 
up 3 points from last year; and, communication on the upcoming FY20 budget vote.  
 
 



VI.A.2. Finance/Personnel/Facilities 
This subcommittee has not met. 
 
VI.B. Other Board-Related Reports 
VI.B.1. CREC/CABE 
CREC Council has not met since the last meeting.  With regard to CABE, Melissa Migliaccio stated the 
legislature did not pass the bill to redistrict districts around probate districts, i.e., where Granby 
would be a school district with Simsbury/Avon/Canton.  Jenny Emery also stated shifting the 
teacher pension costs did not make it out of committee at the state level.   
 
VI.B.2. Granby Education Foundation 
Melissa Migliaccio stated she will sponsor a team for the GranBee, Mark Fiorentino is sponsoring 
two teams and Jenny Emery will also sponsor one team.  Jenny stated the Granby Ambulance 
Association will serve as judges this year.  Ms. Emery stated there was a grant meeting today and 
there is still money in this year’s grant budget if someone from the school system would like to 
apply for a grant. 
 
VI.B.3. Start Time Study 
In Lynn Guelzow’s absence, Melissa Migliaccio reported the Start Time Study Taskforce will report 
their recommendations potentially at the next meeting on April 17th. 
 
VI.C. Calendar of Events 
Dwaritha Ramesh reported Granby’s Got Talent has been moved to Sunday, May 12th.  
 
VI.D. Board Member Announcements 
Melissa Migliaccio stated she and Sarah Thrall have changed roles in their professional careers.  
Sarah is the Executive Director for Rebuilding Hartford and she has accepted a position in the 
private sector in health care.  She stated Mark Fiorentino will present the BOE budget at the Town 
Meeting on April 8th.   
Jenny Emery congratulated Christopher Tranberg on the recent music award and thanked him for 
his work and passion for the arts in Granby.  

VI.E. Action Items 
There were no action items this evening. 
 
VII. Executive Session/Non-Meeting 
A motion was made by Melissa Migliaccio and seconded by Jenny Emery to enter into a brief 
Executive Session to discuss retaining legal counsel.  This motion passed unanimously at 8:16 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Powell 
Board Recorder 


