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This month we will take a look at Senate Bill 346.  
Gov. Mary Fallin signed this bill (referred to as the 
“law to end social promotion”) into law last May.   
 
As a result, Oklahoma now requires students that 
entered the first grade this year to master grade-
appropriate reading skills by the end of third grade 
in order to be promoted to the fourth grade.  The 
mandate directs schools to identify reading 
deficiency’s early and if necessary to retain 
students before they reach the third grade. 

School districts are now required to notify parents 
that their child has a reading deficiency and that the 
student would be held back if the deficiency is not 
improved. Public schools would be required to 
develop a plan to work with parents to help their 
child read. 

The law does state that no student can be held 
back more than twice; a student held back twice 
and still found to lack necessary reading skills at 
the end of the third grade would be promoted to the 
fourth grade but would receive additional reading 
assistance. 

The bill also comes with an extensive list of 
measures that schools must take to get failing 
students back on grade level before the end of the 
year so they won't be held back, and a number of 
practices the next year to make certain they aren't 
held back again. 

Cont. Col 2 

From my view, the law has good points and some 
that concern me.  Regardless, it is something that 
everyone should know about.  Now more than ever, 
it is crucial that parents and schools work together 
to insure all children achieve adequate academic 
success.   
 

Parent Power 
 
There are many ways you can support your child’s 
learning and school.  Here are a few ideas:   
 
Spend a few minutes every evening looking over 
handouts your youngster brings home.  Fill out forms to 
return the next day. 
 
Tell your child’s teachers if you can help them out at 
school or home. 
 
Make sure teachers know you appreciate their efforts.  
From time to time, send a thank‐you note or an email. 
 
Contact your youngster’s teacher immediately if you see a 
problem.  Working together will help your child succeed. 
 
Attend conferences, parent meetings and school events 
regularly. 

Many would agree reading is the most important 
subject in school.  If your child is a struggling 
reader, it is important they get as much help as 
possible here at school and at home.  If you feel, 
there is something that we can do more to help 
your child, please give your child’s teacher a call or 
myself as soon as possible to discuss this matter 
further.  If necessary, we can set up a meeting to 
look at a plan to insure your child’s reading 
improves.  Our number is 918-675-4336.  



Red Wheel Fundraiser Begins-  Thursday, 
March 1   
 
Kindergarten Field Trip to Jenks Aquarium-  
Friday, March 2, Leave: 8:00AM Return: 
2:45PM  
 
End of 3rd Quarter-  Friday, March 2. 
 
Grade Cards Go Out-  Tuesday, March 6. 
 
5th Grade Trip-  Tuesday, March 6.  Career 
Tech, Afton 
 
Rise and Shine Assembly-  Monday, March 12. 
 
AR Reward Assembly-  Tuesay, March 13 at 
1:45PM in the gym. 
 
Red Wheel Ends-  Wednesday, March 14. 
 
Professional Day-  Friday, March 16.  No 
School. 
 
Spring Break-  March 19-23. 
 
Red Wheel Delivery-  Thursday, March 29.   
3:00PM to 6:00PM in the gym. 
 
No School-  Friday, April 6. 
 
Rise and Shine Assembly-  Monday, April 9. 
 
Progress Report-  Tuesday, April 10. 
 
CRT (State Testing) Begins-  April 10.  
Includes grades 3, 4 & 5. 
 
Pre-Kindergarten Trip-  Steven Fite Thursday, 
April 19 in Bartlesville.  Leave 7:15AM Return: 
3:00PM 
 
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Screening-  
April 30 and May 1.  Please call after Spring 
Break to make an appointment.   

Would you like your child to be more responsible, 
hardworking and persistent?  Here are ideas for 
working as a family to help your youngster develop 
these important traits. 
 
A group approach-  Thinking of herself as a “team 
player” can encourage your child to be responsible.  
Explain that your family operates as a team.  
Everyone must play a part to get things done.  
Example:  You take her shopping for her clothes and 
sports equipment.  She chooses her outfit each 
morning and keeps track of her bat and glove. 
 
Hard workers wanted-  Your youngster probably has 
regular chores to do.  You can motivate her to work 
extra hard by placing “want ads” on the refrigerator.  
Choose a challenging job, and offer a benefit.  
Example:  Wanted- a hardworking family member to 
clean out a corner of the basement.  Reward—a 
place for your child and her friends to play.   
 
Sticking it out-  Working toward small goals can 
make it easier to complete a big task.  Perhaps your 
family room needs a fresh coat of paint.  Write down 
steps (move furniture and lay down drop cloths, 
prepare walls, roll paint on walls, paint trim).  Tell 
your child you’ll take a fun break after each step is 
done (go to the playground or take a bike ride). 
 
 
 
 
Regular at endance in elementary st chool sets up a 
good pattern for your youngster’s entire school 
career.  Show your child that school comes first by 
trying to keep days off for illnesses and family 
emergencies.  Also, schedule routine doctor and 
dentist appointments for after school or over school 
breaks when possible. 

 

Wishing you and your family a 
safe and enjoyable 
Spring Break! 

 
 

 

Pitching  

Be  there!  
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