
                        Lessons Only A 
                                            Parent Can 
                                         Teach His or Her 
                                                  Child 
 
       Giving your child a 
                                                    good start in school is 
very important; a solid start is the foundation for 
success in his or her secondary education (K-12). 
 
You are a very important influence in the early years of 
your child’s life.  In fact, you are your child’s first and 
most important teacher.  And once your child starts 
school, your role as a teacher becomes more important 
than ever! 
 
Lessons only a parent can teach his or her child, 
Like How To: 
• Stay Healthy 
• Get Enough Sleep 
• Eat the Right Kind of Food 
• Get to School Every Day on Time 
 
These lessons will affect how well your child does in 
school.  Both your child and his or her teachers need 
the kind of help that only you can give.  When there is a 
good connection between parents and the school, 
everyone will benefit. 
 
There are things that you as a parent can do to help the 
educational process and make the job of a teacher a 
little better: 
 
• Maintain a working relationship with your child’s 

teacher(s) 
• Attend, when possible, parent-teacher conferences, 

PFC meetings and school activities in which your 
child is participating 

• Show your child that you value education in general, 
talk about the importance of being educated 

• Encourage your child to do his or her best 
• Learn your child’s strengths 
• Show pleasure in his/her accomplishments 
• Understand the school rules and policies 
• Provide a place and time for your child to study and 

read 
• Ensure that your child gets exercise and nutritious 

food 
• Make sure your child has time to play, it is the work 

of children  
 
Gaining a solid foundation in elementary and middle 
school will only help children succeed as they proceed 
through school and prepare for higher education and a 
career. 

 

 

GOOD STUFF 
 

There is no such thing in anyone’s life 
as an unimportant day. 

--Alexander Woollcott 
 

A Smile is Contagious; 
Be a carrier. 

 
Parents need to fill a child’s bucket of 
self-esteem so high that the rest of the 
world can’t poke enough holes in it to 

drain it dry. 
--Alvin Price 

 
If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a 

door. 
 

You can either complain that the rose 
bushes have thorns –or rejoice that 

thorn bushes have roses. 
 

One of the secrets of life is to make 
stepping stones out of stumbling 

blocks. 
--Jack Penn 

 
Truths Children Have Learned 

No matter how hard you try, you can’t 
baptize cats. 

 
When your Mom is mad at your Dad, 

don’t let her brush your hair. 
 

You can’t trust dogs to watch your 
food. 

 
You can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a 

glass of milk. 
 

Puppies still have bad breath even 
after eating a Tic-Tac. 

 



 

 

Snow, snow and more snow…If you’re like me, 
enough is enough!  With more icy 
weather in the forecast it is hard to 
say just how many days we will  
end up being out of school. 
 
As of now, we will continue to  
follow our school calendar making  
up days missed as indicated.  If you need a copy 
of our District Calendar, simply go to:  
http://www.commercetigers.net/districtcalendar.html. 
We also have this years’ calendar printed on the 
back of your Parent-Student Handbook.  If you 
need a copy of our calendar, simply stop by our 
office or request one be sent home with your 
child by contacting their classroom teacher.  Our 
first make-up day will be Friday, February 11.   
 
Thanks to a couple of our outstanding parent 
volunteers we have begun to collect “Box Tops” 
at our school.  All students are encouraged to 
bring BT to school, the teachers will organize and 
turn them in during our Rise and Shine Assembly 
and our Parent Volunteers, Jerrie Berry and Misty 
Rhinehart will bundle and mail  
the BT off.  If you would like to  
help, please give me a call  
675-4336.  The process will  
only occur once per month and  
should not take much time to complete. 

A note from: 

Mr. Wade 
Elementary Principal 

 
       Valentine’s Day-  Monday, February 
                                14. 
 
        Book Fair Begins-  Monday, February  
        15th through the 21st. 
  
                                Parent-Teacher Conferences-  
                                Thursday, February 17 and Tuesday, 
                                February 22.  3:30 PM – 7:00 PM 
 
NO SCHOOL-  Friday, February 18. 
 
President’s Day-  Monday, March 21. 
 
Fifth Grade Writing Test-  Wednesday, February 23. 
 
End of 3rd Quarter-  Thursday, March 10. 
 
Grade Cards Out-  Thursday, March 10. 
 
Spring Break-  March 14-18 

Alexander Elementary 
 

Parents Make A Difference! 
Vol. 13  No. 6  February 2011 

“Our first 
make-up snow 
day will be 
Friday, 
February 11.” 

The class that collects the most BT will get a 
special prize.  For more details about “Box Tops 
for Education” go to:  http://www.boxtops4education.com/.  
Here you can find our school, monitor progress 
and show your support.  

 

 

Ooey Gooey 
 
Call it slime or call it quicksand—this stuff is fun!  Kids can 
make it all by themselves and they will learn a science 
lesson in the process.  You’ll need:  measuring cups, pan, 
cornstarch, food coloring and water. 
 
Here’s how:  Let your youngster measure 1 cup of 
cornstarch into a pan and add a few drops of food coloring.  
Have him slowly pour in about ½ cup of water and mix with 
his fingers until the cornstarch is wet.  What happens?  As 
your child squeezes the mixture through his fingers, it will 
change from a liquid to solid and back to liquid again.  
Why?  This experiment demonstrates “suspension.”  You 
can explain that parts of the cornstarch are temporarily 
mixed with—or suspended in—the water.  The particles are 
then separated again by a process called filtering. 


