
MINUTES OF SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
November 27, 2018 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Fairmont Area Schools Board of Education was held on 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall.  Members in attendance were 
Rufus Rodriguez, Nicole Green, Del Ellis, Julie Laue, Dan Brookens, and Danielle 
Schutz. 
 
A motion was offered by Del Ellis, seconded by Nicole Green, and carried to 
unanimously approve the November 13, 2018 school board meeting minutes. 
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Julie Laue and carried to 
unanimously approve the November 27, 2018 school board meeting agenda. 
 
Kari Duehlmeyer is a kindergarten teacher who is serving this year as a Teacher on 
Special Assignment (TOSA) to oversee the elementary science curriculum.  Ms. 
Duehlmeyer’s initial responsibilities were to order and organize the materials for  
Mystery Science, an online curriculum for grades K-4.   The focus of Mystery Science is 
“curiosity.” Grade 5 is not participating this year because the MCA’s for that grade level 
are still MN Standards based.  Another TOSA responsibility was to create a STEM room 
where students are able to participate in activities that require decision-making and 
teamwork.  Ms. Duehlmeyer has also incorporated into the curriculum regular coding 
classes for grades K-2.   She offers an afterschool Coding Club for students in grades 
3-5 in which 40 students participate.   Ms. Duehlmeyer’s TOSA role also requires her to 
participate in the high school science PLC to ensure appropriate science modeling 
between the elementary and high school.    
 
In his superintendent’s report, Mr. Brown provided an enrollment update, indicating that 
enrollment has decreased 48 students from this time last year.  
 
A resolution was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Nicole Green, and adopted on 
a unanimous roll call vote to accept a $75 donation from Larry & Lillian Peterson for the 
Fairmont Elementary School Elf Shop. 
 
A resolution was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Del Ellis, and adopted on a 
unanimous roll call vote to accept a donation of $2,150 from the Fairmont 3M 
Foundation for junior high robotics. 
 
A resolution was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Julie Laue, and adopted on a 
unanimous roll call vote to accept a donation of 24 headphone sets for Fairmont 
Elementary (a value of $237) from Early Riser Kiwanis and Walmart. 
 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Del Ellis and carried to unanimously 
approve the wire transfers for 11/9/18 – 11/20/18 and payment of the November 27, 
2018 bills. 



 
A motion was offered by Danielle Schutz, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve canceling the December 25, 2018 school board meeting. 
 
A motion was offered by Del Ellis, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve allocation of the PIE / Hunt grants for the 2018-19 school year. 
 
A motion was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve holding a public hearing on December 11, 2018 to inform the 
community about a proposed tax abatement.  The hearing will be held at City Hall at 
approximately 6:15 p.m., immediately following the District’s tax levy hearing. 
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Julie Laue and carried to 
unanimously approve the employment of Becky Tow as a medical careers instructor for 
one class period per day, 2nd semester, effective January 21, 2019 at a salary of BA, 
Step 1. 
 
Board members reported on the following:  Board / 6th grade student lunch of 11/14; 
Curriculum Committee Meeting of 11/16; Southern Plains Board Meeting of 11/26. 
 
On behalf of the Board and superintendent Brown, Nicole Green offered a very sincere 
thanks to Del Ellis and Danielle Schutz for their time served as a school board member.  
This was Del and Danielle’s final board meeting. 
 
A motion was offered by Del Ellis, seconded by Dan Brookens, and carried to 
unanimously approve adjourning the meeting at 5:47 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Julie Laue, Treasurer 

 
 
 
 


