
MINUTES OF SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
April 9, 2019 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Fairmont Area Schools Board of Education was held on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall.  Members in attendance were Rufus 
Rodriguez, Nicole Green, Dan Brookens, Julie Laue, Mari Myren, and Mike Edman. 
 
A motion was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Mari Myren, and carried to 
unanimously approve the March 26, 2019 school board meeting minutes. 
 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Mari Myren and carried to 
unanimously approve the April 9, 2019 school board meeting agenda as amended. 
 
Elementary band teacher, Kim Breamer, and orchestra teacher, Katie Koenning, 
attended the meeting with 6th grader student Andrew Haugen.  Andrew demonstrated 
the great sounds of two new instruments, a bass and a baritone, which were purchased 
with funds from a $50,000 Schmeeckle grant.  These were just two of many new 
instruments purchased for the elementary band and orchestra programs.   
 
Jodi Kristenson, instructional coach, reviewed progress the District made with the goals 
set forth in the 2017-2018 World’s Best Workforce plan.  She reported that two of the 
goals were met. One was a goal to ensure kindergarten readiness and the other was 
ensuring grade level literacy in third grade.  A third goal regarding our high school 
graduation rate is on track to be achieved, however, final information from the state is 
still pending.  The fourth goal dealing with closing achievement gaps among socio-
economic groups was not met.    
 
Ms. Kristenson also provided a new North Star Report which compares Fairmont’s 
student achievement and growth to the state averages in the areas of math, reading, 
and ELL.   Fairmont’s numbers exceed the state averages in all areas.   
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 Superintendent Brown shared a student enrollment update, noting that enrollment is 

stable since the start of the school year.  The District is up 24 students at Fairmont 
Elementary and down 25 students at the high school. 

 Mr. Brown indicated that he’ll be working with the Staff Welfare Committee to make a 
final decision on how many instructional snow days will be waived for the 18-19 
school year.   He reminded board members that by law all contracted employees, 
including food service, bus drivers, and teacher aides, will need to be paid full daily 
wages for any days that the District waives. 

 Mr. Brown was contacted by the Commissioner of Education, Mary Kathryn Rickert, 
asking that a school tour and media session be scheduled in Fairmont on Monday, 
April 15.  Mr. Brown intends to provide Commissioner Rickert with a tour of the early 
childhood classrooms at the elementary and the vocational wing at the high school.  

 



Chris Muhvich, the District’s new business manager, reviewed bills and wire transfers. 
 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Mari Myren and carried to 
unanimously approve the March 31, 2019 single checks, wire transfers for 3/21/19 – 
4/4/19 and payment of the April 9, 2019 bills. 
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Julie Laue and carried to approve 
revisions made to Policy 516:  Student Medications at School. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Nicole Green, and carried to 
unanimously approve amending the foregoing motion to amend Policy 516 language 
(Section II – Medical Cannabis as School) by deleting the words, “At this time.”   
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Mari Myren, and carried to 
unanimously approve amended revisions to Policy 709:  School Transportation Safety. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Nicole Green, and carried to 
unanimously approve amending the foregoing motion to amend Policy 709 language 
(Section IV – Class II Offenses, #13) to read “Spitting on or directly at an individual or 
on the bus.”  
 
Policies 417, Chemical Use, and 419, Tobacco Free Environment, were tabled and will 
be taken back to the Policy Committee for further review. 
 
A resolution was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Nicole Green, and adopted on a 
unanimous roll call vote to terminate the 2018-19 teaching contract for Becky Tow and 
to not renew the contract for 2019-20. 
 
A resolution was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Nicole Green, and adopted on a 
unanimous roll call vote to terminate the 2018-19 teaching contract for Jessica Carson 
and to not renew the contract for 2019-20. 
 
A resolution was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Nicole Green to terminate the 
2018-19 teaching contract for Megan Potthoff and to not renew the contract for 2019-20.  
Aye votes were cast by Rufus Rodriguez, Nicole Green, Julie Laue, Dan Brookens, and 
Mari Myren.  Mike Edman abstained. 
 
Board members reported on the following:  Board / HS Parent Advisory Council Meeting 
of 4/3; Board / HS Student Breakfast of 4/5. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Dan Brookens, and carried to 
unanimously approved adjourning the school board meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Dan Brookens, Clerk 

 


