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Independent School District No. 2752 
Fairmont Area Schools 

Fairmont, MN 
POLICY 538 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS  
    
Adopted:  April 22, 2014  
Reviewed:  December 13, 2016 

 

I. Introduction 

Fairmont Area Schools recognizes the value of student exchange programs and the hosting of 
qualified foreign students. The High School Principal, along with the Foreign Student Advisor, 
develop procedures for the review and approval of requests for admission by foreign exchange 
students through an approved agency. These procedures shall ensure that the admission of 
foreign exchange students does not adversely impact the instruction program of the school.  

Fairmont Area Schools accepts foreign exchange students based on established policy and 
procedure that dictate acceptance requirements for both students and sponsoring 
organizations/individuals.  

The guidelines have been updated beginning with the 2014-2015 school year. If you are 
considering serving as a host family for a foreign exchange student, a copy of Policy #538, 
Foreign Exchange Students is available from the High School Principal, the counseling office or by 
contacting the Foreign Student Advisor.  

II. Purpose 
 

These guidelines and procedures are established to promote beneficial cultural exchanges and to 
ensure that foreign exchange students in Fairmont Area Schools adhere to local expectations. 
 
III. Governance 

The Council on Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET) was established for the 
purpose of implementing standards for international exchange and travel programs. These 
standards and the Council’s Advisory List of International Educational Travel and Exchange 
Programs provide school personnel, parents and others with valuable resources. 

IV. Sponsoring Organization Responsibilities 

A. The sponsoring organization’s responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 

1. Selecting foreign exchange students who meet all Fairmont Area Schools criteria, 
including English language proficiency.  

2. Selecting foreign exchange students who demonstrate maturity and good character. 

3. Selecting qualified and appropriate host families who reside within the boundaries of the 
Fairmont School District. 

4. Providing all required placement information and updating information in the event 
inaccuracies are discovered or changes occur. 
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5. Providing local representatives to coordinate, supervise, and monitor placement and 
progress of exchange students. 

6. Providing on-going supervision of foreign exchange students and accepting 
responsibility for foreign exchange students outside of Fairmont Areas Schools’ 
programs. 

7. Verifying that adequate financial resources are available to each foreign exchange 
student to cover all financial responsibilities associated with Fairmont Area Schools’ 
programs.  

8. Maintaining continuous contact with Fairmont Area Schools and assisting with any 
problem(s) that may affect a foreign exchange student’s participation in school 
programs. 

9. Complying with all deadlines contained in this policy. 

10. Providing statistics regarding the organization's sponsored students during the previous 
school year, such as the number of students completing their academic year in the 
United States, the number returning home prior to completion, the academic 
performance of the sponsored students, etc. 

B. Sponsoring organizations will screen all foreign exchange students for English competence 
and academic ability to effectively participate in the regular programs of Fairmont Area 
Schools. When a student is determined to be deficient in English language proficiency, 
after enrollment, the sponsoring organization will be required to: 

a. terminate the student’s enrollment; or 
b. provide and pay for tutorial help until the student reaches proficiency as determined 

by Fairmont Area Schools. 
 

C. All requests for foreign exchange admission must be received by April 30 for the upcoming 
school year in order to be considered. Sponsoring organizations must have prior approval 
from the High School Principal before bringing a foreign exchange student to Fairmont High 
School. 

V. School District Responsibilities 

A. If Fairmont Area Schools determines a sponsoring organization did not meet the 
responsibilities in Section IV above, the organization will be denied the opportunity to place 
a student in Fairmont Area Schools until such time as the difficulties have been resolved. 

B. The U.S. Department of Immigration and Naturalization Services and the United States 
Information Agency will be notified whenever a sponsoring organization does not comply 
with Fairmont Area School policies governing the admittance of foreign exchange students. 

C. The high school Foreign Student Advisor will annually advise sponsoring agencies and 
organizations of Fairmont Area Schools’ procedures and will furnish foreign exchange 
students and their sponsors with appropriate information. 

D. The Fairmont High School Principal and student placement team have authority for 
approval for all foreign exchange students. Sponsoring organizations will be notified of 
foreign exchange student acceptance and placement by June 15. A copy of the notice will 
be sent to the local representative, the District Office, and the high school Foreign Student 
Advisor.  
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E. By October 1, the High School Principal along with the Foreign Student Advisor shall 
submit to the District Office a list of all foreign exchange students who have been admitted 
along with the name of the sponsoring organization. 

VI. Foreign Exchange Student Guidelines 

A. Age Limitations: Foreign exchange students must be at least 16 years of age but less than 
19 years of age at the date of enrollment. 

B. Admission: Foreign exchange students will only be admitted to Fairmont Area Schools if it 
is determined by the High School Principal, in consultation with the student placement 
team, that:  

a. there is sufficient space available and  
b. the foreign exchange student’s attendance will not adversely impact the instructional 

programs of Fairmont Area Schools. 
 

C. Acceptance: Foreign exchange students will only be accepted for one academic year and 
only year-long placements will be available. Fairmont Area Schools reserves its right to 
revoke acceptance at any time if the placement information is found to be false or 
misleading. 

D. Academic Considerations: 
a. Foreign exchange students will be enrolled as full-time students. 
b. Foreign exchange students will be enrolled in English, American Government or 

American History and all other courses required by their program. Course selection 
will be determined by appropriate school personnel. 

c. Foreign exchange students will receive classroom instruction equal to other students 
of Fairmont Area Schools.  

d. Foreign exchange students will be graded and granted credit for successful 
completion of course work. 

e. A permanent record will be created for the year of attendance in Fairmont Area 
Schools; however, no class rankings or GPA will be computed for foreign exchange 
students.  
 

E. Financial Responsibility:  
a. Foreign exchange students will be responsible for school expenses and activity fees. 
b. Any special requirements (health or welfare) will be the responsibility of the foreign 

exchange student’s family or the host family. 
 

F. Conduct Standards: 
a. Foreign exchange students will be subject to the same policies, rules of conduct and 

attendance requirements as regular students, except as modified by the foreign 
exchange student’s enrollment agreement or law. 

b. Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL) rules and regulations will govern co-
curricular eligibility of foreign exchange students with the exception of residency. 
 

G. Registration: 
a. At or before the time of registration the foreign exchange student, adult 

representative of the host family and representative of the sponsoring organization 
must complete and sign an Enrollment Agreement certifying compliance with the 
conditions of this policy. 

b. The foreign exchange student must present him/herself for registration prior to 
his/her first day of class. 
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H. Foreign exchange students may not be financially compensated for work performed for 

Fairmont Area Schools in accordance with immigration requirements. 

VII. Admission Procedures 

A. Required Placement Information: Requests to accept foreign exchange students must 
include the following student placement information and information about the sponsoring 
organization.  

1. The student must have sufficient command of the English language to enable him or 
her to function well in an English-speaking academic and community environment.  

2. Appropriate medical records. 

3. An immunization record, translated into English, indicating compliance with local and 
State of Minnesota requirements. 

4. Verification of health and accident insurance coverage. 

5. The contact information for sponsoring organization's national and local offices. 

6. The sponsoring organization’s local contact person including address and telephone 
number. 

7. The host family’s name, street address, home and work telephone numbers. 

8. The legal parent’s name, street address, home and work telephone numbers. 

9. Permission to participate in interscholastic athletics, if desired. 

10. A written personal statement by the foreign exchange student, in English covering 
the following: 

a. Basic biographical facts. 
b. Why the student wants to attend Fairmont Area Schools. 
c. What he or she hopes to learn and/or accomplish by the experience. 
d. What he or she will contribute to the school community. 

 
11. An official transcript or equivalent document from all academic institutions from the 

previous two years, with accompanying English translation, indicating courses 
studied and grade received, with an explanation of grading. 
 

B. Foreign Exchange Student Placement:  
1. The student’s official transcript will be evaluated based on equating credits earned in 

the school system of another country to the credits required by Fairmont Area 
Schools.  
 

2. Grade placement will be determined by:  
a. chronological age  
b. number of years of completed formalized schooling,  
c. equating credits earned  
d. number of senior level courses  

 
3. Foreign exchange students are not entitled to receive ESL services. 
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4. Foreign exchange students who have been awarded a diploma or a certificate of 
completion in the student’s home country will not be enrolled Fairmont Area Schools.  
 

 
VIII. Classification of Foreign Exchange Students 

A. F-1 foreign exchange students are defined as persons who have residency in a foreign 
country to which they plan to return. They come to the United States temporarily and solely 
for the purpose of cultural and educational study. F-1 enrollment must be authorized by the 
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service. For these students, the District Office of 
Fairmont Area Schools must issue an I-20 and must charge unsubsidized tuition.  

B. J-1 foreign exchange visitors/students are defined as persons who have residency in a 
foreign country to which they plan to return. They come temporarily to the United States as 
visitors or participants in a program that has been approved by the U.S. Information 
Agency. 

C. B-1 or B-2 Visitor Status: This classification is by a visa issued to an individual who has a 
home in a foreign country to which he or she will return after a short stay in the United 
States. The purpose of the stay in the United States is to tour, to visit friends or family, or to 
sightsee. B-1 or B-2 visitors may not enroll in public schools as a full time students 
according to the guidelines set by the U.S. Department of Immigration and Naturalization 
Services. 

IX. Approval of F-1 Foreign Exchange Students   

A. Enrollment Requests:  Sponsoring organizations shall submit requests to accept F-1 
foreign exchange students to the High School Principal no later than April 30 for full school 
year enrollment. The Superintendent will issue authorization for enrollment.  
 

B. Individual Enrollment: Completed enrollment applications must be received by the High 
School Principal prior to August 1 of the school year in which the F-1 foreign exchange 
student is to be enrolled in Fairmont Area Schools.  

 
C. Tuition: F-1 foreign exchange students pay tuition to Fairmont Area Schools at the current, 

unsubsidized State of Minnesota tuition rate. Tuition must be remitted to the ISD 2752 
Business Manager in the form of money order or certified check prior to enrollment in 
Fairmont Area Schools.  

 
D. Graduation: F-1 foreign exchange students who meet the graduation requirements of the 

State of Minnesota and Fairmont Area Schools will be eligible to receive a diploma.  
 

E. Fairmont Area Schools will accept two (2) F-1 students each year. 
 
X. Approval of J-1 Foreign Exchange Students  
 

A. Enrollment Requests: Sponsoring organizations shall submit requests to accept foreign 
exchange students to the High School Principal no later than April 30 for full school year 
enrollment.  
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B. Individual Enrollment: Sponsoring organizations for approved programs (CSIET endorsed) 
must submit foreign exchange student/visitor applications and required documentation to 
the High School Principal between March 1 and June 1 for the student to be to be eligible 
for placement the following academic year. J-1 foreign exchange students must be 
identified by the sponsoring organization and approved by the High School Principal at 
least three months prior to expected arrival. 

C. Tuition: Fairmont Area Schools claims J-1 foreign exchange students on MARRS and 
collects Minnesota state aid. 
 

D. Placement: J-1 foreign exchange students will be placed in Grade 11 and will be able to 
take part in all activities available to Fairmont Area Schools’ Junior students.  

 
E. Graduation: J-1 foreign exchange students will not be able to earn a diploma or walk in 

graduation ceremonies.  
 

F. Fairmont Area Schools will accept a maximum of six (6) J-1 foreign exchange students per 
school year.  

a. sponsoring organizations are limited to two (2) placements per year;  
b. only two (2) students per country will be accepted each year. 

 
 

.  

 
 


