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Dear Western Families, 

How wonderful it is to see the children back at school.  I hope the summer break gave you 
and your children a chance to reconnect, create some memories and discover some 
new experiences. 

The children returned to school happy to see their old friends and excited to meet their 
new teachers.  The staff and I are looking forward to meeting you at Open House on 
September 13 (Kindergarten through 2nd grade) and September 20th (3rd through 5th 
grades).  When you visit you will see the several physical improvements to our building.   All 
bathrooms have been retiled and new fixtures installed.  Our playground has been 
repaved and painted, and the bus loop and parking lots have been resurfaced as well.  
And, one of our teacher leader action teams has redecorated our lobby.  We are 
enjoying our “new look” very much!  We thank our school board, community, and parents 
for making these improvements a priority.  We also thank our custodians, maintenance 
and secretarial staff for their hard work over the summer cleaning and organizing our 
school.  And, we appreciate the many hours our teachers have spent getting classrooms 
ready to welcome our students. 

Beyond the physical upgrades, you will find that our district is charting a new direction for 
our curriculum as well.  Last year, Dr. Ziegenfuss conducted grassroots meetings with 
parents, community members, staff and students collecting thoughts on the knowledge, 
skills, and competencies that Salisbury wants its graduates to acquire by the time they 
graduate.   We hope you will join us at our first Parent Teacher Association meeting on 
October 4th to hear more about this exciting adventure. 

As a Leader in Me School, we will continue to offer our students opportunities to lead, to 
innovate, to serve the community, and to challenge themselves.  We have enclosed a 
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description of the Leader in Me initiative with this newsletter and you will be hearing more 
about it across the school year.  You might also wish to visit our school web site for Leader 
in Me resources. 

As mentioned in my August Opening Letter, this year we welcomed two new staff 
members at Western:  Mrs. Stokes, our school counselor and, Mrs. Peters, one of our school 
nurses.  Mrs. Stokes met some of our kindergarteners on Orientation Day as she rode the 
bus with them and welcomed many students on our first regular day of school, August 
30th, as she greeted them at Parent Drop-Off.  Since then, she has been visiting classrooms 
getting to know our students.  Mrs. Peters, our registered nurse who will be with us on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, has become acquainted with our students as they stop in 
to see her and as she sees them off to the buses in the afternoon. Mr. Castoral, head 
teacher for the MDS class, is with us again and has introduced himself and talked about 
his class to our kindergarteners.  

If you have not yet ordered your child’s (free) school t-shirt, please do so using the form 
that the PTA sent home last week.  I encourage you to support our PTA in the great work 
that they do to provide enhancements to our school program.  Their first event of this year 
was our “Pops and Playdate” on Friday evening.  Many families attended.  The children 
enjoyed the playground and parents enjoyed getting to know one another.  The next PTA 
social event will be the WSE Family Picnic on Saturday, September 24 from 11AM-1PM.  
Please come out and join us.  

Our 2016-17 Student-Parent Handbook is available online – just visit our webpage and click 
the link on the left-hand menu.  This guide will provide you with information about our 
district and school protocols.   

Before school began you received a communication from your child’s teacher 
welcoming you and your child to Western.  Please know our teachers are eager to create 
a partnership with you to provide your child with an exceptional educational experience.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to them. 

The PSSA reports for students in Grades 4 and 5 will be coming home in the near future.  
Attached to it you will find cover letters from the Dr. Ziegenfuss and the Secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education explaining possible decreases in scores across the 
state due to changes in test format, content and cut-scores (i.e. criterion for various levels 
of proficiency).  At Western, we provide every child with high quality instruction.  During 
daily reading and math blocks students receive instruction in grade level content five days 
a week, and four times per week, during our Bee (Be Engaged Everyday) period, students 
are flexibly grouped with others in the grade level to receive instruction at their particular 
level of proficiency. We use the STAR online assessment system and teacher input to 
identify each student’s strengths and needs.  The STAR assessments are given periodically 
across the year and the student groups will change based on those results and teacher 
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input.  We are very excited about this initiative as it was successful last year and allows us 
to further customize learning for all students.   

The Student Demographic Verification form was sent home during the first week of school.  
We ask that you verify or change the information on that form and return it as soon as 
possible.  We rely on the accuracy of the information provided on that form to contact 
you in the event of an emergency.  If you need to update your contact information across 
the year, please call our school office and advise our secretaries. 

In addition, we ask that you update your contact information on the district’s automated 
communication system called School Messenger. The access code for you to update that 
information was provided to you during your initial registration.  If you have misplaced or 
lost the code, please call our school office.  Please note that there are several horizontal 
menu bars on School Messenger.  One is for phone, another for e-mail, etc.  You must 
make your choices under each horizontal menu bar. 

This year promises to be a particularly exciting one for all of us.  I am looking forward to 
working with you to help your child grow and learn. 

 

Sincerely, 

Grace Hartman 
Grace H. Hartman, Principal 
 
 
 

“When educating the minds of our youth, we must not forget 
to educate their hearts.”  ~ Dalai Lama 
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WSE OPEN HOUSE  

Please join us for our Open Houses on: 

• Tuesday, September 13th  at 7PM for Grades 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd. 
 

• Thursday, September 20TH at 7PM for Grades 
3rd, 4th, and 5th. 

Unfortunately, childcare is not available.  Please make 
arrangements to leave little ones with a sitter or loved one.  
 

PICTURE DAY 

Get ready to SMILE!  WSE Picture Day will be 
held on Wednesday, September 14th.   Order 
forms were sent home in your child’s 

Communication Folder.  Order forms will also be on hand at school 
if you should need another one. 

 

P.A.CK. WEEK IS BACK 
September 19th – 23rd 
 
P.A.C.K. (Pack Assorted 
Colored Foods for Kids) is a 
healthy – eating initiative 
aimed at encouraging children to eat more fruits and vegetables. 
Each day of the week has been assigned a different color and we 
are asking you to pack a fruit and/or vegetable that coincide with 
that color.  The cafeteria will also be providing a colored food for 
each day of the week.  There are lots of ways to be creative and 
pack more healthy fruits and vegetables into your child’s day.  For 
more tips, visit www.fruitsandveggiesmorematters.org. 
 
 

HAPPENINGS AROUND WSE 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

9/8  WSE PTA Kidstuff 
Coupon Book Fundraiser 
Begins 

9/13  Open House – 
Grades K, 1, & 2 @ 7PM 

9/14  Picture Day 

9/14  School Board Mtg., 
7:30PM 

9/16  Early Dismissal, 1PM 

9/19-23  P.A.C.K. Week 

9/20  Open House – 
Grades 3, 4, & 5 @ 7PM 

9/23  WSE PTA Kidstuff 
Coupon Book Fundraiser 
Ends 

9/24  WSE PTA Welcome 
Back Picnic, 11AM-1PM 

9/26  Curriculum & 
Technology Mtg., Admin. 
Bldg. @ 7PM 

9/27  WSE PTA “Cuddle a 
Critter” Challenge Begins 

 



5 

 

P.A.C.K. WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

 Monday is Pack PURPLE Day 

 Tuesday is Pack WHITE/TAN/BROWN Day 

 Wednesday is Pack RED Day 

 Thursday is Pack YELLOW or ORANGE Day 

 Friday is Pack GREEN 

 

 VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

We are currently looking for a parent volunteer or volunteers to chair/co-chair with this 
year’s yearbook.   The Yearbook Chairperson will work closely with Mrs. Hartman and 
Christmas Studios in the planning of the yearbook, coordinating yearbook orders & 
distribution, and set up and layout of the yearbook.  Please contact the front office for 
more information or if you are interested in helping!  Thank You!   

 

 SCHOOL MESSENGER 

If you have not done so yet, please enroll in the STSD School Messenger information 
system.  Through School Messenger you will receive updates on school events, the WSE 
Newsletter and E-Alert, school cancellations and delays, and other important information 
via phone, text message, and e-mail.  If you were enrolled last year, please update your 
contact information.  If you are new to the school district, please use the code provided in 
the letter that was sent home, to log onto the system and register. 

 

WSE IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

You can now find WSE on Facebook, Instagram, & Twitter or for all Salisbury news use the 
hashtag, #yoursalisbury.  These social media outlets are a great way to keep up to date 
on activities and events taking place at Western Salisbury Elementary and throughout 
Salisbury Township School District.   

   

 

 

WSE_Elementary 
@WSE_Elementary 

Western Salisbury Elementary 
School 
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PARENT DROP-OFF & PICK-UP    

Western’s doors open at 8:30am for student drop off.  Please do not drop-off 
your child unattended before this time as we have no one available to 
supervise him/her and will have to call you to come and pick them up.  If 
you need morning childcare, Lehigh Valley Child Care may be reached at:  
(610) 797-9672.  To ensure the drop-off process moves quickly and efficiently 
please pull up 4 cars at a time and discharge your child (valet style).  If you 
are the first car in line, please pull forward beyond the sidewalk to where the first orange 
cone is placed.  The drop-off door closes at 8:45am; that is when our instructional day 
begins.  If you arrive after this time, please park in the lot by the cafeteria, escort your child 
into the building at the main entrance, and sign him/her in at the office. 

School is dismissed at 3:15pm.  Parent Pick-Up students will be at the side doors shortly 
thereafter. Once again, please pull up to the sidewalk 4 cars at a time for valet style pick-
up.  Please be sure to return the Parent Pick-Up Dismissal form to the school office ASAP, as 
this will help our teachers move this process along more quickly.  Students who are 
“walkers” may be picked up at the end of the path to the side of the Parent Pick-Up exit. 

   

  NOTES TO SCHOOL REGARDING CHANGES TO DISMISSAL 

When writing notes to school please DO NOT write the notes in your child’s agenda book.  
Often times the notes go unnoticed or aren’t found in time for dismissal.   Please send a 
separate note to make the teacher and front office aware of changes in dismissal or 
doctor’s appointments. 
 
 

REPORTING ABSENCES 

When your child is absent please call the WSE Absence Line at ext. 5057 to let us know.  
Leave a message with your name, child’s name, teacher and reason for absence. If we 
do not hear from anyone regarding your child’s absence by 10:30AM, an automated 
school messenger message will be sent via phone to remind parents to call in to verify the 
absence.  Upon returning to school, please send a doctor’s note or a parent excuse.  

 

  THANK YOU, GOODBYE, CONGRATULATIONS, AND CONDOLENCES… 

We would like to give a great big WSE WELCOME to our new Guidance Counselor, Mrs. 
Shannon Stokes, our new school nurse Mrs. Michelle Peters and Instruction Assistants Miss 
Hannah Hartman & Miss Holly Gerlach!  We are so fortunate to have them here and know 
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they are going to be a wonderful asset to WSE.  We also welcome a new daytime utility 
maintenance worker, Mr. Brian Pritchard and a new night custodian, Mr. Chris Barlieb.  We 
bid farewell & good luck to Mrs. Barb Smedley who has left for another career opportunity 
and Mrs. Celeste Green who will be leaving WSE to spend more time with her family.     
 
 
 
 

	
	

• KidStuff coupon books are on sale through Sept. 23. (The books are not 
free; if you choose not to purchase it, please return it to school.) 

 
• Due on Fri. 9/16: PTA membership/dues, school directory information, 

optional fundraising buy-out and free t-shirt order. If you do not send in 
a t-shirt order, we will have to guess a size for your student. 
 

• Welcome Back Picnic & Swingset Unveiling is Sat. 9/24 from 11-1. Be 
sure to send in your RSVP. 

 
• Our annual free Chinese dinner and fall general meeting is Tues. Oct. 4 

from 6-8pm. Free child care is offered. The flyer/RSVP form will come 
home 9/15. 

 
For any PTA questions or to volunteer with any of our activities and events, 
contact Marci Stappung at marci_stappung@hotmail.com or call/text 386-
852-0952. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook: Western Salisbury PTA 

WSE PTA CORNER 
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Growing Tomorrow’s Leaders TODAY! 

 

      THE LEADER IN ME  
  

Western Salisbury Elementary School is proud to be a Leader in Me school, but what 
does that mean?    Perhaps you have heard of “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People” 
by Stephen Covey?    The Leader in Me is the process of taking those habits, making 
them developmentally appropriate for children, and integrating them into the school 
environment. We use the “Seven Habits of Happy Kids” as our guide. 

The Leadership concept is not about creating future CEO’s of companies.  It is about 
“personal leadership” with a fundamental belief that every child can be a “leader of their 
own life, has unique talents, and can make a positive difference in the world.” We teach 
children the 7 Habits of Happy Kids! 

Imagine what would be possible if our school and community was filled with students 
who were responsible, who showed initiative, who were creative, who knew how to set 
goals and meet them, who got along with people of various backgrounds and cultures, 
and who could work effectively as a member of a team, resolve conflicts and solve 
problems?  

Western Salisbury and Harry S Truman are in Year 3 of this initiative.  With baby steps 
behind us, we are seeing results with our students. Our children are taking on 
leadership roles in school, brainstorming ways to help their community, and taking 
responsibility for their own actions.  The Leader in Me is not a curriculum; it is a way of 
thinking and talking about growing and learning and will be an integrated part of our 
daily life at school.   

On the next page you will find a list of The Seven Habits “kid friendly” explanations.  
Please see the WSE website for more information about this exciting approach and 
resources you may wish to use at home.!!

!
!

If#your#actions#inspire#others#to#dream#more,#learn#more,#do#more#and#become#more,#
You#are#a#Leader!!!
John!Quincy!Adams!
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