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Dear Western Families, 

Happy March!   Mother Nature gave us two gifts this month:  an extra hour of daylight through the 
next eight months and (hopefully) the last snowstorm for the this year.   

On February 22nd we held our kindergarten registration event for the 2017-2018 school year.  We will 
hold another event on May 17th at 9:30 AM.  If you have friends or neighbors who have a child who 
will be age eligible for kindergarten next year (age 5 on or before September 1st), please 
encourage them to call our main office to schedule a registration appointment.   

The children are so very excited about our PTA sponsored clubs, which started this week.  This spring 
we are able to offer the most number of clubs ever!  We have 10 clubs which include: a kickball 
club, Zen coloring, gardening, science, educational Minecraft, computer club, movie club, coding, 
kindness, and cheer and dance.  The district’s new vision document, Profile of a Graduate 
emphasizes that the dispositions of persistence, curiosity, resilience, and tolerance are important to 
becoming a lifelong learner.  Through exploring interesting topics and providing an opportunity to 
work with students in other grade levels, clubs create opportunities for students to grow in these 
areas.  And, our district’s Learning Belief’s document emphasizes “open walled learning” which 
stresses that student learning is not only what happens in the classroom during the school day, but in 
the connections that schools facilitate outside of the classroom.  These clubs present a wonderful 
opportunity for us to foster the knowledge, dispositions and skills embedded in the Profile of a 
Graduate and for us to facilitate Open Walled Learning, an important component of Salisbury’s 
Learning Beliefs. Thank you for patronizing our PTA fundraising events that allow our PTA to 
underwrite these clubs. 

Our students recently enjoyed an assembly called The NED Show.  The actors emphasized three 
keystones of successful learners:  Never Give Up, Encourage Others, and Do Your Best.  These traits 
merge well with our emphasis on the Profile of a Graduate and the Leader in Me initiative.  Please 
take a moment to talk about the assembly messages with your child.   
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Read Across America week is held in March each year to recognize the wonderful literary 
contributions made by author, Dr. Seuss.  The week began on February 27th and concluded on 
March 3rd.  At WSE our school-wide celebration showcased five of Dr. Seuss’ well-loved books:  
Green Eggs and Ham, I Can Read with My Eyes Shut, Wacky Wednesday, The Cat in the Hat, and 
Fox in Sox.  The children had a great time dressing to match the book of the day!  Celebration 
photos are on our Twitter and Instagram feeds. 

During the week of March 13th WSE participated in National Question Week, which coincides with 
Albert Einstein’s birthday.  Here are a few of the famous man’s quotes about questioning: 

The most important thing is not to stop questioning. 

It’s not that I’m so smart.  It’s that I stay with the questions much longer. 

I have no special talents; I am only passionately curious. 

If I had an hour to solve a problem and my life depended on the solution, I would spend the 

first 55 minutes determining the proper question to ask – for once I know the proper 

question, I could solve the problem in less than five minutes. 

Students at WSE posed interesting questions during the school day that hopefully will stimulate 
creative, determined curiosity.  If you are curious about question week, you may want to visit a 
website called Wonderopolis as it provides many fun family activities.  The web address is:  
http://wonderopolis.org/ 

On March 9th, our district hosted an Apple Showcase event.  Representatives from schools in Bucks, 
Lehigh, Northampton and Berks counties visited Salisbury High School where students from the 
elementary, middle and high school demonstrated how they use our digital tools to further inquiry, 
practice skills, and collaborate.  WSE students in grades 1, 3 and 4 were poised and articulate as 
they explained the various projects and activities for which they use our Ipads and laptops.  Check 
out our Twitter and Instagram feeds for photos.   

Each month students update the school board on current events happening around the district.  This 
month two of WSE’s kindergarteners shared the information.  They are:  Harrison Stopper and Kamryn 
Kaough. They represented WSE very well and I think they had fun, too! 

On the evening of March 27th the Curriculum and Technology Committee of the school board held 
their monthly meeting at Western.   During these visits the school showcases one student activity.  This 
year students from Mr. Adams’ and Mrs. DeBona’s classes explained several design projects in which 
they have been involved.  Design projects present students with a challenge and encourage them to 
design and build a solution, as well as to discuss ways to improve their designs.  Collaboration, 
creativity, design thinking, and reflection are the focus. 

This month in the Lighthouse Communication Folder you received information about the state 
reading, math, and science assessments.   Please read the handouts carefully.  As a reminder, the 
testing is scheduled across three weeks in April.   



3 

 

 

 

At WSE testing days will occur on: 

- Tuesday, April 4th through Friday, April 7th  - Gr. 3, 4, and 5 PSSA English Language Arts (reading and writing) 

- Tuesday, April 25th through Thursday, April 27th - Gr. 3, 4, and 5 PSSA Mathematics 

- Tuesday, May 2nd and Wednesday, May 3rd  - Gr. 4 Science 

We try to keep a reasonable perspective on these tests.   We do not want students to become too 
anxious over these experiences with standardized testing.  To that end, we do assure them that the 
tests are not part of their report card grade.  However, habits that we are trying to cultivate in our 
children are those of persistence and personal excellence, to give their best effort and do quality 
work in every endeavor whether it “counts” or not.  Please join us in encouraging students to try 
their best.   

We were happy to see so many parents at our Report Card conference week and to collaborate 
with you in helping your child learn and grow.   

WSE students are currently engaged in a variety of community service projects.  I am always proud 
of how big their hearts are when they learn of others who struggle.  And, I thank you for the 
privilege of working with your caring and compassionate children. 

Have a wonderful week! 

Sincerely, 

Grace Hartman 
  Mrs. Grace Hartman 

 
 
 
 

“The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your best today”.  
~ H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 
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STANDARDIZED TESTING 

The PA State System of Assessment 
(PSSA) testing will take place this April 
for students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade. 

Please encourage your child(ren) to get a good night’s 
sleep, eat a healthy breakfast, and arrive to school on time.  
Less stress is best!  We will provide each child with water and 
a snack.   

The daily schedule will allow for breaks and for the children’s 
specials (ie. gym, music, art, and library).  Please do not 
schedule family vacations or appointments during these 
testing periods. 

- PSSA English Language Arts Assessments for 3rd, 4th, 
& 5th grade will take place April 4-7, 2017. 

- PSSA Mathematics Assessments  for 3rd, 4th, & 5th 
grade will take place April 25-27, 2017. 

- PSSA Science Assessments for 4th grade only will 
take place between May 2 & 3, 2017 

 

REVISED SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Due to March’s snowstorm and school 
cancellations, the last day of school 
will be Monday, June12th.  It will be an 
early dismissal at 11:15am and lunch will not be served. 

 

LOST AND FOUND 
Has your child lost a coat, hat, book, lunch box, or another item? If so, 
please remind him/her to check the school’s Lost and Found cabinet 
located in the lobby next to the nurse’s office.  At the end of each school 
year anything that is not claimed is donated to a local charitable 
organization. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Upcoming Events 
 
4/3  Operations Committee Mtg. 
 Ad. Bldg. @ 7pm 

 
4/4-7  ELA PSSA Testing 
            (Grades 3, 4, & 5) 
 
4/6  PTA Butterfly Release forms 
        sent home 
 
4/11  1st Grade Invitation to  
          Lunch @ 11:30am 
 
4/11  WSE PTA Meeting and  
 Ice Cream Social @ 6pm 
 
4/13  School in Session, Early 
 Dismissal at 1pm 
 
4/14-17  Spring Break, No School 
 
4/18  1st Grade Super Hero 
  Convention at 2:30pm in 

 The gym. 
 
   4/19  STSD School Board Mtg. 
   at 7:30pm, Admin. Bldg. 
 
  4/25, 26, & 27  Math PSSA Testing 
      Grades 3, 4, & 5 
 
  4/25  Curriculum and Technology 
 Cmte. Mtg. @ SMS, 7pm 
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WSE STUDENT SCHOOL BOARD REPORTER 

WSE would like to recognize a job well done to kindergarteners, Kamryn Kaough and Harrison 
Stopper on their exceptional presentation, reporting on WSE happens to the School Board on March 
27th.  The students worked hard on their presentations and did an outstanding job representing 
classmates and WSE at the school board meeting.  We are very proud of Kamryn and Harrison for 

continuously demonstrating superb leadership qualities!  
Each month a WSE student reports to the STSD school 
board regarding learning and fun events and activities 
taking place at WSE!  

 

CURRICULUM AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
MEETING PRESENTERS 

A special THANK YOU to the following 5th graders who 
presented at the district’s Curriculum and Technology 
Committee Meeting which was held at WSE on 
Monday, March 27th: Khalelle Reid, Logan Appleton, 

Brooke Schutt, Elizabeth Carney, Arianna Younes, Mia Kezengwa, Jack Wasilow, Christopher 
Lovelidge, Tristan Monahan, and Laurans Trinh.  The 5th graders shared their cardboard creations 
with school board members.  The students were given the challenge of improving a piece of 
furniture.  The new piece of furniture created from cardboard and tape could be something to 
improve their classroom or home.  Our students were an excellent representation of WSE and made 
us all very proud!  We would also like to THANK Mrs. DeBona and Mr. Adams, who assisted their 
students in showcasing WSE’s hard work at the Curriculum and Technology night.   

 
REMINDER…HOMEWORK REQUEST FOR ABSENT STUDENTS 
 
When students are absent, parents are in the best position to determine 
whether it is appropriate for the student to complete homework that night or 
to do it at a later time.  Parents should send an e-mail to the teacher by 8:15 
AM, if they would like homework sent home that day, please copy Mrs. 
McKinley, jmckinley@salisburysd.org and Mrs. Rothrock, 
drothrock@salisburysd.org was well.  Homework requests will not be honored 
for that day if received after 8:15am. Also include in your email how the 
homework will be retrieved from school. If you plan on picking it up, it will be ready in the school 
office at 3:00 PM. 

 
THANK YOU, GOODBYE, CONGRATULATIONS, AND CONDOLENCES 
 
WSE would like to extend a heartfelt farewell to IA Mrs. Woodruff.  Mrs. Woodruff will be assisting 
another student at Harry S. Truman.  Our loss is their gain, and we know she be an asset to the HST 
community, just as she has been at WSE!    
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WSE PTA Pride 
Every Child; One Voice 

Western Salisbury Elementary School Parent Teacher Association:  
A strong advocate and valuable resource for the education and well-being of our students. 

 
 

FROM THE PTA: 
 
The Color-A-Thon registration packet was sent home last week. This event is a blast 
(literally), so please join us!  Ask your child about the fun assembly we had to kick 
off this fun family fundraiser! 
 
The Annual Ice Cream Social is next Tuesday, April 11. Please RSVP by 4/10 and 
indicate what topping you can bring to share, and if you need childcare. 
 
One of the most memorable events of the year for our students is coming 
soon…THE BUTTERFLY RELEASE!  Please be sure all order forms are turned in by 
FRIDAY, APRIL 28TH.  Make checks payable to WSE PTA. 
 
 

Nominations for PTA President, Vice President and Secretary are due by 4/11 at 
the PTA meeting. If interested, please contact Marci_Stappung@hotmail.com or 
386-852-0952 
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