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Dear Western Families, 
Finally, Old Man Winter has dropped in for a visit!  Hopefully, you were prepared for the recent snowstorm 
and able to enjoy the downtime with your family.  January and February were busy months here at WSE.  In 
early January the children returned rested, refreshed and happy to see their friends and teachers.  Our 
Student Lighthouse Team met and brainstormed ideas for some “fun” days for this semester.  During the 
week of January 29th, students voted for the team they thought would win the Super Bowl.  WSE students 
voted for the Falcons; unfortunately, that was not the way it played out on the field.  Our February fun day 
on the 10th will be a movie.  The children are looking forward to it.  They work very hard and we are happy to 
provide an opportunity for them to enjoy a movie treat with their classmates. 
 
WSE offers our students many opportunities for community connections.  January was National School 
Boards recognition month.  Our current board members are:  Frank Frankenfield (President), Sam DeFrank 
(Vice-President) George Gatanis, Mary Ziegler, Susan Lea, Joe Gnall, Audrey Frick, Robert Kulp, and Carol 
Klinger.   WSE students created poster sized flowers with thank you messages to our wonderful school board 
for their countless volunteer hours and tireless dedication to providing us with exceptional opportunities to 
grow and learn.  Mrs. Ziegler, School Board Member, has been coming regularly to read to our Kdg, 1st and 
2nd graders.  The children love the stories she selects!  Dana Thompson in second grade reported to the 
School Board at its January meeting, and in February, Casey Wells and Rhya Jones, both first graders, 
delivered their report to the School Board.  On January 13th, and February 3rd, the Lehigh County Crimes 
Victim Council presented assemblies on identifying feelings and healthy friendships.  Our Leader in Me 
initiative, recognizing positive behavior using Be-A-Leader coupons continues to be a success with our 
students.  Coupon Redemption Day was held on January 19th.  Two popular redemption rewards are to be a 
Mystery Reader in another class and to bring a stuffed animal to school for the day.  Also popular is having 
breakfast with the teacher and cookies and juice with the principal.  Luke Seiler and Lucas Bruaw had 
cookies and juice with Mrs. Hartman this past month and Faith Pearson had breakfast with Mr. Molitoris.   On 
February 7th our third graders’ parents or special adult were invited to lunch to spend time with their child 
and talk about the day.  And, on February 7th Laurans Trinh and Jack Monihan, 5th graders, attended the 
Philadelphia International Conference on Internet Safety. 
 
Beyond our community connections, there are many wonderful events happening in the classrooms as well.  
Our kindergarteners will celebrate the 100th day of school on February 29th.  They will create a fashion 
statement reflecting the numerical concept of “100.”  It is always exciting to see what their imaginative 
minds have developed.   Currently, Ms. Horne’s 4th graders are managing a “Sock Drive” for those in our 
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community who have none.  The drive ends on February 16th.  We invite you to send in a new pair of socks 
to help someone less fortunate.   Our first graders have been learning about presidents Washington and 
Lincoln and will culminate that unit by building log cabins.  Second grade recently finished their Penguins 
projects and invited parents to view their presentations.   There was a lot to learn about penguins!  Third 
graders have been busy learning their multiplication tables and focusing on writing “how to” pieces.  And, 
our fifth graders have been focused on the Leader in Me Challenge of the Month, Kindness, and how to 
write research based argumentative essays.  Mrs. Stokes’ lunch bunch groups are enjoying their time 
together and learning wonderful social skills.  
 
We are so very fortunate to have a dedicated PTA here at WSE and they, in turn, are so happy to have so 
many parent volunteers and supporters. Mr. Bruchak, Salisbury’s Business Manager, and Mrs. Susan Lea, 
Board Member, addressed our parents at the January 26th PTA meeting.  They urged parents to reach out to 
local representatives and voice their disapproval of House and Senate Bill 76, which may result in giving the 
state more control over local public schools.   Please see the PTA Facebook for details. 
 
Western’s teachers continually hone their teaching skills.  On the January 16th school holiday, teachers 
received professional development in a new reading assessment tool, and on January 18th a WSE teacher 
team, along with teams from other Salisbury schools, received professional development on new district 
initiatives.  On January 27th that WSE team turn keyed those practices to the whole staff.  
 
Over the past year, Salisbury School District under the guidance of Dr. Ziegenfuss, Superintendent, and Mrs. 
Fuini-Hetten, Assistant Superintendent, has been re-examining its vision for the future by meeting with various 
parent, community, teacher and student groups. That work has culminated in a document known as the 
Profile of a Graduate.  The Profile identifies core knowledge, competencies, skills, and dispositions that we 
expect Salisbury graduates to possess when they leave Salisbury Township School District.  An 
accompanying document titled Learning Beliefs reflects the avenues Salisbury's leadership, staff and parents 
will utilize to help students meet the goals of the Profile.  Visuals of the Profile of a Graduate and the Learning 
Beliefs are on the district’s website and also showcased at various school district gatherings.  For your 
reference, I have also included a photo of those visuals in this Newsletter.  Beginning in March, we will discuss 
the various Dispositions mentioned in the Profile with our students during our weekly Leadership Gatherings.  
The traits identified in the Dispositions relate nicely to the 7 Habits of the Leader in Me initiative that we have 
embraced as part of our character building work at WSE and HST over the past four years. 
 
As we look forward to the coming weeks and months, Western’s Kindergarten Registration event is 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 22nd.  If you know of someone who intends to send their child to 
Western in the fall, or someone who is thinking about it, please let them know about this event.  Next week 
our students will celebrate their caring and compassion for one another and their families on Valentine’s 
Day.  Please check the Sign-Up Genius request that was emailed by your child’s teacher to see if there are 
party items still needed.  If you can help fill any gaps in donations of food and supplies, it would be most 
appreciated.  If you have any questions, please reach out to the parent who is coordinating the party for 
your child’s grade level.  His/her name is listed at the top of the Sign-Up Genius form.   
 
These past months have been very rewarding for students, staff and me.  We are so fortunate to enjoy a 
supportive community, caring parents, students who are enthusiastic learners and a dedicated staff.  Each 
of us doing our part is what makes WSE a wonderful place to grow and learn.   
 
Sincerely 
Grace H. Hartman, Principal   

“Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year.”    Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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 SCHOOL CANCELLATIONS, DELAYS, & EARLY DISMISSALS 

Now that winter is in full swing, please make sure your School 
Messenger account is up to date.  The district will contact 
families regarding school delays, cancellations, and early 
dismissals due to inclement weather or other issues that 
warrant a closing, via School Messenger.  The district will also 
post school day changes on the district website.   

FROM THE HEALTH ROOM 

As we enter into cold and flu season, it’s important 
to remind our students about the basics to keeping 
healthy: 

- Frequent hand washing 
- Sneeze into sleeve/elbow 
- Return to school ONLY when fever free for 24 hours without Tylenol or Motrin 
- Get adequate rest 

      -     Eat a healthy diet 

FAMILY TRIP REQUEST  

Please remember that trip requests must be submitted at least 2 
weeks in advance of the anticipated event.  To receive a request 
form please contact Mrs. McKinley in the office or it can be found 
on the WSE website. 

 

WSE STUDENT SCHOOL BOARD REPORTER 

WSE would like to congratulate Student School Board Reporters, Dana Thompson in 2nd grade, 
Casey Wells, and Rhya Jones-both in 1st grade, on a job well done on their presentations to the 
School Board on Wednesday, January 18th and Wednesday, February 8th.  The students worked hard 
on their presentations and did an outstanding job representing classmates and WSE at the school 
board meeting.  We are very proud of Dana, Casey, and Rhya for continuously demonstrating 
superb leadership qualities!  Each month a WSE student reports to the STSD school board regarding 
learning and fun events and activities taking place at WSE!  Students are chosen through a lottery 
system in which they volunteered.  For March’s meeting Kindergarten will represent WSE. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Upcoming Events 

2/14- Valentine’s Day Parties 

2/16- Gertrude Hawk sale begins             

2/17 & 2/20- No School 

2/20- Chick-fil-a Fundraiser 

2/22- Kindergarten        
Registration @  9:30 

2/24- 1:00 Early Dismissal 
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  WSE ABSENCE LINE 

If your child will be out sick, please let us know by calling the WSE Absence Line, Ext 
5057.  Once your child returns to school he/she must have a written parent excuse 
or doctor’s note.  If you would like homework for your child while they are out, you 
must email your child’s teacher directly by 9am to make arrangements. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD…SAVE THE DATE  

STANDARDIZED TESTING 

The PA State System of Assessment (PSSA) testing will take place this April for students in 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th grade. 

Please encourage your child(ren) to get a good night’s sleep, eat a healthy breakfast, and 
arrive to school on time.  Less stress is best!  We will provide each 
child with water and a snack.   

The daily schedule will allow for breaks and for the children’s specials 
(ie. gym, music, art, and library).  Please do not schedule family 
vacations or appointments during these testing periods. 

- PSSA English Language Arts Assessments for 3rd, 4th, & 5th 
grade will take place between April 3-7, 2017. 

- PSSA Mathmatics Assessments  for 3rd, 4th, & 5th grade will take place between 
April 24-28, 2017. 

- PSSA Science Assessments for 4th grade only will take place between May 2-5. 2017. 

 

 

FEBRUARY’S LEADER IN ME CHALLENGE:    KINDNESS 
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FACULTY SPECIAL FEATURES 

News From The Gym 
Mr. Ludwig 

Even now, as the snow still covers the grass and the temperature is below freezing, it is time to think 
about the upcoming Field Days at Western Salisbury Elementary School.  Field Days are as follows: 
Grades 1 and 2 will be held on Thursday, May 8, 2017.  Grades 3, 4, & 5 on Monday, May 22, 2017. 
Both field days will begin at 1:30 pm. Parent Volunteer forms have been sent home with students.   
A letter will be going home in March regarding field days and volunteer opportunities.  Please 
consider volunteering your time to help make Field Day a success! 

Notes from the Music Room 
Mrs. Gaston 

The music room is always busy with singing, dancing listening and instrument playing.  In the fall, all 
of the grades enjoyed dancing and singing to the Shakira song, “Try Everything” which was the 
theme song to the 2016 Summer Olympics and the theme song for the movie, “Zootopia”.  We 
decided to make that our class motto for this school year!  

At the beginning of every class, the classes warm up with a dance of 
some sort, by watching a choreography video created just for kids.  
One of the favorites was “Ole, Ola” where they waved sticks with 
colorful banners during their dance.  It was a lot of fun!  

The 4th and 5th grade all learned the 1st verse to the Star-Spangled 
Banner.  They also learned the history behind the flag and the song.  
They discovered that I feel history is very important, especially 
American history.  I always tell them, “Music is history, music is 
reading and music is math!”  The 4th and 5th grade did a fabulous job performing in their Winter 
Concert in December.  It was great to see so many parents in attendance since our concerts 
have been moved to afternoons! 

The Kindergarten began the school year by learning how to work as a group in music, and how to 
handle the classroom instruments.  We still review all of these skills on a regular basis.  We also work 
on “finding your singing voice” and the difference between singing, speaking, whispering and 
shouting.  We do game songs, echo songs and story songs.  This week, we are starting to learn 
songs for the March concert.  First and second grade have continued to work with quarter note 
and eighth note rhythms, how to write them and how to recognize them.  In first grade, we 
continue what we learned in Kindergarten in finding our singing voice and matching pitch.  
Steady beat is always a priority in feeling the music as well. Second grade has watched “Peter 
and the Wolf” and has been introduced to the instrumental families of the orchestra.  This week, 
both grades will begin learning their songs for the March concert as well.  This year’s theme will be 
“Music in Our Schools”.  Third grade had a field trip to see “The Nutcracker” at Allentown Miller 
Symphony Hall.  Before Thanksgiving, they received their recorders and are enjoying playing with a 
smart board program, which plays a rock ’n roll or calypso accompaniment.  It is amazing how 
well a child will learn when something grabs their attention and music is no exception.   
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Notes from IST 
Mrs. Nocerino 

 

Growth Mindset: 

Ways to Help Your Child in Math! 

 
Talk About Math  

Be sure to talk with your child about their school day. Be sure to guide the discussion by asking questions like, “Did 
you make any mistakes in math today? What did you learn from your mistake? What did you do that was difficult 
today? Tell me about what challenged you in math today.”  

The Brain Can Grow  

Remind your child that their intelligence is not fixed. Remind them that when things are difficult, their brain grows if 
they persevere through the challenge. Each time they learn something new, their brain is making new connections. Even 
when they miss a question, their brain has learned from the mistake.  

Praise the Process and Effort  

Instead of saying, “You’re so smart”, be sure to praise effort, persevering through challenges, or being creative. You 
can say something like, “Wow you must have worked very hard on these questions!” This line of praise will remove the 
negativity from failure and place the emphasis on their persistence and effort when faced with difficult tasks.  

Change Their Self-Talk  

Change the way your child “talks” to him or herself. If your child believes something will be too difficult for them, then it 
will be too difficult. Help them to believe in their abilities and to persevere when they are frustrated. Help your child to 
believe that their attitude and effort can make all the difference in the world when working on a difficult concept.  

Encourage Failure (Really?)  

Your child needs to know that successful people often make mistakes and often fail before they come up with the 
correct solution. Failure is a part of life. When we try again and learn from our mistakes, we are growing our brains. 
Don’t try to prevent your child’s failure-this is how they learn to persevere and grow mathematically.  

  
Sources: Sarah Gardner, 2015 and Jo Boaler - Mathematical Mindsets, 2016  
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SALISBURY TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 

LEARNING BELIEFS 
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Like us on Facebook: Western Salisbury PTA 

WSE PTA Pride 
Every Child; One Voice 

Western Salisbury Elementary School Parent Teacher Association:  
A strong advocate and valuable resource for the education and well-being of our students. 

 
 
PTA Board vacancies: 

Open Positions on the 2017-2018 PTA Board will be announced at the meeting on 1/26. If you are 
interested in serving your school in this capacity, please contact PTA President Marci Stappung at 
386-852-0952. 
 
Mark These Dates: 
Feb. 20-25: Chick-fil-A Spirit Week 
March 12: Purse Bingo * volunteers needed to organize this event. Contact Marci if you’re interested. 
 


