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Dear Western Families, 

Happy February!  If you have a kindergartener, you may be aware that we have passed the 
100th day of school with 80 school days left.  My, how it has zoomed by! 

Here is what has been happening in January and February. January was School Board 
Appreciation Month.  Our School Board members are:  Frank Frankenfield (President), Sam 
DeFrank (Vice-President) George Gatanis, Mary Ziegler, Susan Lea, Joe Gnall, Audrey Frick, 
Robert Kulp, and Carol Klinger.  These folks work tirelessly as volunteers to provide a 
wonderful school experience for our children. I hope if you see them in the community that 
you will express your appreciation for their commitment to public education.  Our students 
expressed their gratitude to the Salisbury Township School Board by writing messages on 
Jenga puzzle pieces and presenting one Jenga game to each board member as a special 
thank you for their service.   At the January School Board meeting, 2nd graders Kacie K. and 
Lukas B. did an excellent job reporting WSE news.   And, in February Emerson J. and Aseal 
S. did a wonderful job telling the School Board all that has been going on at Western.  All 
four students were polished and practiced.  Congratulations on a job well done! 

We had a number of special visitors to WSE recently.  Students enjoyed a fun musical math 
assembly from the group 2+1MathRocks.com for all grade levels, a wellness program for 
5th graders presented by the Center for Humanistic Change, and B104 personalities read 
aloud to our 2nd graders.  

In January we also launched our Leader in Me Parent Partner project.  Each month our 
students will bring home a paper that targets one of the 7 Habits for that Month.  Then, 
through conversation with their parents, the children will identify ways they can practice 
that habit at home and at school.  Parents/guardians sign the paper where the children 
have recorded their ideas and students bring it to school.  The papers are then entered into 
a random drawing.  Winners receive a board game or activity game that they can take home 
to play with their family.  We hope that by working with parents/guardians we can help the 
children internalize these important habits. 

Our Schoolwide Positive Behavior program is continuing to be a success.  Students are 
remembering and practicing our 3 keystones for success:  responsibility, respect and 
safety.  Our staff acknowledges students who practice these traits with Western Wonder 
Bucks.  Students love to collect Wonder Bucks and exchange them for coupons that provide 
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privileges such as extra recess with a friend, being a mystery reader to another grade level, 
and enjoying breakfast with their teacher, etc. 

Chorus rehearsals have resumed for the second trimester and we look forward to their 
performances in the Spring.  And, the PTA Afterschool Clubs have begun. Thank you to 
those staff members who are supervising clubs:  Mrs. Gopen (Scratch Coding), Mrs. 
Foehrkolb (Zen Coloring), Ms. Horne (Board Games), Mr. Ritter and Mrs. Brennan 
(Technology), Mr. Molitoris and Mr. Somishka (24 Challenge), Mrs. Stappung (newspaper 
club), Reading Olympics (Mrs. Stokes) and Arts and Crafts (Mrs. Stappung).  These are 
wonderful opportunities for our children to enjoy time with each other and learn new skills.   

As we move into the second half of the school year, sometimes our children forget 
important rules that keep them safe, particularly on the bus.  Your assistance in reminding 
students of these rules would be very helpful:   

1. Remain seated when the bus is in motion. 
2. Do not eat or drink on the bus 
3. Talk in a quiet, respectful voice to seatmates. 
4. Keep hands, feet, clothing and book bags to yourself in your own seat. 
5. Use electronic tools only as per STSD’s acceptable use policy (ex. Children may not 

take pictures or video of one another).   

Western’s teachers continually hone their teaching skills.  On the January 21st school 
holiday, our teachers learned about Universal Design for Learning, an approach to teaching 
that focuses on: 

• Giving learners various ways to acquire information 
• Providing learners with multiple ways to demonstrate what they have learned 
• Engaging learners by tapping into interests and providing challenges 

Since then, teachers have also explored ways to redesign classroom projects using 
Salisbury’s Learning Beliefs (see insert at end of this Newsletter), worked with our reading 
specialist to hone their literacy instruction and collaborated on improving alignment of 
math curriculum. 

Looking to the future, on February 20th from 9:30-11:00 AM we will hold Kindergarten 
Registration for the 2019-2020 school year.  If you know of someone who intends to send 
their child to Western in the fall, or someone who is thinking about it, please let them know 
about this event. 

As a reminder for the Spring, please note that the state assessments will be administered 
as outlined below: 

• April 24, 25 & 26 - Gr. 3, 4 and 5 reading and language arts testing 
• April 30 & May 1 - Gr. 3, 4 and 5 mathematics testing 
• May 2 & 3  - Gr. 4 science testing 
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Helping students become a life-long learner is a phrase you hear in the mission statement 
of many schools.  Why is that important?  Being a life long learner means you continually try 
to improve your skills and pursue knowledge because it brings personal satisfaction.  
However, benefits also include socialization, resilience, independence and employability.   
How can we help children become lifelong learners?   PBS Parents website suggests two 
ways:   

Help your child take charge of his learning. “We want to keep children in charge of their 
learning and become responsible for it,” says Dalton Miller-Jones, Ph.D. “We want them to 
be responsible for their successes and failures, show them how engaging learning is, and 
that the motivations for learning should be the child’s intrinsic interests, not an external 
reward.”  Help your child set goals for learning and monitor his/her growth.  For example, 
“This month I want to know my 6 times table.  To do that, I will practice 3 of the fact 
families for that table for 5 minutes each day.  At the end of each week, I will test myself on 
how well I know the 6 times table.  I am going to keep track of my progress each week.” 

Learn something new yourself. Learning something new yourself is a great way to model        
the learning process for your child. Take up a new language or craft, or read about an 
unfamiliar topic. Show your child what you are learning and how you may be struggling. 
You’ll gain a better understanding of what your child is going through and your child may 
learn study skills by watching you study. You might even establish a joint study time. 

The staff and I truly enjoy learning and growing with your children each day.  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Grace McCausland-Hartman Ed. D. 
Grace H. McCausland-Hartman, Ed.D. 
Principal 

 

 

          “Intelligence plus character ~ that is the true goal of education.” 
                                               ~Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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SCHOOL CANCELLATIONS, DELAYS, & EARLY 
DISMISSALS 

Now that winter is in full swing, please make sure your School 
Messenger account is up to date.  The district will contact families 
regarding school delays, cancellations, and early dismissals due to 

inclement weather or other issues that 
warrant a closing, via School Messenger.  
If you need to change/update your contact 
information and are having difficulty 
accessing School Messenger please 
contact Chris Smith at 
csmith@salisburysd.org. 

Please note, due to our first snow day 
on November 16th, school make up day will be on Friday, 
February 15th.   Our snow make-up days for January 29th and 
January 30th will occur on June 6th and June 7th. 

 
   
DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE YOUR 
INFORMATION  

Please inform the school of any information that 
may change (i.e. phone numbers, addresses, or emergency contacts). Also, 
make sure the school has all of your emergency contacts on file. We will not 

release your child to an individual whom you have not given us written permission to do so; 
this is for the safety of our students.   
 

BOXTOP COLLECTION IS GOING ON NOW!  

We are currently collecting Boxtops until March 1st for our 
spring submission.  This is a great way to earn extra money to 
benefit our students!  We use the funds we raise from Boxtops 
to purchase assemblies for students, recess equipment (balls, 
chalk, jump ropes), Wonder Buck prizes, to just name a few!  After the March collection is 
complete, we will continue to accept Boxtops, however, we ask that you do not send expired 
Boxtops.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2/14  Valentine’s Day Party 

2/15  Snow Make-Up Day 

2/18  No School 

2/20  Kindergarten 
Registration, 9:30AM 

2/22  Early Dismissal 1PM 

2/28  PTA Restaurant Night 
TBA 

3/4, 5, 6, &7 
Student/Parent/Teacher 
Conferences from 1:30-3:30 

3/4 Evening 
Student/Parent/Teacher 
Conferences  5:30-8PM 

3/8 No School for Students 

 

 
HAPPENINGS AROUND WSE 
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FROM THE HEALTH ROOM 
As we enter into cold and flu season, it’s important to remind our students 
about the basics to keeping healthy: 

- Frequent hand washing 
- Sneeze into sleeve/elbow 
- Return to school ONLY when fever free for 24 hours, without Tylenol or 

Motrin 
- Eat a healthy diet 
- Get adequate rest 

 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  

Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held Monday, March 4th 
through Thursday, March 7th, 2019.  Conference sign ups will begin at 7pm on Wednesday, 
February 20th for parents with multiple students at WSE and will be conducted using 
www.signupgenius.com.  It will open to all parents on Friday, February 22nd.  More information 

will be going home in this week’s communication folder.  The 
sign up link will be sent home through School Messenger and 
posted on the WSE website.  

 

WSE STUDENT SCHOOL BOARD REPORTER  

A great big thank you to our January Student School Board 
Reporters, 2nd Graders, Kamryn Kaough and Lukas Bruaw!  

Kamryn and Lukas did an outstanding job representing their classmates and WSE. We are very 
proud of both of them for demonstrating superb leadership qualities!  

 

THANK YOU PTA! 

Thank you to the PTA for sponsoring Winter and Spring Clubs this school year.  With the 
unusual start to the school year, we opted to have a winter session in place of the fall 
session.  Clubs are very popular and the children love to experience new clubs each year!  We 
would also like to thank our club advisors for sharing your time and talents with the students. 
The spring session will begin the week of April 29th.   
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WELCOME, FAREWELL, CONDOLENCES, CONGRATULATIONS 

This month we bid farewell to Mrs. Liz Kantzaridis, Learning Support, we wish her well on her 
newest adventure!   

 

 

 
 

Kindergarten Registration 
At 

WESTERN SALISBURY ELEMENTARY 

On Wednesday, February 20th at 9:30 AM, Western Salisbury Elementary 
School in Salisbury Township School District will hold registration for students 
enrolling in Kindergarten for the 2019-2020 school year.  Kindergarten is a full 
day program. Registration will be held in the gymnasium at Western Salisbury 
Elementary, 3201 Devonshire Road, Allentown, PA.  The registration process 
will take approximately 1–1 ½ hours and children are not required to attend. 
There will be a presentation by the principal, meet & greet with the school 
nurse, CST & Reading specialist, Guidance Counselor, WSE PTA, Lehigh Valley 
Childcare and a tour of the school.  

Eligible candidates must be 5 years of age before September 1, 2019.  Please 
bring a copy of the child’s current immunizations, 2 proofs of Salisbury 
residency and original birth certificate. Our school website has a list of which 
proofs of residency are accepted. Please visit www.salisburysd.org for our 
complete list, which is found under WSE’s quick links – enrollment info. 

If you have questions or to request an alternate registration date, please 
contact our school secretary, Mrs. Danielle Rothrock at 610-797-1688, ext: 
5500 or drothrock@salisburysd.org. 
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SALISBURY TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PROFILE OF A GRADUATE 
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SALISBURY TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 

LEARNING BELIEFS 
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Growing Tomorrow’s Leaders TODAY! 
 “THE LEADER IN ME” INITIATIVE 

 

 Western Salisbury Elementary School is proud to be a Leader in Me 
school, but what does that mean?  Perhaps you have heard of “The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective People” by Stephen Covey?  The Leader in Me is 
the process of taking those habits, making them developmentally 
appropriate for children, and integrating them into the school environment.  
We use the “Seven Habits of Happy Kids” as our guide. 

 The Leadership concept is not about creating future CEO’s of companies.  
It is about “personal leadership” with a fundamental belief that every child 
can be a “leader of their own world.”  We teach children the 7 Habits of 
Happy Kids! 

Imagine what would be possible if our school and community was filled with 
students who were responsible, who showed initiative, who were creative, 
who knew how to set goals and meet them, who got along with people of 
various backgrounds and cultures, an who could work effectively as a 
member of a team, resolve conflicts and solve problems? 

Following this page you will find a chart of the 7 Habits explained in the 
“kids friendly” language we use with our youngsters.  Please see the WSE 
website for more information about this exciting approach and resources 
you may wish to use at home.   

The Leader in Me in not a curriculum; it is a way of thinking and talking 
about growing and learning and is an integrated part of our daily life at 
school.  Whether the staff is coaching children to plan ahead for tests or 
projects or to make positive choices when possible conflicts arise, the 
Leader in Me informs our language and goals for our children.  As you 
review the 7 Habits, you will see that they align nicely, in child friendly 
language, to our district’s Profile of a Graduate. 

Thank you for partnering with us on this exciting journey! 
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