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Dear Western Families, 

It is amazing to think that we have arrived at our May/June newsletter. From our Fall challenges with the 
mold and relocation to SMS and HST to the sadness of losing two of our MDS students through the Spring, 
it has been a most unusual year.  I am exceptionally proud of the way our staff and students rose to these 
occasions and others, while continuing to focus on teaching, learning, growing and most of all being kind to 
each other.  I know our student’s responses to these situations were in no small measure due to our 
supportive parent and family community.   

With PSSA’s behind us, May and June are usually a whirlwind of activity at WSE.  Third graders traveled to 
the Franklin Museum to discover a world of history and innovation, and then put on their own Wax Museum 
exhibit of famous American heroes.  First and second graders shared their academic portfolios with parents 
during our Portfolio Picnics.  First graders were delighted to go to the DaVinci Science Center and second 
graders had a wonderful time exploring animal habitats at the Lehigh Valley Zoo. Fourth grade extended 
their study of water systems by visiting Hydromania at Cedar Crest College.  The exhibits and hands-on 
experiences of the Crayola Factory fascinated the kindergarteners and our fifth graders celebrated their 
elementary school years at the annual 5th Grade Picnic.  Our students enrolled in the gifted program joined 
with HST students to showcase their culminating project.  Both our Gr. K-2 and Gr. 3-5 Field Days were a 
question mark at the start of the week due to the rainy weather, but luck smiled on us and we were able to 
enjoy both Field Days.  Thanks so much to all of our volunteers who helped Mr. Ludwig with this much-
loved event.  On May 20th our Food Services department offered a “Breakfast with Your Child” event and 
many parents and caregivers stopped in to sample our cafeteria breakfast and enjoy a few moments with 
their child before the school day began.  On May 31st WSE held its annual ESL cultural luncheon 
celebrating the richness that our student diversity brings to our school.  Our district wide May Art Show 
revealed the super talents of our K-12 students.  

On May 31st six students rode the Western Salisbury Fire Company trucks to school, accompanied by Mrs. 
Fuinni-Hetten, Assistant Superintendent and me.  These students were the winners of the fire safety essay 
contest held each year by the Western Salisbury Fire Company.  The student essay winners were: Angelina 
Peters, Isabel Orloski, Ryan van Beek, Colin Fejes, Lara Al-Bajjali, and Dana Thompson.  As the trucks 
arrived at school the entire school greeted the essay winners.  Thank you to Mr. Joshua Wells, Western 
Salisbury Fire Chief and his hardworking team for making this happen.  On the same day we also 
coordinated our annual school wide Butterfly Release.  Students who had raised butterflies at home and 
each class who had nurtured the class butterflies opened cages and released the butterflies into the 
summer air.  It was a lovely sight.  Thank you to Mrs. Kline, Mrs. Spedaliere,  and Mrs. Korn for making this 
possible.  Our Spring Clubs provided wonderful opportunities for students to explore hobbies and potential 
careers.  We offered clubs for:  Cheer and Dance, Newspaper, Kodable, Scratch Coding, Arts & Crafts, 
Kindergarten Play Club, and Stamp & Card Club.  Thank you to our wonderful staff who provided this 
awesome experience: Ms. Weiner, Mrs.Stappung, Mrs. Gopen, Mr. Ritter, Ms. Nester, Mrs. Roman, and 
Mrs. Foehrkolb.   

Western’s PTA has been busy organizing a variety of events for our students.  The Color Run was a blast 
(pun intended J) and the Spring Fling blossomed in spite of the rain showers that threatened early in the 
evening.  Menchie’s Night Out allowed our families to view student artwork while enjoying yummy treats.  
For the first time ever, WSE was able to grow and send a Reading Olympics team to the regional contest. 
Our students’ recall of the novels they read and their collaboration during the event was incredible!  Thank 
you to Mrs. Stokes and the PTA for helping this project take flight.  The PTA sponsored Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon was loved by all as we enjoyed the Western Barbeque theme.  Our staff is so very grateful for the 
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generous donation for classroom supplies that was provided by PTA and our families.  We truly feel blessed 
to have such exceptional support.   

Our children have had amazing leadership opportunities this year.  Our May school board reporters, 
kindergarteners, Zaman and Madden, practiced so hard and were adorable.  Our Student Lighthouse Team 
is coordinating our end of year celebration and transition ceremony for next year’s Student Lighthouse 
Team.  Several students took the lead and initiated some new community service projects, such as 
collecting backpacks for a shelter. 

As we finish our year, here are a few reminders: 
• Please return any library books that may be at home 
• Please bring cafeteria accounts up to date 
• Monday, June 10th is our Kindergarten Promotion ceremony @ 2PM 
• Tuesday, June 11th is our 5th Grade Promotion ceremony @ 10:30 AM 
• Wednesday, June 12th is an 1:00 pm dismissal for students 
• Thursday, June 13th is an 11:15 am dismissal for students 
• Report cards will be available on the Parent Portal on Thursday, June 13th.  

Salisbury School District will offer summer library hours at Salisbury Middle School.  WSE’s librarian will 
ensure that there is an extensive collection of elementary library books at the middle school.  Please check 
our website for the days and hours the library will be open.  Summer office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
with a closure for lunch time and occasional all district training of office staff.  Please call the office ahead of 
time if you need to conduct school business. 

The 2019-20 school year will begin with Kindergarten Orientation on Monday, August 26th with a 1PM 
dismissal and then school opens for all K-5 students for a full day on Tuesday, August 27th.  We will have 
off on Friday, August 30th and Monday, September 2nd for the Labor Day holiday. 

Summer is a great time to be outdoors, but those super hot and muggy days often encourage children to 
stay inside and play with their electronic devices.  I encourage parents and caregivers to pay special 
attention to the amount of screen time that children enjoy.  There are many wonderful apps and websites 
that are child friendly, and social media invites children to communicate and play virtually.  However, an 
exclusive diet of these activities impedes our children’s abilities to engage face to face, self-regulate their 
emotions, and maintain a healthy body and mind.   

I would like to thank all of our parents and caregivers for sharing with us your most precious treasure, your 
children, and for partnering with us to ensure that this generation of children will grow into responsible, 
respectful, innovative citizens who will work to making our world a peaceful one. 

Be well and happy. 

 

  Sincerely, 

  Grace McCausland-Hartman 
  Grace McCausland-Hartman, Ed.D. 
   Princpal 
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BUTTERFLY RELEASE 

The WSE butterfly release will took place on 
Friday, May 31st on the front lawn of the school at 
9AM, following the PTA Fire Truck Essay winners’ 
ride to school.  It was an inspiring sight! 

 
 

 
KINDERGARTEN PROMOTION 
Our Kindergarten promotion ceremony will be held on Tuesday, 
June 11th, from 2:00PM-3:00PM.  Please join us on this special 
day honoring our “future first graders”. 

 

 
FIFTH GRADE PROMOTION 
CEREMONY 
Fifth Grade Awards Ceremony will take place on Wednesday, June 12th, from 
10:00-11:00AM, in the gymnasium.  We welcome families to come celebrate this 

momentous occasion as we bid farewell to our fabulous fifth grade students. 
 

 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL  
Reminder, the last day of school for the year will be Thursday, June 13th, with an early dismissal 
@ 11:15AM, lunch WILL NOT be served. 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

Please have your child check the Lost and Found closet by the last day of school.  
After that date, we will pack up what has been left behind and will donate those 
items to a local charity. 

 
 

HAPPENINGS AROUND WSE 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
  6/5  2nd Grade Portfolio Picnic 
         11:25AM 
 
  6/7  5th Grade Picnic  
         10:30AM-2:30PM 
 
  6/11  Kindergarten Promotion  
           1:30PM-3PM 
 
  6/12  5th Grade Promotion 
            10AM-11AM 
 
  6/12  Early Dismissal, 1PM 
 
  6/13  Last Day of School 
           Early Dismissal, 11:15PM 
 

Have a safe and fun summer! 
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rd GRADE RECORDER CONCERT & 4
th & 5

th GRADE CHORUS CONCERT 
 
The 3

rd Grade Recorder Concert, 4
th and 5

th Spring Chorus Concerts, and the 
combined WSE/HST Band Concert were a huge success.  The students performed 
beautifully and all of their hard work really paid off!  Congratulations to a job well done!   
Thank you to Mrs. Gaston, Dr. Sheeto, and Mr. Griffis for their leadership. 

 
  

THANK YOU TO THE STUDENT LIGHTHOUSE TEAM  

WSE would like to thank all of the students who served as Student Lighthouse 
Team Members this school year!  The Student Lighthouse Team worked together to 
continue the success of the Leader In Me initiative at WSE. 

 
 

THANK YOU, WELCOME, CONGRATULATIONS, AND CONDOLENCES…  
 
Congratulations on your retirement, Mrs. Gaston!  Mrs. Gaston has been a part of the 
Salisbury family as a music teacher for 15 years!  Thank you for sharing your 
knowledge and love of music with our students, staff, and families – you will be 
missed!   Welcome to our New School Resource Officer, Officer Laky.  We are 
excited to have his guidance and support for our students! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 
SALISBURY TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PROFILE OF A GRADUATE 
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Growing Tomorrow’s Leaders TODAY! 
 “THE LEADER IN ME” INITIATIVE 

 

 Western Salisbury Elementary School is proud to be a Leader in Me 
school, but what does that mean?  Perhaps you have heard of “The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective People” by Stephen Covey?  The Leader in Me is 
the process of taking those habits, making them developmentally 
appropriate for children, and integrating them into the school environment.  
We use the “Seven Habits of Happy Kids” as our guide. 

 The Leadership concept is not about creating future CEO’s of companies.  
It is about “personal leadership” with a fundamental belief that every child 
can be a “leader of their own world.”  We teach children the 7 Habits of 
Happy Kids! 

Imagine what would be possible if our school and community was filled with 
students who were responsible, who showed initiative, who were creative, 
who knew how to set goals and meet them, who got along with people of 
various backgrounds and cultures, an who could work effectively as a 
member of a team, resolve conflicts and solve problems? 

Following this page you will find a chart of the 7 Habits explained in the 
“kids friendly” language we use with our youngsters.  Please see the WSE 
website for more information about this exciting approach and resources 
you may wish to use at home.   

The Leader in Me in not a curriculum; it is a way of thinking and talking 
about growing and learning and is an integrated part of our daily life at 
school.  Whether the staff is coaching children to plan ahead for tests or 
projects or to make positive choices when possible conflicts arise, the 
Leader in Me informs our language and goals for our children.  As you 
review the 7 Habits, you will see that they align nicely, in child friendly 
language, to our district’s Profile of a Graduate. 

Thank you for partnering with us on this exciting journey! 
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