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Illinois State Board of Education releases school 
report cards 
The Illinois Report Card is the state’s official source for 
information about public schools across Illinois. The information 
here will help you act as an informed partner in the education of 
our children.

Families, researchers, policy makers, and community members 
can use the site to find school data, including academic 
performance, school environment, educators, students, and 
highlights provided by principals.

We would like to invite you to visit the site listed above and 
check out the interactive report card.  It contains a wealth of 
information about our 
schools. 

This flyer is designed to 
provide you with some 
highlights.
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Teachers 

49% of  PBL Teachers have a 
Master’s Degree or higher 

Advanced 
Coursework 

12.6% of PBL 8th graders 
completed and passed Math I 
allowing them to take Math II 
as a freshmen 

Health & Wellness 

PBL offers physical education 
to students 5 days a week as 
compared to the state average 
of just 3 days a week.   

Relative 
Comparison  

When comparing schools with 
the same percentage of free 
and reduced students (51%) 
PBL JH is the highest 
performing school in both ELA 
& Math on the PARCC 
assessment 

Designation 

PBL Junior High School has 
been designated as a 
“Commendable” School 
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Equity & Excellence 
Highlighted at PBL Junior 
High School 
A clear indicator of school quality is the existence and severity of 
achievement gaps.  Achievement gaps are the persistent 
difference in academic performance between different ethnic and 
racial groups, income levels, gender, and special student groups.

Groups must be large enough in number, greater than 10, to be 
reported.  The largest subgroup at PBL Unit 10 is our percentage 
of students eligible for free and reduced lunch.  51% of students 
at PBL JH are identified as low income.  In the state of Illinois, 
on average, there is a 30% difference in the performance of low 
income versus non-low income students in ELA and a 30% 
difference in math on the PARCC assessment.  At PBL JH the 
difference is less apparent.  There is only a 18% difference in 
ELA and a 20% difference in math.  

How do you account for this difference?
The state of Illinois has determined that schools and districts 
that are narrowing achievement gaps share four key 
characteristics.

Focus – clear and consistent goals, strategies, and leadership 

Rigorous curriculum – clearly defined, high expectations for 
student learning

 
High quality teaching 

 
Necessary and frequent 
interventions to 
improve students’ 
learning 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PARCC Performance 
at PBL Junior High 
School  

Students in grades 6-8  take the 
PARCC assessment and scores 
are used for accountability at the 
state level. 

Below are some highlights about 
student performance 

• 45% of students met or 
exceeded state standards in 
ELA-Exceeding the state 
average of 37% 

• 37% of students met or 
exceeded state standards in 
math.  This outpaced the state 
average of 32% 

• PBL JH had a 99% student 
participation rate on state 
assessments 

Illinois Science 
Assessment 

• 62% of PBL JH students were 
rated as proficient on the ISA 
as compared to the state 
average of 51%


