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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA 
COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 BOARD OF EDUCATION OF FORD, 
CHAMPAIGN, VERMILION, IROQUOIS, AND LIVINGSTON COUNTIES OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS HELD WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2018 AT 6:00 P.M. AT THE 
PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA BOARD ROOM IN PAXTON, ILLINOIS. 
 
President Dawn Bachtold called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   

 
Upon roll call, the following board members answered present:  Dawn Bachtold, Craig Loschen, Dave 
Dowling, Steve Pacey, Shawn Young, and Doug Wolken.  Allen Johnson was absent. 
 
Others present were Cliff McClure, Barry Wright, Josh Didier, Travis Duley, Amanda Styck, Tara 
Chandler, Jesse McFarling, Brian Mrozek, Will Brumleve, Molly Steiger, Allie Loschen, and Amy Teske - 
Board Secretary. 
 
Shawn Young read a letter dated November 12, 2018 from Ashley Mueller requesting FMLA leave 
during the second semester of the 2018/2019 school year. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the consent agenda.  Dave Dowling made a motion to 
approve the consent agenda.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members 
being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Doug Wolken made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report.  Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  
Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.    
 
Doug Wolken made a motion to approve payment of current board bills except for Add on 3.  Dave 
Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Dave Dowling made a motion to approve board bills Add-On 3.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  
Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 4 ayes and 1 nay, and the motion passed.    
 
No visitors were present to address the board. 
 
Mr. McFarling addressed the board regarding the FCSEC executive board meeting held on Thursday, 
November 8, 2018.  He stated that the executive board reviewed the Cooperative’s Annual Financial 
Report and that Mr. Leigh advised the executive board that there were no findings in the Cooperative’s 
annual audit.  Mr. McFarling advised that the executive board reviewed DLM testing and the criteria.  He 
stated that PBL is doing well on this.  He stressed the importance of Indicator 6 and making sure the 
districts are counting students correctly.  In closing, Mr. McFarling advised that the executive board 
approved the Cooperative’s FY 2019 amended budget and accepted the resignation of Julie Otto (school 
psychologist) who will be retiring at the close of the 2018/2019 school year. 
 
Jesse McFarling left the meeting at 6:07 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that he has received updated EAV information from Ford and Iroquois 
Counties which reflects an approximate four percent increase in EAV.  He stated that the district’s bond 
rate should go down as well.  Mr. McClure advised that the proposed Levy reflects a 4.20% aggregate 
and a 3.30% overall increase.  Mr. Pacey stated that he is still opposed to the lease levy.  Doug Wolken 
made a motion to approve the proposed 2018 Levy.  Shawn Young seconded the motion.  Upon roll 
call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.    
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Craig Loschen entered the meeting at 6:08 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that he and Tara have drafted board vision and goals and have 
provided the board with information regarding the 2018 Illinois School Report Cards.  Ms. Chandler 
stated that the Illinois School Report Card has changed drastically from last year.  She explained the 
core changes to the Illinois School Report Card to the board.  Ms. Chandler advised that all four grade 
centers were ranked in the commendable category, and she provided actual school index score which 
determines where the schools are placed in the category.  She stressed that attendance is heavily 
counted towards the category the school is placed, and this is an area that PBL needs to focus more. 
 
Mr. McClure provided each board member with a draft document regarding board vision and goals.  He 
stated that the administrative team has been working diligently on the board’s vision and goals.  He 
reviewed the indicators, strategies, and dashboard with the board.  Mr. McClure advised that the 
document presented is still in draft form and suggested that a special board meeting could be held so 
that the administrative team can obtain board input on the proposed vision and goals.  He stressed that 
he would like to finish up the board vision and goals as the buildings have tied in their goals to the draft 
board vision and goals.  Mr. McClure stated that the percentages contained in the draft document are 
accurate and come from ECRA which combines SAT, MAP, and PARCC scores.  He explained that the 
draft document can be more customized if the board would like.  A discussion was held regarding 
chronic absenteeism in the district and how the district plans to address this.  Dave Dowling made a 
motion to approve the 2018 Illinois School Report Cards for Clara Peterson Elementary, Eastlawn 
Elementary, PBL Junior High, and PBL High School.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, 
all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.    
 
Mr. Mrozek addressed the board regarding the construction project at Clara Peterson Elementary.  He 
stated that they are working on scheduling the abatement at Clara Peterson Elementary during the 
summer of 2019 along with scheduling the demolition of Eastlawn Elementary.  He advised that the bids 
for these projects should go out in December and bid opening sometime in mid-January.  Mr. Mrozek 
also stated they are working on technology packages and timeframe for this project as well as 
playground costs, sidewalks, and fencing.  He stated that once these purchases are complete, these will 
be the last major expenditures.  Mr. Mrozek stated that they are fighting to stay on schedule so that 
things may become enclosed.  All the joists are on site, and they are working diligently to get them all 
installed.  He stated they are also focusing on setting the joists and working on detailing the structural 
beams in the gym.  Mr. Mrozek advised that after Thanksgiving they will be working on the roof in the 
commons area and hopefully be able to pour some concrete.  He stated that the mechanical contractors 
will on site shortly, and the masonry work will continue as long as the weather permits.  Mr. Mrozek 
advised that they are working on the scheduling for summer of 2019 renovation work.  He advised that 
all the scheduling for spring and summer work should be created by the end of December which should 
give them plenty of time to review and revise as necessary. 
 
Mr. McClure advised that the board needs to review and come to consensus on the 2018 IASB position 
statements.  A discussion was held regarding the conceal carry on school property by staff position 
statement.  Mr. McClure stated that all three position statements stated that this is a local decision.  The 
board stated that they do not have any position statements that they are in disagreement with.  
President Bachtold took a moment to recognize Dave Dowling for receiving recognition from IASB as a 
master board member.  Doug Wolken made a motion to approve the 2018 IASB position statements.  
Shawn Young seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.    
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the levy hearing date and time to be Wednesday, 
December 12, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the PBL Administrative Office board room.  Shawn Young made a 
motion to approve the levy hearing date and time to be Wednesday, December 12, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in 
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the PBL Administrative Office board room.  Craig Loschen seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all 
board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.    
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that he has prepared two (2) draft school calendars for 2019/2020.  
He stated that he has discussed these calendars with PBL administration and Amy Johnson (PBLEA 
president) as well as Jeremy Darnell (GCMS superintendent).  He explained that in both draft calendars 
the start of school will be after the Labor Day weekend.  The main difference in the two draft calendars 
is the spring break – one with a longer spring break and one with a shorter break.  In both draft 
calendars, the first semester finals will occur in January 2020.  Mr. McClure reviewed the remaining 
school holidays with the board.  He stated that he is looking to have 2019/2020 school calendar finalized 
in January 2019. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve creating a student activity account for high school 
robotic team.  He explained that the team has received various donations and grants, and some of this 
money will go into the student activity fund and some will go into the general fund.  Steve Pacey made a 
motion to approve the creation of a student activity account for high school robotics team.  Dave 
Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.    
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that the district’s diesel fuel contract with Ken’s Oil Service expires 
soon and is recommending the district continue with this process and take advantage of bidding diesel 
fuel with Mahomet-Seymour School District again.  He stated that this increases the gallons of diesel fuel 
by quite a bit and more attractive for bidding.  Mr. McClure advised that the bid opening will be on 
December 6, 2018 and action will be taken on these bids at our December board meeting.  He stated 
that the bids will come in for 12 months and 24 months.  Craig Loschen made a motion to approve 
bidding diesel fuel with Mahomet-Seymour School District.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.    
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that booster club minutes and PIT crew minutes have been uploaded 
to the board’s website as well as the updated FOIA spreadsheet. 
 
Dave Dowling made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for  
the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public 
body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)5.  
Craig Loschen seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session began at 6:50 pm 
 
Shawn Young made a motion to come out of closed session.  Steve Pacey seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session ended at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Allie Loschen entered the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Ms. Loschen addressed the board with regard to the Novel Energy Solutions solar panel program.  She 
stated that some revisions have occurred since last month’s meeting.  She advised that she has reduced 
the number of solar panels at the high school and has locked in the price so there is no escalator.  Ms. 
Loschen asked if the board was still interested in pursuing the solar panel program.  She stated that if 
the board is still interested, then she can begin working on the contract.  Ms. Loschen advised that most 
of the district’s savings will come from the high school and the junior high.  She stated that the district 
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will continue to receive a bill from Ameren on Clara Peterson Elementary only.  Ms. Loschen added that 
the district will eventually save approximately $50,000 per year, and by year six Novel will be able to 
offer the district a sixty percent cost reduction than any other power the district can purchase.  A 
lengthy discussion was held regarding Novel Energy Solutions and where their solar panels are currently 
located.  Ms. Loschen stated that currently there are three school districts signed up and that 
maintenance on the solar panels are 100% on Novel Energy Solutions. The board questioned what 
occurs after six years and what are their options should the board choose to not renew and want the 
solar panels removed from their roofs.  Mr. McClure stated that the district’s current energy contract 
does not expire until January 2021.  Ms. Loschen stated that Novel will not interfere with the district’s 
current contract, and if Novel interferes that it will buy the contract out.  Mr. McClure advised the 
board that Chris Miller is currently reviewing the Novel Energy contract.  He suggested that a 
conference call occur between Novel’s attorney and the district’s attorney to make sure everything is 
covered.  The board questioned what would happen if there were to be a roof repair necessary.  Who 
would be responsible for removing the solar panels?  Ms. Loschen assured the board that Novel would 
be responsible for removing and reinstalling the solar panels so that roofs can be repaired and/or 
replaced if necessary.  Mr. Dowling stated that he would like a list of school districts that Novel 
currently has solar panels with, and Ms. Loschen stated that she would provide the district with this list.  
She stressed that it takes approximately 30-45 days to get their engineers to review things and get 
contracts prepared and finalized.  She stated that she needs the board to provide her with either a 
written or verbal contract so that Novel can provide with the interconnection agreement.  Mr. McClure 
suggested that perhaps a special board meeting would be in order so there is more time to discuss this 
matter.   
 
Allie Loschen left the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Mr. Pacey stated that he is okay with Novel beginning to work on the interconnection agreement, 
however it will be very hard for Ms. Loschen to persuade him that the district is adequately protected if 
something goes wrong.  Mr. Wolken agreed with Mr. Pacey and stated that twenty-four years is a long 
time to commit to something.  He feels the district needs to have some way out of the contract.  Mr. 
Pacey stated that Novel is a young company, and if they are not around in six years or twenty-four years 
then their insurance is not going to be around either. 
 
Steve Pacey made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for  
the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public 
body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)5.  
Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session began at 7:45 p.m. 
Steve Pacey made a motion to come out of closed session.  Craig Loschen seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session ended at 9:10 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the hiring of Jamie Piatt as a paraprofessional at Clara 
Peterson Elementary.  Doug Wolken made a motion to approve the hiring of Jamie Piatt as a 
paraprofessional at Clara Peterson Elementary.  Craig Loschen seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all 
board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the hiring of Felipe Barradas-Aguirre as head custodian 
at Clara Peterson Elementary.  Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the hiring of Felipe Barradas-
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Aguirre as head custodian at Clara Peterson Elementary.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the high school cheerleading stipend for 2018/2019 be 
split between Jill Schrodt (40%), Brittany Canino (30%), and Stacy Morse (30%).  Craig Loschen made a 
motion to approve the high school cheerleading stipend for 2018/2019 be split between Jill Schrodt 
(40%), Brittany Canino (30%), and Stacy Morse (30%).  Shawn Young seconded the motion.  Upon roll 
call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the FMLA request of Ashley Mueller for the second 
semester of the 2018/2019 school year.  Shawn Young made a motion to approve the FMLA request of 
Ashley Mueller for the second semester of the 2018/2019 school year.  Craig Loschen seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion 
passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve compensation for administration and unit office support 
staff for the 2018/2019 school year as follows:   

Superintendent     $52,798   
Curriculum Coordinator   $98,416 
High School Principal   $94,168 
Junior High Principal   $96,285 
Eastlawn Elementary Principal  $86,655 
Clara Peterson Elementary Principal $76,167 
Technology Coordinator  $61,500 
Supv. of Buildings and Grounds  $63,000 
Asst. Supv. of Buildings and Grounds $55,669 
Records Clerk    $30,493 
Bookkeeper    $42,744 
Office Manager    $60,000 

Steve Pacey made a motion to approve the 2018/2019 administration and unit office support staff 
compensation.  Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, 
the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   

  
Steve Pacey made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll 
call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
President, Board of Education Secretary, Board of Education 


