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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA COMMUNITY UNIT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 BOARD OF EDUCATION OF FORD, CHAMPAIGN, VERMILION, 
IROQUOIS, AND LIVINGSTON COUNTIES OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS HELD WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 12, 2014 AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA BOARD ROOM IN PAXTON, 
ILLINOIS. 
 
 
President Dawn Bachtold called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Upon roll call, the following board members answered present:  Dawn Bachtold, Cris Thompson, Dean 
Swan, Doug Wolken, Allen Johnson, and Dave Dowling.  Shawn Young was absent. 
 
Others present were Cliff McClure, Amy Teske, Amanda Wetherell, Josh Didier, Barry Wright, Eric 
Brackmann, Mike Brehm, Molly Steiger, Travis Duley, Larry Maynard, Will Brumleve, and Claire Geiger. 
 
Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous month.  Cris Thompson seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Dean Swan made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Dave Dowling made a motion to approve payment of all current bills.  Cris Thompson seconded the motion.  
Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated February 11, 2014 from Katie Grice requesting a maternity leave beginning 
in March and ending on May 27, 2014 with working half days upon her return to work for the remainder of 
the school year. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated February 11, 2014 from Diana Hale resigning as PBL High School secretary 
at the close of the 2016/2017 school year and requesting the six percent retirement incentive for three 
school years. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated February 11, 2014 from Charley Kietzman requesting a one year leave of 
absence for the 2014/2015 school year. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated February 11, 2014 from Courtney Taylor resigning as a kindergarten 
teacher at Clara Peterson Elementary at the close of the 2013/2014 school year. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated February 3, 2014 from Martha Gentes resigning as PBL High School 
secretary/lunch clerk at the close of the 2016/2017 school year and requesting the six percent retirement 
incentive for the next three school years. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 23, 2014 from Victoria Appl resigning as a hearing-impaired 
teacher at the close of the 2013/2014 school year. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 22, 2014 from Kathleen Baumert resigning as a paraprofessional at 
Eastlawn Elementary as of January 31, 2014. 
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Dean Swan read a letter dated February 10, 2014 from Michelle Turner requesting a maternity leave 
beginning the first day of the 2014/2015 school year through November 11, 2014. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 31, 2014 from the McBride Family thanking the board for the 
planter in memory of Bill McBride. 
 
No visitors were present to address the Board. 
 
Mr. Brackmann addressed the Board with regard to Ford County Special Education Cooperative’s recent 
executive meeting.  He advised that the Cooperative’s beginning balance at the start of the school year was 
$259,500.34 and is currently $250,462.22, and overall there have been no surprises to the budget thus far.   
Mr. Brackmann informed the Board that ISBE collects a December 1st child count of how many IEPs are in 
each district each year.  He advised that PBL had 204 IEPs and that a review of the last ten years of IEPs 
show that PBL has remained relatively stable with a significant drop in the number of IEPs.  Mr. Brackmann 
also informed the Board that three professional development activities have occurred through the 
Cooperative.  He advised that several PBL and GCMS staff have attended or are scheduled to attend these 
professional development opportunities.  Mr. Brackmann closed by advising that annual reviews for all IEP 
students begin on March 26, 2014 and that senior annual reviews concluded yesterday. 
 
Mr. McClure reviewed his proposed changes to the 2013/2014 school calendar with the Board.  He stated 
that the day after Easter will now be a student attendance day which will count as a makeup day.  He 
further explained that February 5, 2014 will be considered an Act of God day with no student attendance to 
be made up.  Mr. McClure advised that he has discussed the proposed 2013/2014 school calendar with Mr. 
Duley, PBLEA president, and has sent out a staff memo regarding these changes.  Mr. McClure stated that 
with the proposed changes to the 2013/2014 school calendar all staff will owe the District one contractual 
day.  He advised that the administration team plans to come up with professional development 
opportunities in June for this makeup contractual day.  If staff cannot attend these professional 
development days in June, then staff will work with their building administrator to serve this contractual day.  
Mr. McClure informed the Board that should an additional snow day occur he is proposing no further 
student attendance days.  He stated if the District proposes ending school on a certain date, then the 
District needs to honor this.  Allen Johnson made a motion to approve the amended 2013/2014 school 
calendar.  Dean Swan seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that he has uploaded a second draft of the 2014/2015 school calendar.  
He stated that there have been some changes to this calendar since last month.  He advised that staff 
would like school to begin earlier and that the calendar reflects nine snow days.  Mr. McClure will have an 
opportunity to review this calendar prior to next month’s meetings at which time the final 2014/2015 
calendar will be approved. 
 
Mr. McClure advised the Board that he has started to obtain pricing on several District summer 
maintenance projects.  He stated that next month he will have more information and pricing completed.  Mr. 
McClure informed the Board that at next month’s meeting he will be recommending the Board approve 
releasing bids for the Eastlawn Elementary door replacement project.  He stated that a pre-bid meeting will 
be held on March 4, 2014 with bids due on March 10, 2014 and is hopeful for a good biding environment. 
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Mr. McClure advised the Board that the administration team has discussed summer school possibilities for 
2014.  He stated that both elementary principals are not recommending any summer school beyond ESY 
and that Mr. Didier would like to offer summer school to the Junior High students.  He explained that Mr. 
Didier is proposing summer school be held Monday, July 14, 2014 through Friday, August 1, 2014.   Mr. 
McClure stated that two hours per day of summer school attendance will be held for Junior High students 
based on remediation plans and retentions, and ESY students would attend for four hours per day.  The 
District would provide transportation for those students who qualify, and there will be no fee for summer 
school.  With regard to the High School, Mr. McClure advised that Mr. Graham and the Guidance 
Department are recommending not to host credit recovery courses due to several online correspondence 
vendors are available to provide this to several students.  He explained that the Guidance Department will 
continue to gather student names and notify parents and send home information about the online 
correspondence vendors in order to complete the District’s graduation requirements.  Dave Dowling made 
a motion to approve PBL Junior High offering summer school beginning on Monday, July 14, 2014 through 
Friday, August 1, 2014.  Dean Swan seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being 
present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Will Brumleve entered the meeting at 7:28 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board approve paying for the exam fee for those students who want to 
participate in the advanced placement exam.  Doug Wolken made a motion to approve the District paying 
for the exam fee for those students who want to participate in the advanced placement exam.  Dave 
Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous 
and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that he has uploaded a draft of the intergovernmental agreement between 
the District and the Paxton Park District for them to review.  He stated that he has talked with Neal McKenry 
and feels the District should continue to charge the same fee contained in the agreement due to the fact 
that the Park District is following through and that any problems are handled quickly.  Mr. McClure 
suggested that that only language change he would propose is no facility usage over winter break.  
 
Mr. Dowling advised the Board that he attended the January 30, 2014 annual joint review board meeting on 
the City of Paxton TIF.   He stated that only three people were in attendance at this meeting, and the report 
they provided did not have the correct information.  Mr. Dowling advised the revised report has not been 
received yet, and the City of Paxton TIF has satisfied their requirement to conduct a meeting but nothing 
was reported. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that the District has received another ISBE maintenance grant for the 
surveillance equipment.  He reminded the Board that MCS Technologies gave the Board a presentation on 
surveillance equipment a couple months ago with regard to this project.  Mr. McClure recommended the 
surveillance project be approved and installed during the summer of 2014.  Dave Dowling made a motion to 
approve the ISBE maintenance grant for District surveillance equipment to be installed during the summer 
of 2014.  Cris Thompson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote 
was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure advised the Board that the Building and Grounds Committee is recommending that the District 
approve the ten year Health/Life Safety study in the amount of $39,000.00 in which the District will utilize 
Health/Life Safety funds to pay for this study.  He stated that the Building and Grounds Committee is also 



 - 4 -

recommending the master planning and facilities audit study in the amount of $23,000.00 which will give 
the District a capital development plan for both mechanical and educational purposes.  Dave Dowling made 
a motion to approve the ten year Health/Life Safety study in the amount of $39,000.00 and the master 
planning and facilities audit study in the amount of $23,000.00.  Dean Swan seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that the PBL Booster Club minutes, revenue to expenditure comparison, 
Clara Peterson Elementary/Eastlawn Elementary library report, and High School guidance report have all 
been uploaded to the Board’s website for their review.  Mr. McClure also mentioned to the Board that 
Daron Johnson received an email compliment from a parent from the opposing team with regard to his 
coaching style. He also mentioned that Don Burklund was also commended for the great work he has done 
as a bus driver.  
 
Dean Swan made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, performance of specific employees of the public body pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)1.  Cris 
Thompson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous 
and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session began at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Dean Swan made a motion to come out of closed session.  Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll 
call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session ended at 8:33 p.m.  
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board approve the hiring of Keri Munger as a paraprofessional at PBL 
Junior High.  Cris Thompson made a motion to approve the hiring of Keri Munger as a paraprofessional at 
PBL Junior High.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the 
vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board approve the hiring of Lisa Buhs as a paraprofessional at Eastlawn 
Elementary.  Cris Thompson made a motion to approve the hiring of Lisa Buhs as a paraprofessional at 
Eastlawn Elementary.  Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being 
present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board approve the hiring of Dustin Franckey as the boys track coach for 
PBL Junior High.  Dean Swan made a motion to approve the hiring of Dustin Franckey as the boys track 
coach for PBL Junior High.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being 
present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board affirm the resignations of Kathleen Baumert as a paraprofessional at 
Eastlawn Elementary, Victoria Appl as a hearing impaired teacher at the close of the 2013/2014 school 
year, Martha Gentes as PBL High School secretary/lunch clerk at the close of the 2016/2017 school year 
and to receive 6% retirement incentive, Diana Hale as PBL High School secretary at the close of the 
2016/2017 school year and to receive the 6% retirement incentive, and Courtney Taylor as a teacher at 
Clara Peterson Elementary at the close of the 2013/2014 school year.  Dave Dowling made a motion to 
affirm the resignations of Kathleen Baumert as a paraprofessional at Eastlawn Elementary, Victoria Appl as 
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a hearing impaired teacher at the close of the 2013/2014 school year, Martha Gentes as PBL High School 
secretary/lunch clerk at the close of the 2016/2017 school year and to receive 6% retirement incentive, 
Diana Hale as PBL High School secretary at the close of the 2016/2017 school year and to receive the 6% 
retirement incentive, and Courtney Taylor as a teacher at Clara Peterson Elementary at the close of the 
2013/2014 school year.  Cris Thompson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being 
present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board approve the maternity leave request of Michelle Turner, the modified 
maternity leave request of Katie Grice, and the maternity leave request for the first semester of the 
2014/2015 school year of Charley Kietzman.  Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the maternity leave 
request of Michelle Turner, the modified maternity leave request of Katie Grice, and the maternity leave 
request for the first semester of the 2014/2015 school year of Charley Kietzman.    Cris Thompson 
seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the 
motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board affirm Nick Brehm as a volunteer coach for PBL High School boys 
track.  Dean Swan made a motion to affirm Nick Brehm as a volunteer coach for PBL High School boys 
track.  Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Allen Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, 
all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
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