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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA COMMUNITY UNIT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 BOARD OF EDUCATION OF FORD, CHAMPAIGN, VERMILION, 
IROQUOIS, AND LIVINGSTON COUNTIES OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS HELD WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 18, 2012 AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA BOARD ROOM IN PAXTON, 
ILLINOIS. 
 
President Dawn Bachtold called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Upon roll call, the following board members answered present:  Dawn Bachtold, Mike Short, Dean Swan, 
Doug Wolken, Dave Dowling, Shawn Young, and Cris Thompson.   
 
Others present were Cliff McClure, Amy Teske, Nancy Hofer, Mike Brehm, Molly Steiger, Trent Eshleman, 
Richard Bennett, Tara Wienke, Barry Wright, Josh Didier, Trent Eshleman, Stan Daro, Jim Gleason, Kevin 
Price, Laura Peden, Julie Goetting, Gordie Cockburn, Hillary Sawyer, and Will Brumleve. 
 
Mike Short made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous month.  Dave Dowling seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed. 
 
Dean Swan made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Shawn Young seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Shawn Young made a motion to approve payment of all current bills.   Cris Thompson seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 18, 2012 from Judy Schneider resigning as Eastlawn Elementary 
secretary at the close of the 2011/2012 school year. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 10, 2012 from Linda Marquis resigning as PBL Junior High 
secretary at the close of the 2011/2012 school year.   
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 4, 2012 from Brett Graham resigning as Junior High boys track 
coach effective immediately. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 4, 2012 from Marsha Thompson resigning as Junior High assistant 
track coach effective immediately. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 10, 2012 from Jim Carley resigning as High School girls track 
coach effective immediately. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 18, 2012 from the Family of Matt Elliott thanking the Board of 
Education for the planter in his memory. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated January 6, 2012 from John Rawdin requesting a leave of absence for 
January 6, 2012. 
 
Dean Swan read a letter dated December 16, 2011 from Cheryl Pitman requesting a medical leave of 
absence. 
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Dean Swan read a letter dated January 9, 2012 from Sharon Higgins requesting a medical leave of 
absence. 
 
Mr. McClure introduced Hillary Sawyer who serves as the sponsor of the Junior High Lego League.  Ms. 
Sawyer thanked the Board for allowing her to present to them this evening.  She introduced Gordie 
Cockburn who volunteers his time to assist Ms. Sawyer with Lego League along with student 
representatives of the Lego League team.  Ms. Sawyer stated that Lego League is an international league, 
and Mr. Cockburn was an assistant judge in the world competition in St. Louis, Missouri last year.  This 
year’s focus is a food factor, and next year’s focus will be senior solutions.  Ms. Sawyer advised that Lego 
League is about robotics, and the Junior High program is growing.  There can only be ten students on the 
team to present, so she had students complete an application as to why they should be on the team.  She 
stated that Lego League teaches Math, Science, social skills, and leadership.   
 
Ms. Sawyer also advised the Board with regard to Junior High Scholastic Bowl.  She stated that forty-five 
students from 6th through 8th grade tried out for Scholastic Bowl.  She will be auditioning more students due 
to illnesses and sports conflicts.  Ms. Sawyer advised she will be taking a minimum of fifteen students to be 
on the Scholastic Bowl team which is the maximum allowed for competition per IESA rules. 
 
Hillary Sawyer, Gordie Cockburn, Laura Peden, Julie Goetting, and student representatives of Lego 
League left the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that Jim Gleason from GHR Engineers & Associates and Kevin Price from 
Gorski-Reifsteck are in attendance this evening to inform the Board regarding their building inspection 
findings and recommendations.  He advised that they have also done an extensive review of the District’s 
health/life safety work and documents.  Mr. Gleason stated as they reviewed the buildings and documents 
they formulated a brief road map of issues that reflected concern.  He stated the District has already 
addressed some of the issues with regard to heating and cooling, and they will be ready to assist the 
District if so desired.   
 
With regard to the Eastlawn roof, Mr. Price and Mr. Gleason advised that there are two issues.  The first is 
the chimney which is in disrepair and needs to be stabilized immediately.  Mr. Gleason stated that the 
chimney was originally built to support coal and the top part is deteriorating.  He advised they are looking to 
lower the chimney to a certain level and add a steel venting mechanism.  Mr. Gleason stated the roof at 
Eastlawn could use some immediate patching and repair work to prevent leaks on the third floor.  However, 
he stated there are a lot of touchy areas up on this roof, but feels it is worth fixing and salvaging.   
 
The Clara Peterson driveway project could not be evaluated due to snow at the time, so they plan to 
address this project at another time.  Mr. Gleason advised the Board with regard to his thoughts on Clara 
Peterson’s upgraded electrical in the classrooms and upgraded mechanical (heating/ventilating) systems.  
He stated it is a steam system with no air conditioning.  He would like to study the possible solutions to 
Clara Peterson’s mechanical retro fit by studying three vastly different systems so that there are options for 
the District, or varying life cycle systems.  Mr. Gleason stated the solution to the electrical at Clara Peterson 
varies heavily upon the mechanical system of the building.  He would like to get the study performed and 
presented to the Board at the February meeting so the District can prepare for summer work at Clara 
Peterson Elementary.  Mr. Gleason stated they would like to give the Board a similar proposal with regard 
to the High School.  However, he feels there is not enough time to do the studies that need to be done for 
the High School for the current year.  He advised that the Eastlawn Elementary study does contain some of 
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the same work performed at Clara Peterson.  However, Eastlawn Elementary is a little more expansive 
since there are more improvements at Eastlawn than at Clara Peterson.  Mr. Price stated that they are 
doing a building repair assessment of Eastlawn Elementary building as compared to building a brand new 
school in the future.   
 
Mr. Gleason advised that more discussions need to occur with regard to the football field lighting project.  
He feels that direction needs to be given with regard to real costs of this project and if any health/life safety 
funds could be utilized.  Mr. Gleason stated that the current poles are sound.  However, the wiring is not 
sound.  The current fixtures are still in serviceable condition, but some questions need to be addressed as 
well as dollar figures.   
 
Mr. Gleason and Mr. Price informed the Board they are ready to assist the District with regard to the 
concession stand project and sign-offs or required documentation to finish this project.  They advised the 
Board they will wait until they have Board direction as to how to proceed.  Mr. McClure stated that he is  
recommending the Board approve the Clara Peterson Elementary study at this time.  The other building 
studies can be considered at another time.  Mr. McClure stated the Clara Peterson Elementary study needs 
to occur as soon as possible so that summer work can be lined up.  The study for the High School does not 
have to be done until a later time.  Mr. McClure advised that health/life safety amendments will need to be 
done when the District begins talking about the scope of the work and other matters.  Mr. Short suggested 
that a Building and Grounds Committee meeting be held to consider some of the recommendations, and 
then present the Committee’s recommendations to the Board.  Mr. McClure advised that if the Board 
approves the study, Mr. Gleason and Mr. Price plan to report to the Board at the February board meeting.  
He added that he would prefer the architects to start on the chimney and roof projects at Eastlawn 
Elementary, and the architects will need some direction from the Board on these projects.  Dean Swan 
made a motion to approve the building study at Clara Peterson Elementary.  Mike Short seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Jim Gleason and Kevin Price left the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Ms. Wienke went over the various PLAN, EXPLORE, and ACT test scores and compared them to the 
national norm.  She stated that across the board the District scored above the national norm which is great 
news.  Ms. Wienke then presented different ways to interpret the scores to the Board.  She stated that 
discussions have occurred with regard to hosting a career day or college day by having other schools join 
PBL in hosting this event.  Ms. Wienke advised that the Instructional Planner team is still working and 
preparing lesson plans, and they are planning a full day of training of Instructional Planner in February.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that Patrick Burns, Kristin Oyer, and Stacey Johnson have compiled 
additional questions to be administered on the Illinois Youth Survey and is recommending the Board 
approve them.  Some of the questions address over-the-counter drugs, marijuana, and pep spice.  Dean 
Swan made a motion to approve the additional questions to be added to the Illinois Youth Survey.  Dave 
Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous 
and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure advised the Board that he and Mike Brehm have met with Todd McNutt from MCS yesterday 
and went over the various proposed upgrades to the Commons Area.  He stated the Commons Area is 
heavily utilized, a great place to host professional development, and feels it is something that is needed.  A 
discussion was held with regard to additional speakers.  Mr. McClure stated the drop down screen is 110” 
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wide with push button options.  Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the technology upgrades to the 
Commons Area.  Cris Thompson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, 
the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. Eshleman addressed the Board with regard to the High School offering a capstone Math course to 
seniors only as a means of offering a fourth year Math course.  He stated this course would be more of a 
review of the three previous years of Math and would be considered a college prep course open to seniors 
only.  Mr. Eshleman feels this course is beneficial to the students.  He advised he would like to hold off on 
recommending an AP U.S. History course at this time due to lack of information regarding AP, dual credit, 
and qualified teachers for this course.  Mike Short made a motion to approve PBL High School offering a 
capstone Math course for seniors only beginning with the 2012/2013 school year.  Shawn Young seconded 
the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion 
passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that he, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Funk, Mayor Ingold, and Mr. Scheuring met 
yesterday to discuss the City’s TIF.   He stated that the City did present the District with the blight study of 
the TIF that includes 296 parcels.  Mr. McClure reported that the blight study explains how areas are 
deemed and eligible to be included in a TIF.  He also discussed the TIF implementation calendar that was 
given to him.  Mr. McClure informed the Board that Mr. Scheuring would write a letter to the City which 
would generalize concerns by all school districts about TIFs, not just those of PBL.  Mr. McClure suggested 
the District needs to review the redevelopment study and TIF map once a copy is received.  Mr. Scheuring 
promised the District would have the redevelopment study as of today; however, the District does not have 
it.  He advised as the Board reviews the TIF map and redevelopment study, the Board needs to discuss 
what its concerns are and share them with the City.  The District needs to wait on a proposal from the City 
first.  Mr. McClure feels it is the City’s move, and they have yet to respond to the District’s last letter to them 
in June of 2009.  He stated that Mr. Scheuring wants the District’s input on the redevelopment study and 
TIF map. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that all new Board members must satisfy new training requirements and 
that all Board members must complete the online Open Meetings Act training.  He stated this must be done 
by all Board members by June 2012.   
 
A discussion was held with regard to the proposed 2012/2013 school calendar and possible amendment to 
the 2011/2012 school calendar.  Mr. McClure advised that the District had the Board approve the 
2011/2012 school calendar back in March, and in June, the State of Illinois changed the law.  He explained 
that the District amended the calendar for the first day of school, but he would like to amend the calendar 
with regard to the last day of school.  The proposal is a teacher institute on one day and then a half day of 
student attendance and half day of school improvement.  Mr. McClure stated he would like to look into this 
matter as report card pick-up day no longer exists due to new legislation.   
 
Mr. McClure reviewed both school calendar options for the 2012/2013 school year with the Board.  A 
discussion was held regarding the length of the winter break.  Mr. McClure informed the Board of the 
various school holidays and breaks proposed for the school year.  He advised he is interested in defining 
the beginning and end of the school year.  Mr. McClure stated that Tuesday early dismissal are a good 
thing, and staff members are taking advantage of this time.  He advised that the Board will review the 
proposed calendars again in February and approve the final school calendar for 2012/2013 in March. 
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With regard to 2012 summer school, Mr. McClure recommended the District offer morning and afternoon 
sessions of High School credit recovery courses in Math and English for those students who failed a 
semester of either subject, extended school year as required by an IEP, and Drivers Education.  Summer 
school would end on Tuesday, July 3, 2012 which allows for twenty days of instruction.  Mr. McClure stated 
that the District will again offer Ed Options online for summer school, and administration is looking into 
offering Ed Options during the third and fourth quarters of the 2011/2012 school year as well.  Summer 
school courses will cost $75.00 per course, and those who qualify for free and reduced waivers may attend 
at no charge.  Mr. Graham will be the summer school administrator this year, and the only other change to 
summer school is that the District will no longer offer reimbursement for successfully completing summer 
school courses.  Mr. McClure explained that there needs to be some ownership on the part of the student 
and to aid in off-setting the cost of the software that the District has to incur to provide this program.  It is for 
these reasons that there will be no reimbursement for taking summer school courses.     
 
Mr. McClure advised that the PSAE test will be administered on April 24 and April 25, 2012, and ISAT tests 
will be administered on March 5 through March 16, 2012. 
 
Mr. McClure stated that the Finance, Building and Grounds, Personnel, and Extra-Curricular Committees 
need to meet, and he would like to arrange a date for sometime towards the end of January or first part of 
February. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the Board that the District will need to bid its commercial insurance in the near future, 
and he will schedule a meeting with Jerry Butts to get documents ready for this. 
 
Mr. McClure advised the Board that at next month’s meeting there will be a waiver hearing prior to the start 
of the regular meeting.  The waiver hearing is for student attendance on Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. 
 
Doug Wolken made a motion to go into closed session to discuss to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, performance of specific employees of the public body pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c).  Dean 
Swan seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and 
the motion passed.   
 
Closed session began at 9:06 p.m. 
 
Dave Dowling made a motion to come out of closed session.  Mike Short seconded the motion.  Upon roll 
call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session ended at 10:40 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board approve the reassignment of Rosalene Lindgren from High School 
English to High School Family and Consumer Science for the 2012/2013 school year.  Dave Dowling made 
a motion to approve the reassignment of Rosalene Lindgren from High School English to High School 
Family and Consumer Science for the 2012/2013 school year.  Dean Swan seconded the motion.  Upon roll 
call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board affirm the resignations of Bret Graham as Junior High boys track 
coach, Jim Carley as High School girls track coach, Marsha Thompson as Junior High assistant track 
coach, Judy Schneider as Eastlawn secretary,  and Linda Marquis as Junior High secretary.   Shawn 
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Young made a motion to affirm the resignations of Bret Graham as Junior High boys track coach, Jim 
Carley as High School girls track coach, Marsha Thompson as Junior High assistant track coach, Judy 
Schneider as Eastlawn secretary,  and Linda Marquis as Junior High secretary.  Doug Wolken seconded 
the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion 
passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board approve the medical leave requests of Sharon Higgins and Cheryl 
Pitman.  Mike Short made a motion to approve the medical leave requests of Sharon Higgins and Cheryl 
Pitman.  Dean Swan seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board affirm Craig Pinley, Bob Nuckols, and Weston Henry as volunteer 
coaches for High School boys’ baseball.  Mike Short made a motion to affirm Craig Pinley, Bob Nuckols, 
and Weston Henry as volunteer coaches for High School boys’ baseball.  Dave Dowling seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the Board affirm Emory Alred as a volunteer coach for High School girls’ 
softball.  Dean Swan made a motion to affirm Emory Alred as a volunteer coach for High school girls’ 
softball.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
Dean Swan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Cris Thompson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, 
all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
President, Board of Education Secretary, Board of Education 


