
What is Fieldwork?  
Fieldwork is an opportunity to extend your learning beyond the classroom by working with an               
expert in the area of interest you have selected. For your Senior Project you are required to                 
complete a minimum of 20 hours of fieldwork with your mentor. Fieldwork can take many forms                
and may or may not result in a tangible product. Your fieldwork may build upon previous                
knowledge or experience but must represent a “learning stretch.” If you stretch to apply your               
current skills and knowledge, your project should be challenging but achievable.  
  
Fieldwork cannot simply be a continuation of a current job or extracurricular activity. You must               
be actively involved and do something as opposed to merely observing. For example, simple               
job shadowing is not acceptable for fieldwork. If your fieldwork objective is to learn a new skill                 
or talent, you must then extend or apply this talent. Simply taking a class does not satisfy the                  
fieldwork requirements. Fieldwork should not be so easy and/or beneath your skill-level that             
there is no challenge for you.  In addition, you cannot be paid for your fieldwork hours. 
 

Who can be a Mentor? 
A mentor is a member of the community who has professional expertise or considerable              
experience and knowledge in the field of study you have selected. In addition to this               
requirement, your mentor must: 

● Be at least 21 years of age. 
● Not be a family member or relative. 
● Not be a current employer. 

Faculty members have served as mentors for students in the past and may be approached as                
potential mentors. 
 

What is a Mentor’s Role? 
Before you begin, you will develop a plan for your fieldwork. Once you have done this, you will                  
discuss it with your mentor and fine-tune your plan so that your project is both challenging and                 
achievable. Your mentor will oversee your project, guiding, advising, and encouraging you            
throughout. It is your responsibility to stay in contact with your mentor before and during the                
fieldwork process. Ultimately, this is your project and the mentor is there to assist you along the                 
way. 
 

How is Fieldwork Documented? 
As you work with your mentor on your project, keep track of the hours, dates and individual                 
tasks you complete using the Fieldwork Time Log sheet. When your project is complete, your               
mentor must sign your time log to verify your hours. Your mentor must also write and sign a                  
Letter of Recommendation describing his/her overall impression of your involvement in the            
fieldwork.  
 
If your project results in a tangible product, you must bring it with you to your Senior Board                  
Presentation. If your project does not result in a tangible product, you should provide              
photographs or a video of you involved in your fieldwork. 



 

FIELDWORK TIME LOG 
 
Senior’s Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
Description of Fieldwork: _______________________________________ 
 
Mentor’s Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
Mentor’s Occupation: __________________________________________ 
 

Date                     Number of Hours                       Description of Fieldwork 
 
1._____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3.____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4.____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5.____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

6.____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7.____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

TOTAL __________ 
As a mentor, I assure the Senior Project Advisory Board that the student spent a minimum of                 
twenty hours on the fieldwork with me. 
 



Mentor Signature: ________________________________________  Date:  ______________ 
 

 
 


