
C O N S T I T U T I O N 

 

PREAMBLE 

We, the members of Barrington High School, in order to provide the opportunity for young 

people to learn and discuss current events and the makeup of our political system, as well as 

events in our local, state, and federal government, do hereby establish this constitution for the 

Young Politicians Club of Barrington High School. 

 

ARTICLE I 

Name 

The name of this organization will be the Young Politicians Club of Barrington High School. 

 

ARTICLE II 

 

Purpose and Goals 

 

The purpose of this club to enrich the knowledge and understanding of current events and 

politics on a local and national scale, and to provide a bipartisan group where all sides of issues 

can be freely discussed. 

 

The goals of the club are to: 

 

1. Learn and understand current events 

2. Learn and understand the political makeup of local and national governments 

3. Provide a nonpartisan location for all ideas to come together 

4. Discuss views and positions of certain events, policies, and trends 

5. Help people become open-minded and accepting of the views of others 

 

ARTICLE III 

 

Membership 

 

To be eligible for membership a student must:  

1. Possess good character and be a student at Barrington High School. 

2. Be interested in politics and current events, and be willing to contribute to conversations 

and discussions. 

3. Be open to the ideas of others, and respect that there are many different viewpoints on 

issues and be able to work to understand and accept the views of others. 

4. Student may be removed from the club by a 2/3 vote by the officers if he/she breaks any 

of the stated rules. 

ARTICLE IV 
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Meetings and Events 

 

1.  The club will meet not less than twice per month, as provided in the by-laws, at a time 

and place suited to the convenience of the members, with due regard for their school 

obligations. 

2. Advisor Clause: Advisor has the right to cancel or postpone any meeting or event without 

the permission of the Board of Officers 

3. Scheduling meetings on holidays and vacation weeks are left to the discretion of the 

officers, but members may not be penalized for not attending these meetings or events.     

4. Events must be relevant to the purpose of the club, and must be approved by all officers 

and club advisor. 

 

ARTICLE V 

 

Officer and Directors 

 

1. The Board of Officers of this club will include a President, Vice President, Speaker of the 

Board, Treasurer, Republican Whip, and Democratic Whip. 

2. Quorum 

a. ⅓ of club must be present for any official business, such as elections or 

impeachment proceedings, or an amount deemed acceptable by advisor 

b. In order to participate in any vote, members must have attended at least three 

prior meetings in the past scholastic year 

3. Removal Clause: Removal of an officer can only be due to a failure of duties, and must 

follow the following procedure: 

a. Formal complaint to advisor with grounds 

b. Formal complaint to Board of Officers 

c. Acceptance of grounds by advisor 

d. 3/4 impeachment vote by club members 

e. Acceptance of impeachment by advisor  

4. Elections of officers must follow the following procedure 

a. Voice nomination by a member and then seconded by another in order to be 

placed on official slate for each specific position 

b. Nominated members may give a speech detailing their platform 

c. In order to be elected, a candidate must receive a plurality of the votes casted 

d. In the event of a tie, a runoff election will include all tied candidates 

i. A plurality is necessary in order to be elected 

5. Override Clause:  

a. Club advisor has ultimate override authority on any major club decisions 

6. Founder Clause: Ben Rubin and Conor Ridlon will serve as Co-Presidents until the end of 

the 2013-2014 school year, and will be recognized as the founders and honorary members 

until the club is dissolved. They are exempt from the Removal Clause. 
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ARTICLE VI 

 

Duties of Officers 

 

1.  President:  The president will preside at all regular and special meetings and events of 

the club and the Board of Officers; will, with the approval of the board, appoint all 

standing and special committees; and, in the event of a vacancy in the board of directors, 

will, with the approval of the board, fill such vacancy by appointment until the next 

regular election of the club.  The president will be an ex-officio member of all 

committees. He/she will also be responsible for the planning and setup of all events, and 

coordinating the duties of other members and officers. 

2. Vice-President:  The vice-president will succeed to the office of president in the event of 

removal of the latter for whatever cause, and, in the absence of the president, will preside 

at all meetings and events of the club and of the Board of Officers. 

3. Speaker of the Board:  The speaker will maintain all club records and will keep minutes 

of all meetings of the club and Board of Officers. He/she will also be responsible for 

preparing the necessary information for meetings and events, and providing members 

with necessary details. He/she will also serve as a judge if necessary in a debate. 

4. Treasurer:  The treasurer will maintain all necessary records, reports the club’s financial 

status at each meeting of the club, and will hold all records available for inspection by 

any club member. He/she will also be responsible for planning the financial aspect of any 

event or meeting as necessary. 

5. Republican Whip: The Republican Whip will serve as the chairman and representative of 

the conservative view during debates and events, and will be responsible for collecting 

and preparing necessary information as requested by the President and/or other members 

of the board. He/she will also be a liaison to the Board of Officers from the conservative 

minded members. 

6. Democratic Whip: The Democratic Whip will serve as the chairman and representative of 

the liberal view during debates and events, and will be responsible for collecting and 

preparing necessary information as requested by the President and/or other members of 

the board. He/she will also be a liaison to the Board of Officers from the liberally minded 

members. 

 

ARTICLE VII 

 

Activities and Projects 
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1. This club will coordinate with local, state, and federal officials and campaigns to seek all 

aspects of political trends and events. 

2. The club will undertake among its activities at least two major projects annually, one 

designed to serve the political atmosphere of the school, and the other observe different 

aspects of politics outside of the school. 

3. The club will be responsible for planning all outside of school events it plans on 

partaking in. 

4. It is the responsibility of the club to raise the funds necessary to carry out its program. 

Members will be held responsible for all fees and costs required for the club to carry out 

its intentions. 

5. When there is an event outside of school, the advisor is in complete control and members 

must obey his/her orders. The Board of Officers is expected to help the advisor in 

completing this duty. 

 

ARTICLE VIII 

 

Fees and Dues 

 

1. Any additional fees, dues or assessments on the membership of the club will be nominal 

and will only be for the purpose of meeting the administrative costs of the club.  Funds 

for activities and projects undertaken by the club will in general be raised apart from such 

fees, dues or assessments. Members are not required to pay fees, and any donations and 

fees made are out of the goodwill and decision of the member. 

 

ARTICLE IX 

 

Amendment Process 

 

1. This constitution may be amended at any time if the advisor, president, vice president, 

speaker of the board, and a quorum is present. 

2. All potential amendments must be submitted to the officers a week prior to any vote. 

3. Amendments will be passed by majority vote of members present, or a number deemed 

fit by the club advisor.  

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE X 

 

Date of Effective 
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1. This constitution will be effective immediately after ratification by the School Committee 

 

 

 


