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The Barrington Public Schools Policy Committee met on Thursday, July 12, 2018 at 8:35 a.m. in the 

Administration Building.  Present were Kate D. Brody, Dr. Paula Dillon, Dr. Megan Douglas, and Mr. 

Michael B. Messore, III. 

Dr. Douglas requested that the June 4, 2018 meeting minutes be amended to reflect the correction of a 

typographical error.  Dr. Douglas moved and Dr. Dillon seconded the motion to approve the Policy 

Committee meeting minutes of June 4, 2018 and June 21, 2018.  The motion was approved 4-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Dr. Dillon, Dr. Douglas and Mr. Messore voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. Messore reported that Barrington Chief of Police John LaCross is in the process of reviewing the 

model policy resource as provided by the Connecticut Association of Boards of Education (CABE) relative 

to school security and culture, including video monitoring practices.  Mr. Messore will request that the 

Barrington Middle School Security Subcommittee review the document in collaboration with the Public 

Safety leadership team.  The next step, upon completion of review, will be review by legal counsel in the 

context of educational decisions for clarification relative to educational best practice reference.   

The Draft Social Media Use Policy for Faculty and Staff was discussed in the context of policy templates 

provided by legal counsel.   It was the consensus of the Policy Committee that the Des Moines (Iowa) 

Public Schools Social Media Guidelines template was most consistent with the Barrington Public Schools 

(BPS) practice relative to consideration for adaptation.  Dr. Dillon incorporated the summative feedback 

in the draft document and will forward it to legal counsel for review. 

Ms. Brody reported that Mr. Patrick Scott, Barrington High School (BHS) English Department faculty 

member, had reached out to share concerns relative to the need to revisit the cell phone use policy in 

the Barrington Public Schools.   Dr. Dillon has responded to Mr. Scott with a suggestion that he bring his 

concern forward to BHS Principal Mr. Joseph Hurley and the BHS School Improvement Team.  Dr. Dillon 

noted that the Barrington Middle School (BMS) School Improvement Team considered cell phone use in 

that learning community and developed a written protocol that suits the needs of BMS teachers and 

students.  The process has been quite successful, as the learning community can make changes more 

readily to address what is working and what is not working and can address developmentally 

appropriate guidelines with the protocol.  Mr. Scott will address his concerns with the BHS School 

Improvement Team.  Building based protocols for cell phone use will provide guidance relative to cell 

phone use within developmentally appropriate guidelines throughout the district.   

The draft Admissions, Residency and Attendance Policy was discussed to address the absence of existing 

policy, as admission credentials for students entering the Barrington Public Schools are currently 

addressed with BPS protocols.  Ms. Brody suggested the Fairfax County (VA) Public Schools Policy as a 

template and Dr. Dillon created a draft policy for discussion.  After revising the draft policy based on 

feedback per discussion, it was the consensus of the Policy Committee to forward the draft for review by 

legal counsel. 

Ms. Brody provided the Continuous Improvement Policy from The School District of Menomonee Falls 

(WI) for consideration and discussion.  Dr. Douglas suggested that the policy language be considered as 

a statement of philosophy relative to the Strategic Plan as opposed to a policy at this time, as the 



learning curve associated with the operationalization of the Strategic Plan will include a deeper 

understanding of systemic continuous quality improvement practices.   It was the consensus of the 

Policy Committee to table consideration of the policy at this time, and address the concept at a future 

School Committee Work Session. 

The Facility Use Application document and Rules and Protocols for Use of School Facilities was discussed 

and Dr. Dillon led the discussion relative to specifics of the process that she had created in partnership 

with Mr. George Finn, Director of Athletics and Student Activities.    

The Homework Policy was reviewed, with specific revisions made regarding vacations, long weekends, 
and religious holidays at both the high school and middle school.  Some additional clarifying revisions 
were made to the K-3 section, and the introduction was modified to be consistent with other 
policies.  Once those final changes have been included, it will be sent for initial read to the School 
Committee.   
 
Multiple policies regarding School Committee Board Governance and Operations were reviewed and 
edited, as per the following: 
 
The following policies were edited into a single new policy and they should be archived: School 
Committee Elections, School Committee Qualifications, and School Committee Member Resignation. 
The new policy, BPS School Committee Membership: Qualifications, Election, and Resignation, will be 
forwarded to the School Committee for first read at the next available date. 
 
The following policies were edited into a single new policy and they should be archived: School 
Committee Member Authority, School Board Power and Duties, and School Committee Legal Status. The 
new policy, BPS School Committee Authority, Legal Status and Duties, will be forwarded to the School 
Committee for first read at the next available date. 
 
The following policies were edited into a single new policy and they should be archived: School 
Committee Officers and Barrington School Committee Policy Role of the Chair.  The new policy, BPS 
School Committee Organization, Officers, and Officer Responsibilities, will be reviewed at the next Policy 
Subcommittee meeting when all members are present before submitting to the School Committee. 
 
The following policies were edited into a single new policy and they should be archived: Quorum of the 
School Committee, Rules of Order, Order of Business at Annual Organizational Meeting, Agenda, 
Minutes of the Meetings of the School Committee, Open Meetings, School Committee Meetings—
Regular and Special, School Committee Meetings—Executive Session, and Special Procedures for 
Conducting Hearings. The new policy, BPS School Committee Meetings and Records, will be forwarded 
to the School Committee for first read at the next available date. 
 
The following policies were reviewed with some edits made, but will be held to the next Policy 
Subcommittee meeting when all members are present before submitting to the School Committee: 
Communications to the School Committee, Public Comment at School Committee Meetings Policy and 
Public Comment Guidelines. 
 
Additional business-related policies of the School Committee were deferred to the next meeting of the 
Policy Subcommittee. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:49 a.m. 


