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The Barrington Public Schools (BPS) Policy Committee met on Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 8:30 

a.m. in the Administration Building.  Present were Kate D. Brody, Dr. Paula Dillon, Dr. Megan Douglas, 

and Mr. Michael B. Messore, III.  Mr. Douglas Fiore, Director of Administration and Finance, was present 

as an invited guest for the review of legal counsel recommendations for policy adoption and revision.  

Dr. Douglas moved and Mr. Messore seconded the motion to approve the Policy Committee meeting 

minutes of August 20, 2018.  The motion was approved 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Dr. Dillon, Dr. Douglas and 

Mr. Messore voting in the affirmative. 

Dr. Dillon confirmed that the future practice with regard to legal counsel review of policy will be to 

provide legal counsel with two weeks advance notice of requests for review of policy considerations and 

revision.   In addition, legal counsel will ensure that its recommendations will be provided to the 

Administration 72 hours prior to Policy Committee meetings to support sufficient review by the Policy 

Committee before its meeting.    

Ms. Brody introduced the Collective Bargaining Impacts Statements Policy from the Portsmouth (Rhode 

Island) School Department for discussion.  Mr. Fiore provided input relative to the need for compliance 

with statutory obligations and the past practice of the Barrington Public Schools to ensure that 

compliance.  It was the consensus of the Policy Committee to use the Portsmouth policy as a reference 

document for the School Committee during the collective bargaining process and to not introduce a new 

policy for consideration. 

The Policy Committee and Mr. Fiore discussed the need for consideration of a school attorney/legal 

services policy and referenced the Portsmouth (RI) School Department policy.   In the interests of 

providing flexibility for collaborative work, it was the consensus of the Policy Committee to not 

introduce a new policy for consideration. 

The Policy Committee and Mr. Fiore discussed the Transportation Policy, including the current policy 

and protocol with regard to transportation best practice and consistency with Barrington Public Schools 

(BPS) broad policy language that is supported by specific protocol that is flexible to accommodate 

changes over time.  Discussion included the following components of the transportation policy:  

frameworks and expectations for transportation, safety and operational efficiency, and school 

schedules.  The Administration will evaluate resources and capacity and propose a timeline for 

consideration relative to a plan for revision of the Transportation Policy.   

Mr. Fiore departed the meeting at 9:10 a.m. 

Ms. Brody introduced the discussion of the Field Trip Policy and shared the concern identified by Ms. 

Bindu Mallick, Barrington High School Parent Association President, for consideration of the need to 

confirm security plans for field trips that include overnight stays, in the interests of student safety.  

Discussion ensued relative to the types of field trips, the various sizes of student groups, the level of 

detail of security options offered by hotels, and the need to explore external security providers for 

overnight trips.  It was the consensus of the Policy Committee to revise the Field Trip Approval Form as 



follows:  identify the need for at least two chaperones for all field trips and identify the need to describe 

the security protocols in place for the hotel and overnight portion of the field trip.  The Administration 

will not approve field trips in the future without the revised approval form.   

Dr. Douglas and Ms. Brody introduced the Draft Decision Making Processes Policy and Protocol.   The 

policy was created as follows:  a single policy statement outlining the essential components of the 

decision making processes, and a decision-making protocol with the identification of specific steps in the 

process.   It was the consensus of the Policy Committee that the format of the policy will support BPS 

practice.  Ms. Brody thanked Dr. Douglas for her initiative to incorporate the protocol actions in graphic 

format.  The first reading of the Decision Making Processes Policy will be at the October 4 School 

Committee meeting.  The Administration will consider the need for incorporation of best practice 

learned at the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) conference in mid-October, 2018.   

Ms. Brody introduced the discussion relative to the need for consideration of a Residency Audit policy, 

as a follow up to the recently adopted policies relative to student enrollment.  It was the consensus of 

the Policy Committee that the burden of proof is defined in statute and that the building principals have 

a key role in ensuring the fidelity of policy implementation. 

Dr. Dillon led the discussion relative to the Weapons and Assault Policy, as she had requested guidance 

from legal counsel relative to potential policies or protocols that would address adults on school 

grounds or in school buildings carrying concealed firearms pursuant to lawful conceal/carry licensure.  

Legal counsel had suggested policy revisions or other action items for consideration.  Dr. Dillon offered 

to draft a revised policy incorporating the recommendations of legal counsel and share with the Policy 

Committee prior to the addition of the policy revision on an upcoming School Committee meeting 

agenda.   

The Advisory Committees to the School Committee Policy was discussed relative to the need for a 

revision of the Special Education Advisory Committees to the School Committee Policy, specifically as it 

relates to the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC.)  The SEAC bylaws are defined by statute 

and Barrington Public Schools policy language must be consistent with statutory language.  Dr. Dillon will 

incorporate the language for revision and the first reading of the revised policy will be held at the 

October 4 School Committee meeting.   

The discussion of School Committee Governance and Operating Policies was deferred to the next Policy 

Committee meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 

 


