
Barrington Public Schools 

Barrington School Committee  

Minutes of Policy Committee Meeting 

Thursday, August 2, 2018 

 

The Barrington Public Schools (BPS) Policy Committee met on Thursday, August 2, 2018 at 10:40 a.m. in 

the Administration Building.  Present were Kate D. Brody, Dr. Paula Dillon, Dr. Megan Douglas, and Mr. 

Michael B. Messore, III. 

Dr. Douglas requested that the July 12, 2018 meeting minutes be amended to reflect the correction of a 

typographical error.  Dr. Douglas moved and Dr. Dillon seconded the motion to approve the Policy 

Committee meeting minutes of July 12, 2018.  The motion was approved 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Dr. Dillon, 

Dr. Douglas and Mr. Messore voting in the affirmative. 

The Policy Committee, in an effort to address the concern relative to the timely review of policies by 

legal counsel, and to support a deeper understanding of the work load for legal counsel, requested that 

Dr. Dillon include Ms. Sara Rapport, Esq., on all future BPS communication with legal counsel relative to 

requests for policy review by legal counsel.   

Mr. Messore is awaiting feedback from Barrington Chief of Police John LaCross relative to his review, 

with consultation from colleagues in the public safety profession, of the model policy resource as 

provided by the Connecticut Association of Boards of Education (CABE) relative to school security and 

culture, including video monitoring practices.  Mr. Messore will share United States Department of 

Justice and United States Secret Service best practice models with Chief LaCross, Detective Captain Dino 

DeCrescenzo of the Barrington Police Department, and BPS School Resource Officer Joshua Melo, as 

provided by Dr. Dillon based on her grant research.  Mr. Messore proposed that a collaborative meeting 

be scheduled with Detective Captain DeCrescenzo and SRO Melo and the BPS social work team to 

support the development of a deeper understanding relative to BPS ongoing work and culture; the 

Policy Committee expressed its enthusiastic support of that plan.   Further Policy Committee review of 

the Building Access Security Monitoring Policy will be tabled pending notification by Mr. Messore of the 

completion of its review by Chief LaCross. 

The Admissions, Residency and Attendance Policy was reviewed by legal counsel and, after discussion of 

identified suggestions for revision, it was the consensus of the Policy Committee to forward the policy  

for its first reading at the August 22, 2018 School Committee meeting.  The Age of Enrollment Policy was 

discussed as a relevant companion policy and it was the consensus of the Policy Committee to include its 

first reading at the August 22 School Committee meeting.  The Policy Committee will propose that the 

existing Ages of Attendance Policy be archived at the August 22 School Committee meeting.  

Dr. Dillon provided context for the discussion relative to consideration of a draft recording of instruction 

in schools policy, based on an identified BPS need.  The proposed protocol was discussed with a request 

that Dr. Dillon forward the draft policy to legal counsel for review, to include a specific inquiry relative to 

possible unintended omissions for the policy.   Legal counsel recommendations for this policy will be 

reviewed at the next Policy Committee meeting.   

The Draft Social Media Use Policy for Faculty and Staff was reviewed by legal counsel.  It was the 

consensus of the Policy Committee, after discussion, to rename the policy as Social Media Use Policy for 



Staff and Volunteers and to forward the policy for its first reading at the August 22 School Committee 

meeting.   

The definition of Charges for Advisory Committees to the School Committee will be a topic for discussion 

at the August 1 School Committee meeting.   

It was the consensus of the Policy Committee to table the discussion relative to the Decision Making 

Process Protocol until the next Policy Committee meeting. 

The draft School Committee Governing Standards and Protocols Policy was introduced by Ms. Brody and 

Dr. Douglas as an outcome of their July 26 work session.  The document is proposed for consideration in 

a dual role, as a School Committee self- evaluation tool and as a statement of School Committee and 

Administration Governing Standards and Principles.  The National School Boards Association (NSBA) Key 

Work of School Boards Guidebook served as a template for format, with additional national and regional 

reference sources from multiple School Boards and School Committees.   The Policy Committee 

conducted a brief discussion and provided initial feedback; the discussion will continue at the August 6 

Administrators and School Committee Work Session.    

The School Committee Governance and Operating Policies discussion was deferred to the next Policy 

Committee meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m. 

 


