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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 11.01.2018 

A monthly meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, November 1, 

2018, in the School Committee Room.  School Committee Chair Ms. Kate Brody called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. 

Douglas, Ms. Pine, Ms. Kuo, Mr. Messore, Dr. Dillon, and Mr. Fiore. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. C.J. Hilty, Barrington High School student, led everyone the Pledge of Allegiance. 

   

Achievement Recognition 

 

Former Barrington High School students received the Attorney General Dennis Roberts Justice 

Award for Domestic Violence Prevention for the development of the Silent 911 app to help 

victims of domestic violence secretly contact law enforcement without the abuser being aware.  

In 2017, the then seniors Matthew Collyer, Kieran Egan, Stephen Johnston and Hayden Ivatts 

along with and junior Christopher Sarli set out to create an app for the Verizon Innovative 

Learning Program app challenge.  

 

Barrington High School Girls Field Hockey player Elizabeth Lewis was a WPRI 12 Hometown 

Hero and recognized for her three-time 1st Team All-State Division I Title.   

 

Barrington Middle School Boys Cross Country Team finished third at the state championship 

meet and first place in Eastern Division meet.   

 

Barrington Middle School Girls Cross Country Team finished first place in Eastern Division 

meet.   

 

 Public Comment 

 

There was no public comment. 

  

Superintendent Report 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Mr. Hurley and Dr. Dillon to present the Proficiency-Based Graduation 

Requirements update. 

 

Dr. Dillon and Mr. Hurley outlined the Proficiency-Based Graduation Requirements (PBGR) and 

the skills that characterize a Barrington Public Schools graduate. They identified K-12 skills that 

help inform and define the New England Association of Schools and Colleges’ (NEASC) vision 

of a graduate. BHS is in the early process of preparing for its NEASC accreditation. Mr. Hurley 

presented on the NEASC process. BHS is currently collecting surveys, forming a self-reflection 
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committee, and defining the vision of the BPS graduate in preparation for its NEASC visit.  In 

addition, Mr. Hurley shared the new 2020 NEASC Standards.  

 

Dr. Dillon and Mr. Hurley reviewed the PBGR requirements. They noted that the Pathways 

options allow students greater flexibility with the additional option for students to connect their 

Pathway to their senior project; pathways are optional; PBGR test requirements for high school 

transitioned from the Partnership Assessment for Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) 

to the PSATs and SATs. They also indicated that the requirements for the Commissioner Seal’s 

is not known at this time. Dr. Dillon and Mr. Hurley revealed that the next steps include the 

implementation of 9 pathways by the end of this year including options such as Science 

Research, Pre-engineering, Music Performance, and Entrepreneurship/Marketing. Students will 

receive an update on the Pathways during a dedicated advisory in November and that BHS 

would highlight the Pathways on Sunrise.  The Senior Project Innovation Team is in the process 

of updating the senior project process, pitch and presentation. In addition, BHS has adopted a 

new portfolio tool, Richer Picture, to help students in grades 9 and 10 track their Pathways.  

 

Dr. Dillon and Mr. Hurley provided several recommendations and next steps. Those included 

having students learn the technology for tracking their pathways, engaging in program 

evaluation to ensure that the pathways are meeting student needs and interests, and creating 

solutions to eliminate course waitlists in the pathways. 

 

Discussion followed the presentation in several areas. It was revealed that BHS and Barrington 

Middle School (BMS) are working on new schedules that will allow them to better share 

resources in the future. In addition, it was revealed that student voice would be engaged on 

pathways and that students would have the opportunity to develop their own pathways. It was 

shared that Richer Picture will replace google forms for students in grades 6-10 relative to their 

Individual Learning Plans, but Naviance will remain for students in 11th and 12th grade.   

 

It was shared that life skills learning components will still be available with the elimination of 

Family Consumer Sciences, as BHS will connect with other organizations for a hospitality 

pathway. It was also shared that math classes are engaging students in input on the new school 

schedules. Dr. Dillon shared that the program evaluation tool and the process will allow the 

District to make data-based decisions on courses. In addition, students are eligible to take 

online and college courses as part of their high school portfolio.  

 

Ms. Brody requested that there be a change in the order of an agenda item under “School 

Committee Business” to address one field trip request. 

 

Mr. Hurley introduced the BHS Sailing Club field to Annapolis, MD, to attend the event, including 

a security plan, chaperones and medical. Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded 

approval of the Barrington High School Sailing Club field trip to, 2019. The motion passed 5-0 

with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. 
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Barrington Middle School Building Committee Report 

Mr. Fiore provided a synopsis of Barrington Middle School Building Committee’s recent 

meetings and change orders. The PTO Brick fundraiser is in process. The building is sealed for 

winter. The building team is coordinating work with DOT on Lincoln Avenue. The building 

committee completed a security review.  The next building committee meeting is scheduled for 

November 19.  Discussion ensued related to asbestos/hazardous materials abatement. Ms. 

Brody recognized the Central Office team and Building Committee’s investment the work on the 

BMS Bldg. 

 

Approval of Monthly Expenditures for September 2018   $4,004,787.09  

Mr. Fiore indicated that there were no significant changes and highlighted concerns, including 

Out of District placements and the recent Circuit Appeals ruling with potential impact to the 

budget for special education through age 22. Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded 

approval of monthly expenditures of $4,004,787.09. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. 

 

Communication Plan for November 7 Community Forum and Debrief October 25 Work Session 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the flyer and invitation for the November 7 Community 

Forum and indicated that communications would be sent out tomorrow via email blasts, posters, 

media contacts. The committee reviewed the format for the session to include 10-minute 

roundtables to review the 5 pillars of the Strategic Plan. Discussion ensued.  Mr. Alessandro 

offered assistance with Efficiencies Pillar. It was stressed that the structure would be informal. 

Dr. Douglas offered to put flyers around town. 

 

Ms. Brody introduced the debrief on the October 25 work session. Ms. Kuo suggested Public 

Members comment during the work session; Dr. Douglas requested that the District make a 

bigger effort to announce work session for higher attendance. Ms. Brody suggested that this 

was an opportunity for School Committee to engage with the community.  Mr. Messore shared 

that administrators were excited with the format to discuss their school goals and collaboration. 

 

FY19 Operating Budget Update 

Mr. Messore and Mr. Fiore provided an update on the support for the Director of Athletics and 

reviewed building administrative/clerical provided by current staff (reallocation).  They 

introduced the Assistant Athletic Director position for additional game and coach support as a 

pilot program for stipend position.  Mr. Messore will report on funding. Mr. Fiore provided a 

response to the transportation report, including the possible addition of a mini-bus.  

  

Government Finance Officers Association: Alliance for Excellence in School Budgeting 

Conference Introductory Report 

Ms. Brody introduced the report for the upcoming work session on November 15.  Mr. Messore 

indicated that the report provides an overview, including topics such as return on investment, 



 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS       Page 4 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 

 

Minutes of School Committee Meeting 11.01.2018 

budget process, how to align the budget process with to the strategic plan. Mr. Messore 

introduced the guidelines of the cyclical approach.  Mr. Fiore indicated that the focus was on 

ROI.  

 

Personnel 

Appointments 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the recommendation of the 

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Debra DePietro, Advisor, 

Astronomy Club, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, 

Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.   

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the recommendation of the 

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Alison Grieco, Advisor, Model 

Legislature, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the recommendation of the 

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Claudia Hoover, Assistant 

Coach, Girls Ice Hockey, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the 

affirmative. 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the recommendation of the 

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Dr. Diana Siliezar, Advisor, Science 

Fair, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, 

Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. 

 

Retirement 

Ms. Sandra Michael, Administrative Assistant to Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and 

Instruction, Barrington Public Schools. Started 1988, an integral part of the district and central 

office.  Dr. Dillon recognized Ms. Michael. Ms. Brody recognized her contribution and wish her 

well.  

 

Primrose Hill Playground Project Update 

Mr. Messore provided an update that the Primrose Hill Community is seeking to raise $34, 000 

and that they raised $12,000 in donations. The installation started this week; phase 1 includes a 

swing and shade structure; phase II fundraising will begin soon. 

 

Transportation Update 

Mr. Messore provided an update and shared that the new bus stops off the Trail have been 

smooth and that he is still evaluating other stops. At this time, the District has reduced 14% of 

stops from last year, and the District has a process in place for evaluation on safety. A ride 
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times analysis reveals the current year and last year data (average 24-29 minute). The District 

will complete quarterly reports to track trends. It was shared that there is a shortage of drivers 

and monitors. In addition, special education routes and runtimes are being evaluated. 

Discussion occurred relative to the possible need for an additional minibus for special education 

and potential driver. Mr. Messore shared that he is working with the Town on the Nayatt Road 

construction and that they are allowing buses to run through, no detours at this point, and that 

there is a communication plan in place. 

 

School Committee Business 

 

Student Representative to the School Committee Update 

Ms. Kuo provided her report, including events and pictures from Spirit Week and themes from 

Battle of Classes; pep rally, homecoming court; homecoming game; half time events success; 

homecoming dance on Saturday; first SIT meeting; Sunrise show; Chris Herring talk on drug 

and alcohol addiction; Rachel’s Challenge; and upcoming BHS Arts and Craft Fair. 

 

Discussion occurred relative to a new club, Bird Cage, to raise awareness for athletes. Ms. 

Clancy requested information regarding the funding for Chris Herring talk which was funded by 

Bay Team through Rotary. Ms. Brody recognized BEF for $40,000 grant for Rachel’s Challenge 

 

Budget Forecasting Committee Report 

Dr. Douglas/Mr. Alessandro reviewed document from last year that will be updated at November 

meeting.  The only change is Cindy Rosenberg stepped down and Josh Berlinsky took the 2nd 

COA position on the Committee.  

 

Policy First Reading:  Weapons and Assault Policy, Amended 

Dr. Dillon indicated that the only change occurs in the second paragraph as to state/federal 

regulations on safe school zones, and provided clarification of Governor’s and Commissioner’s 

statements. Ms. Kuo read the policy and committee members provided edits. 

 

Policy Second Reading and Subsequent Approval:  Barrington Public Schools Advisory 

Committees to the School Committee Policy, Amended 

Dr. Douglas read the policy. Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the approval of 

the Barrington Public Schools Advisory Committees to the School Committee Policy.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine 

voting in the affirmative.  

 

Policy Second Reading and Subsequent Approval:  Barrington Public Schools Policy for 

Decision-Making Processes and Decision-Making Protocol (Previous title for Policy First 

Reading: Barrington Public Schools Decision Making Policy and Protocol).  

Ms. Brody introduced the policy and reported on the agenda language. Mr. Alessandro read the 

policy and the committee made minor edits. Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded 
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the approval of the Barrington Public Schools Policy for Decision-Making Processes and 

Decision-Making Protocol.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, 

Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

 

Public Comment 

Mr. Patrick McCrann, 4 Woodford Rd, shared that he appreciated the transportation information 

detail, but is concerned about the overcrowding on some busses and the timing of drop off for 

special needs students.  He recognized building administrators but was concerned that there is 

no date for a facilities advisory committee meeting date. He also has questions about the 

Decision-Making processes and implementation of the decision. Mr. Messore reported the 

Facilities Planning Advisory Committee meeting will be held before December 1.  

 

Ms. Gina Bae, 64 Governor Bradford, inquired about Nayatt Road construction relative to 

student walkers and communicate the plan to families.  Mr. Messore will check with DOT on the 

timeline of the project. 

 

Mr. CJ Hilty, 14 Wildflower Road, commented on Policy for Decision-Making Processes and 

provided a thank you to the committee for demonstrating the process.    

  

Consent Agenda 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. The Motion 

passed 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, and Dr. Douglas voting in the 

affirmative.  Ms. Pine abstained as she was not present at the meeting.  

 

Discussion Items 

Mr. Messore announced November 7 Community Forum, November 15 SC Work Session. 

Ms. Brody announced November 29 update on Strategic Plan. 

Ms. Clancy invited School Committee Saturday, November 17 for a tour of the BMS Project. 

 

Announcements 

Mr. Alessandro announced Mr. John Signore’s passing; read the Letter to the Editor. Mr. 

Alessandro indicated that the November 7 Health and Wellness Meeting will focus on School 

Lunches. Mr. Messore indicated that the Craft Fair at High School on Saturday; Community 

Forum November 7; and the BMS PTO Brick Fundraising was sent out and sold 100 bricks as of 

today.  

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the regular 

meeting at 10:27 p.m. and to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Rhode 

Island General Laws 42-46-5 (a) (2) for Sessions pertaining to collective bargaining 

or litigation, or work sessions regarding matters pertaining to collective 

bargaining or litigation, and pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws 42-46-5 (a) (3) 

for discussions regarding the matter of security including but not limited to the 
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deployment of security personnel or devices. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Dr. Douglas, Mr. Alessandro, and Ms. Pine voting in the 

affirmative. 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the Executive 

Session at 10:52 PM. and sealing of the minutes. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Dr. Douglas, Mr. Alessandro, and Ms. Pine voting in the 

affirmative. 

 

Ms. Brody reported that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the regular 

meeting at 10:52 PM. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Dr. 

Douglas, Mr. Alessandro, and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. 

 

 


