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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Wednesday, August 22, 

2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Barrington High School Library.  School Committee Chair Ms. Kate 

Brody called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Pine, Mr. Messore, Dr. Dillon and Mr. Fiore.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Mr. Christopher Sarli led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

Old Business  

 

Superintendent and Staff 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the District Strategic Plan relative to the planning process 

for the introduction of the infographic to parents and staff at the start of the 2018-2019 academic 

year; and ongoing district leadership development work, including plans for a video conference, 

with Studer Education coach Dr. Melissa Matarazzo.  Discussion ensued relative to the later 

Rhode Island Comprehensive Assessment System (RICAS) data release dates and the School 

Committee 2018-2019 Meeting Dates and Topics. 

 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the FY19 Operating Budget with a focus on current 

enrollment and program evaluation, including class sizes at all grade levels.  The Administration 

will continue to monitor the potential need for additional staff to accommodate the increase in 

enrollment for Pre-K students and English Language Learner (ELL) students.  A potential 

increase in staff would be budget neutral for FY19 due to retirement   Discussion ensued 

relative to New England School Development Council (NESDEC) projections relative to FY19 

budget projections, ELL student enrollment, and Grades 9-12 course enrollments with the 

decrease in total student enrollment at Barrington High School.  Mr. Messore announced that an 

educator in Grade 4 at Hampden Meadows School had transferred to Primrose Hill School to 

accommodate the increase in enrollment in Grade 3.  At this time, the current enrollment of 

3321 exceeds the NESDEC projected enrolment by 39 students.   

 

Mr. Messore and Mr. Fiore provided an update on Transportation Services, including the recent 

completion of data analysis with transportation service providers relative to services for the 

2018-2019 academic year.  The consolidation of bus stops has yielded a 14% decrease in the 

total number of stops for both morning and afternoon runs.  Mr. Fiore stated that the 

Administration is continuing its review of internal bus logistics and transportation needs for 

Special Education students, as the student population is shifting among district schools.    

Discuss ensued relative to bus stops, safety procedures for road crossings, and possible impact 

of before and after school child care on bus runs.  

 

School Committee 
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Ms. Brody provided an overview of the Advisory Committees to the School Committee relative 

to the charge of each Advisory Committee, including Diversity and Inclusivity, Facilities 

Planning, Health and Wellness, Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC), Policy 

Committee, and Social and Emotional Learning; application process for populating committees; 

and October roll out of 2018-2019 Advisory Committees.  Discussion ensued on the process 

and timing.  Mr. Messore will add the Advisory Committee application to the September 

Superintendent Update Letter. 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the charges for 

Advisory Committees to the School Committees.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the 

affirmative.  

 

Ms. Brody provided a synopsis of the proposed changes in the 2018-2019 School Committee 

Tentative Meeting Dates and Topics calendar.  The outcome of multiple School Committee 

Workshops and leadership development sessions, consistent with the collaborative work on the 

strategic plan, was as follows:  the format will include one business meeting per month, one 

work session with listening session aligned with a defined strategic goal per month, three 

Community Forums on specific topics per academic year; and two Executive Sessions for the 

Superintendent Evaluation.  Discussion ensued relative to shifting dates of Master Facilities 

Plan Report, the projected revised timeline for release of RICAS results, and the change of the 

February 14 meeting date to February 13, 2019. 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the 2018-2019 

School Committee Meeting Dates and Topics.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the 

affirmative.  

 

Dr. Douglas and Mr. Alessandro provided the second reading of the Homework Policy. 

 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the Barrington 

Public Schools Homework Policy.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

 

Dr. Dillon reported that building principals will be discussing implementation of the revised policy 

with teachers during faculty meetings.  Barrington High School students will discuss the revised 

policy during advisory periods.  Communication relative to the revised policy will include its link 

with all student handbooks and its addition to the Policy Manual on the Barrington Public 

Schools website.  The Administration is asking students for feedback on the policy. 

  

Public Comment  
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Mr. Tom Rimoshytus of 1 Howard Street, expressed appreciation for the School Committee 

work on District policies relative to the introduction of a policy that provided a process for the 

naming of school facilities.  He noted that the recent dedication ceremony for the Frank Murgo 

Gymnasium at Barrington High School was a positive event for the entire Barrington community.  

Mr. Messore and the School Committee thanked Mr. Rimoshytus for his leadership role with that 

event.  Mr. Rimoshytus commented on bus schedules and inquired about bus stops relative to 

students crossing major streets.  Mr. Messore confirmed that students will not be crossing major 

streets until buses stop and students are assisted by the bus monitors.  .   

 

New Business  

 

Superintendent and Staff 

Personnel 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the recommendation of the 

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Samantha Stebenne, Guidance 

Counselor, Barrington High School.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

 

Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Ms. Cheryl DelSanto, Woodshop/STEM, Barrington 

Middle School. 

 

Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Ms. Samani Villella, Library Assistant, Part Time, 

Barrington Middle School. 

 

Mr. Messore announced the Leave of Absence of Mr. Patrick Sullivan, Guidance Counselor, 

Barrington High School. 

    

Mr. Fiore reported that there will be a price adjustment, reflected in a $0.10 increase in the 

2018-2019 School Lunch price, to ensure compliance with federal school lunch program local 

education agency (LEA) price guidelines and the Chartwells break even guarantee protection.  

He stated it has been five years since the last price increase in the school lunch program.  

  

Mr. Fiore reported on the monthly expenditures for June, 2018, including highlights of accounts 

that reflected favorability relative to the FY18 approved budget.  He confirmed that the June 

expenditures are high due to the timeline of the annual balloon payout for educators over the 

summer months.  Mr. Fiore noted the projected fiscal year end surplus of $716,000 pending 

completion of the annual financial audit.  Per the Fund Balance/Spending Policy, after 

completion of the annual audit, if the undesignated, unassigned fund balance exceeds 1% of the 

prior year’s operating budget, the excess funds will be designated assigned for capital projects 
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and will be transferred into the School Improvement Capital Reserve Account for use on future 

approved non-recurring expenditures.  .   

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of expenditures for 

June, 2018 in the amount of $8,566,289.10.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, 

Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the approval of the request for 

Home Schooling as presented; the student name was not identified in public 

session.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. 

Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

 

Mr. Fiore provided the Barrington Middle School Building Committee report relative to the 

completion of the building security analysis by the external security consultant with 

consideration of best practice implementation, including consideration of building access with an 

electronic system.  He noted that the Building Committee is anticipating the cost estimate for 

proposed changes to incorporate new design elements and noted that a change order is 

expected relative to adding a window to a classroom on the third floor that was without natural 

light.  He reported the project is approximately 40 % complete, on time and within budget.  Mr. 

Messore stated that the Barrington Middle School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 

introduced a proposal for a brick fundraiser that will be presented to the Building Committee for 

approval at its next meeting on September 17 at 7:00 p.m. at the BMS Library.  

 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the Barrington High School (BHS) website and Barrington 

Public Schools website, including format enhancements of the Barrington Public Schools (BPS) 

and individual school calendars.  Dr. Dillon reported that all BHS Activities and Clubs will include 

templates to expand and maintain options for access to consistent, current information and she 

noted that meeting dates and times will be populated after confirmation by students in 

September.  She stated that websites for every school will include a School Improvement Team 

page, that the BPS website has improved search ability and that Google Translate is now 

available on the entire BPS website for immediate translation to selected languages. Discussion 

ensued including the role of communication as defined in the strategic plan. 

 

Mr. Fiore provided an update of The Trust Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB) Funding 

Program relative to the consistent liability and voluntary funded primarily health insurance 

benefits for retirees.  He reported that the fund balance as of June 30, 2018 reflects an 8.73% 

return on earnings and is used to fund health insurance liabilities.   

 

School Committee 

 

Ms. Brody introduced the Admissions and Residency Policy to augment the existing 

Administrative protocol and establish a policy.   
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Ms. Pine provided the first reading of the Barrington Public Schools Admissions and Residency 

Policy. 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to additional clarification and edits 

prior to the second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the August 29 School 

Committee meeting. 

 

Ms. Clancy provided the first reading of the Barrington Public Schools Eligibility Age for 

Enrollment and Attendance Policy. 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to additional clarification and edits 

prior to the second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the August 29 School 

Committee meeting. 

  

Dr. Douglas provided the first reading of the Barrington Public Schools Public Use of Facilities 

Policy. 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to additional clarification and edits 

prior to the second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the August 29 School 

Committee meeting. 

 

Ms. Brody introduced the Social Media Use by Staff and Volunteers Policy and noted that the 

District Technology Responsible Use Policy is student focused and this policy will serve as a 

partner policy consistent with best practice. 

 

Dr. Douglas provided the first reading of the Barrington Public Schools Social Media Use by 

Staff and Volunteers Policy. 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to additional clarification and edits 

prior to the second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the August 29 School 

Committee meeting. 

 

Dr. Dillon introduced the Video and Audio Recording of Students and Staff Policy that is a result 

of a specific need for guidance relative to students and staff use of video or audio recordings for 

instructional and coaching purposes.   

 

Mr. Alessandro provided the first reading of the Video and Audio Recording of Students and 

Staff Policy. 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to additional clarification and edits 

prior to the second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the August 29 School 

Committee meeting. 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of Archival of the 

following policies:  Ages of Attendance Policy, Facility Use Application Policy, 

and Rules and Regulations for Use of School Facilities Policy.  The motion passed 
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5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting 

in the affirmative.  

 

Public Comment  

  

Ms. Gina Bae of 64 Governor Bradford Drive, inquired about the School Committee approval 

status of facility use for Springboard for before and after school child care.  Mr. Messore 

reported that the approval of facility use for Springboard program at Nayatt School will be on the 

agenda for the School Committee meeting on August 29; Primrose Hill School and Sowams 

School have verbal approval only; and Springboard for K-5 schools will not be implemented until 

after September 1 as Springboard is evaluating personnel for the program. Mr. Messore will 

send an updated communication to parents by Friday of this week. 

 

Decision Items 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as 

presented. The motion passed 3-0 with Ms. Clancy, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine 

voting in the affirmative.  Ms. Brody and Mr. Alessandro abstained as they were 

not present at the July 12 meeting.   

 

Discussion Items  

 

Mr. Messore announced the next School Committee meeting will be held on August 29, 

including the following topics:  Barrington Middle School Building Project Update, Enrollment 

Data Update, Policy Second Reads, and Child Care Update.  

 

Dr. Dillon announced the first Report to the School Committee, Professional Learning, will be on 

August 29. 

 

Ms. Brody announced that the 2018-2019 Student Representative to the School Committee, Ms. 

Josephine Kuo, will join the School Committee for her first meeting on August 29, 2018.  

 

Dr. Dillon announced the Administration will be posting applications for Advisory Committees, 

and meetings will commence after the committees are established in September, 2019. 

 

Announcements  

 

Mr. Messore announced the following dates:  Opening Day for educators and staff is Monday, 

August 27; the first day of school for students is Wednesday, August 29; and the next School 

Committee meeting will be held on August 29. 
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Mr. Messore recognized the Hampden Meadows School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for 

its donation to repaint the playground pavement surface.   

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the regular 

meeting at 9:36 p.m. to convene in Work Session.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the 

affirmative.  

 

After a brief recess, Ms. Brody called the Work Session to order at 9:42 p.m. 

 

Ms. Brody introduced the School Committee Governing Principles and Standards document and 

thanked Dr. Douglas for her partnership in its development as part of the Policy Committee.  

The document, based on the National School Boards Association Key Work of School Boards 

framework with incorporation of additional operational School Committee tenets, identifies 

principles for excellence in governance and will also serve as a self-assessment tool.  It will 

replace the School Committee Norms and Standards.  The School Committee discussed and 

edited the document prior to its planned adoption at the August 29 School Committee meeting.  

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the Work 

Session at 10:23 p.m.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

  

 


