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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Wednesday, August 1 in the 

Barrington High School Library.   School Committee Chair Ms. Kate Brody called the meeting to 

order at 7:16 p.m.  Present were Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, Mr. 

Messore, Dr. Dillon and Mr. Fiore.  Absent was Ms. Pine. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Dr. Lisa Daft led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

Old Business  

 

Superintendent and Staff 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the Strategic Plan, including plans for an August 6 

Administrators and School Committee Retreat relative to the district scorecard and goal setting 

for the 2018-2019 academic year.  Dr. Dillon introduced an infographic that she created for the 

Strategic Plan and led the subsequent discussion with feedback from the School Committee. 

Mr. Messore stated that he has scheduled a discussion with Studer Education partner Melissa 

F. Matarazzo, Ed.D. relative to ongoing 2018-2019 leadership development work with the 

Administrative Leadership team and School Committee. 

 

Mr. Messore provided an overview of the revised School Transportation Executive Summary. 

The Transportation Coordinator will continue to review data relative to consideration of 

consolidation of bus stops and will work closely with transportation service providers to conduct 

a timely analysis of safety and transportation needs based on actual student enrollment.  Mr. 

Fiore noted that opportunities to enhance efficiencies may be incorporated in the next 

transportation contract, including bus utilization on a half day basis.  Discussion ensued, 

including equity with bus ride times, adaptation of the summary to reflect greater specificity for 

Barrington, baseline information for continued discussion relative to school start times, 

confirmation that consideration of training for Teacher Assistants as bus monitors is viable only 

with a two tier transportation system, State law compliance mandates, and use of data for 

revision of the transportation policy.  Mr. Messore reported that the Administration will provide 

an update at the August 22 School Committee meeting.  

 

Mr. Messore provided the FY19 Operating Budget update relative to enrollment and program 

evaluation. The Administration will continue to monitor the potential need for additional staff to 

accommodate the increase in enrollment for Pre-K students and English Language Learner 

(ELL) students. Mr. Fiore stated that a potential increase in staff would be budget neutral for 

FY19, due to savings realized from staff retirements. The Administration will provide an update 

relative to potential confirmation of the need for additional staff based on enrollment at the 

August 22 School Committee meeting. Discussion ensued relative to capacity at Primrose Hill 

School to accommodate the increase in Pre-K enrollment, and consideration of a search for 

candidates with dual certification in Pre-K and ELL to accommodate student needs. 
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School Committee 

Ms. Brody stated that the Suspension Policy adopted in March, 2018 is inconsistent with State 

law, and as such, requires correction.     

 

Mr. Alessandro provided the second reading of the Barrington Public Schools Suspension 

Policy.  There was some discussion relative to minor edits to the policy.  

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the Barrington 

Public Schools Suspension Policy.  The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro and Dr. Douglas voting in the affirmative.  

  

Public Comment  

 

Mr. Tom Rimoshytus of 1 Howard Street, announced the dedication of the Frank Murgo 

Gymnasium will be held on August 14 at 10:00 a.m. at the Barrington High School Gymnasium; 

commented on transportation run times; and inquired about the role of the Transportation 

Coordinator.  Mr. Fiore reported the district Transportation Coordinator is Ms. Melissa Resendes 

with a dual role, including support for Pupil Personnel Services.  

 

Ms. Maura McCrann of 4 Woodford Road, expressed her frustration with the status of 

implementation of the child care options at the K-3 schools before the start of the 2018-2019 

school year.  Mr. Messore reported the Administration is waiting on necessary paperwork from 

the vendor regarding the public use of a school facility, and will communicate an update to the 

community. 

 

New Business  

 

Superintendent and Staff 

Mr. Messore provided an overview of the rationale for the appointment of the Senior Project 

Coordinator position to fill an existing vacancy due to retirement. The Administration and High 

School principal took the opportunity to assess the position responsibilities and align the 

responsibilities with the changes to the Senior Project.   

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the recommendation 

of the Superintendent relative to the appointment of Mr. Daniel Monaco, Senior 

Project Coordinator, Barrington High School.  The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro and Dr. Douglas voting in the affirmative. 

 

Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Ms. Maria Wah-Fitta, World Language, Barrington 

Middle School.  
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Mr. Messore reported that it is the intent of the Administration to recall two part-time educator 

positions for Art and Music; he noted the interest of the non-renewed Art educator to return with 

a reduction in position from .72 to .62.  The Administration requests approval of the recall for the 

previously non-renewed Art position and will make a recommendation for appointment at the 

next School Committee meeting.  Mr. Messore requested that the School Committee defer its 

approval of the recall for the previously non-renewed Music position at this time.    

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the recommendation 

of the Superintendent relative to a recall of a previously non-renewed Art 

educator. The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro and 

Dr. Douglas voting in the affirmative.  

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the recommendation 

of the Superintendent relative to the deferral of the recall of a previously non-

renewed Music educator.  The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro and Dr. Douglas voting in the affirmative.  

 

Mr. Messore introduced the discussion relative to the request by the Administration for input 

relative to the population process for the 2018-2019 Advisory Committees to the School 

Committee.  He noted that a template had been provided to the Committee prior to the meeting.  

Dr. Dillon provided an overview of the population process for the 2017-2018 Virtual Learning in 

Inclement Weather Ad Hoc Committee and recommended its consideration as a template, with 

updates to the form to reflect the purpose of the specific Advisory Committee. It was the 

consensus of the Committee to continue use of the process established by the 2017-2018 

Virtual Learning in Inclement Weather Ad Hoc Committee.     

 

School Committee 

 

Ms. Brody introduced the Advisory Committees to the School Committee topic relative to the 

definition of charges for Advisory Committees.  Dr. Dillon created a draft document with 

definitions of the purpose/charge of each committee, including Social Emotional Learning 

Advisory Committee, Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC), Diversity and Inclusivity 

Advisory Committee, Facilities Committee, Policy Committee, and Health and Wellness 

Committee.  The Administration and School Committee discussed the draft purpose/charge of 

each Advisory Committee and provided Dr. Dillon feedback in advance of the Policy Committee 

meeting.  Ms. Brody reported that the Administration will provide an update at the August 22 

School Committee meeting. 

 

Dr. Dillon provided context for the rationale for the revision of the Homework Policy, as there 

was an identified need to address thematic questions from students, parents and educators 

across all grade levels.  The Policy Committee addressed opportunities for improvement in 

format and provided clarification in policy language prior to introduction of the policy revision.   
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Ms. Clancy and Dr. Douglas provided the first reading of the Barrington Public Schools 

Homework Policy. 

 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to additional clarification and edits 

prior to the second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the August 22 School 

Committee meeting.  

 

Mr. Messore reported that communication relative to the policy revision will occur at 

administrative, faculty, and departmental meetings districtwide, as well as during Advisory 

periods at Barrington High School.  He stated that the revised policy will be incorporated into the 

student handbooks upon approval by the School Committee.   

 

Ms. Brody reported that Mr. Richard Staples, Chair of the Budget Forecasting Committee, had 

requested that the School Committee provide names of two members who would be interested 

in service on the Budget Forecasting Committee for the 2018-2019 academic year. Mr. 

Alessandro and Dr. Douglas will continue to represent the School Committee as members of the 

Budget Forecasting Committee.  Ms. Brody offered to continue her service as the School 

Committee member on the Senior Project Steering Committee through November, 2018 and 

noted that the Committee will need to make another appointment upon completion of her School 

Committee tenure in December, 2018 

  

Public Comment  

 

Ms. Erika Sevetson, 48 Chapel Road, commented on the Homework Policy and suggested that 

the Administration provide guidance to parents relative to reporting faculty who do not follow the 

policy.  Mr. Messore reported that a formal procedure for parents to report non-adherence of 

policy will be added to the student handbooks. 

 

Ms. Gina Bae, 64 Governor Bradford Drive, inquired about the status of the Virtual Learning in 

Inclement Weather proposal.  Mr. Messore reported that the Administration is waiting for a 

response from the Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (RIDE) 

relative to the proposal at this time and cannot provide a projected timeline for the RIDE 

response. Dr. Dillon noted that the proposal would have no impact on the schedule for the start 

and end time of the academic day.    

 

Decision Items  

 

Ms. Brody requested removal of the July 12 School Committee meeting minutes and Executive 

Session minutes from the Consent Agenda, as there was not a quorum of those School 

Committee members in attendance at that meeting.  Ms. Brody requested that Ms. Miller post 

the draft minutes of the July 12 School Committee meeting on the Rhode Island Secretary of 

State website to ensure compliance with the Open Meetings Act pending final approval by the 

School Committee.    
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Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the Consent Agenda 

without the School Committee meeting minutes and Executive Session minutes of 

the July 12, 2018 School Committee meeting as presented.  The motion passed 4-0 

with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro and Dr. Douglas voting in the 

affirmative.  Dr. Douglas abstained relative to the July 2 School Committee 

meeting minutes, as she was not present at that meeting. 

 

Discussion Items  

 

Mr. Messore announced the School Committee and Administrators Retreat on August 6; and 

planned dedication of the Frank Murgo Gymnasium at Barrington High School on August 14. 

 

Ms. Brody noted that the Governor announced a ten million dollar school safety fund and 

requested a discussion at a future School Committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Messore announced that Dr.  Dillon had submitted a grant for a school safety early 

response system and that the timeline for grant notification is September, 2018.  .   

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the regular 

meeting at 9:31 p.m. The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro and Dr. Douglas voting in the affirmative. 

 

After a brief recess, Ms. Brody called the Work Session to order at 9:40 p.m.   

 

Ms. Brody explained that the purpose of the work session is to discuss proposed changes for 

the School Committee meeting format and confirm topics for the 2018-2019 Calendar of School 

Committee meetings. The Administration and School Committee, in a previous leadership 

development session work with Studer Education, had expressed strong interest in a major 

change in meeting format to support efficient governance and alignment with the Strategic Plan, 

Ms. Brody provided a template for consideration including the following:  one business meeting 

per month; one Work Session with Listening Session per month; and three Community Forums 

and Listening Sessions during the 2018-2019 academic year.  Discussion ensued relative to 

topics for all meetings, the proposed logistics for Community Forums (information receipt prior 

to the session, a 30 minute presentation on the specified topic, and multiple tables available for 

brief discussion on topic segments), the development of a single form for reports to the School 

Committee at monthly business meetings, the addition of the Annual Budget Hearing and 

Financial Town Meeting to the School Committee meeting calendar, and the development of an 

addendum to the Meeting Dates and Topics document to include definitions of meeting formats.  

The discussion will be continued at a workshop to follow the August 22 School Committee 

meeting.      
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Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the work session 

at 10:49 p.m. The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro 

and Dr. Douglas voting in the affirmative. 


