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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, June 14, 2018 in 

the School Committee Room.  School Committee Chair Ms. Kate Brody called the meeting to 

order at 7:04 p.m.  Present were Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Ms. Pine, Mr. Sarli, 

Mr. Messore, Mr. Fiore and Ms. Josephine Kuo, 2018-2019 Student Representative to the 

School Committee.  Absent was Dr. Dillon.  Arriving late was Dr. Douglas at approximately 7:31 

p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Mr. Christopher Sarli, 2017-2018 Student Representative to the School Committee, led 

everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Ms. Brody requested a change in the agenda order to address the School Committee New 

Business item Introduction of 2018-2019 Student Representative to the School Committee.   

 

Mr. Joseph Hurley, Principal, Barrington High School, introduced Ms. Josephine Kuo as the 

2018-2019 Student Representative to the School Committee.  He provided a synopsis of the 

selection process including the fact that an unprecedented number of students (7) had applied 

for the position, prompting the need to request recommendations as a component of the 

selection process.  Mr. Hurley noted that Josephine is a well-rounded student who was recently 

elected President of the Senior Class, and is involved in a wide array of activities with the ability 

to connect with students.  

  

Ms. Kuo stated she was happy to have been chosen to serve in this role. 

 

Ms. Brody, on behalf of the School Committee, welcomed Ms. Kuo as the Student 

Representative to the School Committee. 

 

Mr. Sarli provided the Student Representative to the School Committee Update, including a final 

narrative report that is a reflection of his time at Barrington High School, an encapsulation of 

observations about students relative to student body identity and student stress, and is rooted in 

the 2016 Challenge Success Survey.  

 

Achievement Recognition  

 

Barrington High School student Jules Ivory was honored by the Barrington Town Council at its 

June 4 meeting for his work with the Barrington Senior Services Advisory Board and the Peck 

Center for Adult Enrichment.  Barrington Town Council President Michael Carroll had presented 

Mr. Ivory with a resolution for his superior skills as a graphic design student; his willing 

acceptance of the project that illustrated his dedication to leadership and services to his 

community; and the Barrington Senior Services Advisory Board enthusiastically approved the 

design created by Mr. Ivory.  
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Sowams School Kindergarten Teacher Ms. Rebecca Silva received the Golden Apple Award 

from Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Commissioner Dr. Ken 

Wagner, NBC Channel 10’s Patrice Wood and a representative from HASBRO, Inc.    

 

The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 2018 Educator Recognition Ceremony was 

held on May 29 and celebrated the outstanding work of eight educators:  

Ms. Kelsey Avila, Behavior Specialist, Primrose Hill School  

Mr. Jonathan Hackett, Special Education Teacher, Barrington High School  

Mr. Stuart Moran, Physical Education Teacher, Barrington Middle School  

Ms. Maisie Morey, Occupational Therapist, Hampden Meadows School  

Ms. Barbara Nozaki, Teacher Assistant, Barrington Middle School  

Ms. Doniell Remington, Special Education Teacher, Sowams School  

Ms. Taylor Ricker, Pathways  

Ms. Cristen Smith, Grade 2 Teacher, Nayatt School  

  

The Barrington PTOs, Barrington High School Parents Association and BAY Team sponsored 

the May 16 presentation by Lynn Lyons, entitled Anxious Kids: Anxious Parents, on anxiety and 

depression that was held at the Barrington High School Auditorium. 

 

Recognition of District Retirees  

 

Mr. Messore acknowledged the District retirees who could not attend the meeting and thanked 

the retirees for their hard work and dedication to the District and the students.  Ms. Brody, on 

behalf of the School Committee, recognized the contributions of the District retirees, thanked 

them for their decades of service to the District and wished them well in the new chapter in their 

lives.  The following retirees were recognized and will be presented with Certificates of 

Recognition:  Ms. Jacquelyn Albano, Teacher Assistant, Hampden Meadows School; Mr. Paul 

DiQuinzio, Custodian, Barrington High School; Ms. Cheryl McCarty, Office Manager, Barrington 

Public Schools; and Ms. Judianne Point, World Language, Barrington High School.   
 

Information and Proposals  

 

Mr. Messore introduced the building administrators present at the meeting who provided the 

Committee a report on the 2017-2018 School Improvement Goals End of Year Report and 

Student Achievement Data End of Year Report.  Present were Nayatt School Principal Ms. 

Tracey Whitehead, Primrose Hill School Principal Ms. Patricia Tolento, Sowams School 

Principal Mr. James Callahan, Hampden Meadows School Principal Ms. Tracey McGee and 

Barrington High School Principal Mr. Joseph Hurley. Barrington Middle School (BMS) Principal 

Dr. Andrew Anderson was absent, as he was attending the BMS Bridge Ceremony for Grade 8 

students.  Every building administrator, with the exception of Dr. Anderson, provided individual 

reports relative to ongoing work that includes goal identification for the continuous improvement 
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process and connection to student achievement data, including Reading, Mathematics, Writing 

and Gap Closure for Students with Disabilities; an overview of the impact of Instructional 

Coaches and Reading Specialist intervention relative to Grades K-5 increase in student 

proficiencies, including model lessons and embedded professional development curriculum 

work; and continuation of the  i-Ready Diagnostic Assessment for middle school and high 

school students.  Sowams School Principal Mr. James Callahan presented the Barrington 

Middle School data on behalf of Dr. Anderson.  Mr. Hurley noted that, beginning in the current 

2017-2018 academic year, the PSAT10 and the SAT assessments were administered to all 

Grade 10 and Grade 11 high school students in Rhode Island; the PSAT 10 and SAT School 

Day replaced the PARCC assessments at high school.  He reported on Barrington High School 

Response to Intervention data for Fall, 2017 and Spring, 2018, and Point in Time benchmark 

data for Mathematics, Reading and Literacy.  Mr. Messore reported that he expects that all 

schools will have newly released student achievement data available for review at the 

Professional Development day on June 22. 
 

Public Comment  

 

Mr. Tom Rimoshytus of One Howard Street, expressed his disappointment with School 

Committee comments at the May 31 School Committee meeting relative to the Athletics and 

Student Activities Council, and shared with the Committee a list of answers that he prepared in 

response to the comments.  

 

Ms. Julie Owens of 16 Chachapacassett Road, commented on the non-renewal contracts of the 

Hampden Meadows School Art Teacher and Primrose Hill School Music Teacher that were 

announced after the FY19 Operating Budget vote.  She identified the following concerns relative 

to the timing of the Administration’s decision and communication with parents: the process failed 

because the outcome of a decision made by the Administration resulted in a major reduction 

with an impact on students, there was no purposeful response to parents after parents learned 

of the decision on social media, there was a lack of clarity during the budget process relative to 

the allocation of resources and there is a concern relative to transparency with regard to strong 

financial management.  Mr. Messore explained that the decision was a precautionary measure 

taken to fulfill a state mandate requirement for Health and Physical Education instructional 

minutes in the K-3 schools that will impact school schedules and faculty.  He stated that the 

Administration will work with school principals on schedules after the end of the current school 

year. 

 

Ms. Maraidh Thomson of 3 Ridgeland Road, inquired about the process the Administration used 

to identifying the positions for the non-renewal contracts; and expressed concern on the impact 

to a student centric experience and sense of continuity that is needed at Hampden Meadows 

School.  Mr. Messore explained the review process the Administration utilized, including 

seniority and part-time positions that would result in the least disruption to student learning and 

student experience.  
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Ms. Maura McCrann of 4 Woodford Road, suggested that the Physical Education and Health 

curricula at Barrington Middle School be scaled back to provide for consideration of an increase 

in World Language and Technology curricula opportunities for students.   

 

Ms. Sarah O’Brien of 88 Boyce Avenue, commented that it is her understanding that the Rhode 

Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (RIDE) is considering an exemption 

from Physical Education requirements for student athletes.  She also questioned why a two-tier 

transportation system that would allow Hampden Meadows School students a regular schedule, 

and the High School and Middle School a later start time at an additional cost of $67,000 to the 

district hasn’t been implemented.  

 

Ms. Gina Bae, 64 Governor Bradford Drive, inquired about the status of the approval of 

Springboard as a vendor for the Hampden Meadows child care option.  Mr. Messore reported 

that the approval by the Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) for Springboard is 

still pending at this time.  

 

Mr. Tom Rimoshytus of One Howard Street stated that the data that had been under discussion 

by the Athletics Advisory Committee is eight months old and that the survey had been offered 

for distribution to all students via the barringtonschools.org email system.   

 

 

Old Business 

  

Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Messore provided the Athletics and Student Activities Update, including the ongoing work of 

the Athletic Advisory Council, plans to repopulate its membership, plans to update the Student 

Handbook and incorporate current information on the Barrington High School (BHS) website 

relative to extracurricular clubs and activities by the start of the 2018-2019 academic year, and 

plans to provide access to comprehensive information that will support student exploration of 

interests. Discussion ensued relative to Dr. Dillon’s collaboration with Mr. George Finn, Director 

of Athletics and Student Activities, to develop an Athletic and Student Activities draft scorecard 

aligned with identified goals, the development of more actionable items based on student survey 

data, consideration of expanding athletic and extracurricular opportunities for middle school 

students, implementation of a consistent practice for exit interviews with coaches, and the need 

to provide comprehensive information for students and families relative to opportunities for 

students to explore extracurricular activities.  Ms. Brody requested that the Barrington High 

School (BHS) link for the Interact Club, including the following components:  welcome, what is 

the club, mission, what does the club do, and how to get involved in the club, be used as a 

template for all BHS student activities. It was the consensus of the Committee to request that 
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the information be populated on the BHS website during the summer to ensure that a 

comprehensive resource is available for students in Fall, 2018.   

  

Mr. Fiore provided the Barrington Middle School Building Project update, including the 

secondary security review and continuous concrete pouring schedule.  He reported that the 

Building Committee has approved the second Construction Change Document and will consider 

the Change Order for approval at its next meeting on July 9; Barrington Middle School students, 

faculty and staff are signing the steel beam that will be placed in the new school in a beam 

topping ceremony that is planned for Tuesday, June 19 at 12:45 p.m.  

 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the Communication Plan Priorities, including areas 

identified, work completed to date, ongoing work, and alignment with 2018-2023 District 

Strategic Plan. He noted that metrics have not yet been developed for the District 

Communication Plan that was adopted in 2013 and that the Administration will continue to 

evaluate capacity for execution of the Communication Plan.    

 

Mr. Messore provided the District Strategic Plan Update, including a synopsis of the June 6 

School Committee and Leadership Team Workshop with Studer Education relative to the 

development of a district scorecard and the introduction of the School Improvement Team 

process for 2018-2019.  He reported on plans for a June 22 Administrators Professional 

Development day to develop building based scorecards and School Improvement Team goals 

for 2018-2019.  Discussion ensued relative to data for School Improvement Teams, 

communication of goals, processes and district scorecard.  The Committee requested that Mr. 

Messore ensure that all updated strategic planning information, including the School 

Improvement Team Process, is posted on the district website and on all school websites to 

support transparency and communication.   

 

Mr. Fiore provided the FY19 Operating Budget update, including a synopsis of the June 12 

debrief meeting with the Committee on Appropriations relative to the conclusion of the FY19 

budget process, and provided an overview of the plans for the ongoing review of enrollment, 

programs and building schedules throughout the summer.  Discussion ensued relative to the 

budgetary impact of the two non-renewal teacher notices and the compliance requirement for 

additional Physical Education curriculum minutes.  

  

Ms. Brody requested that the School Committee reject the Transportation Data Analysis Update 

as presented for the following reasons: the document does not satisfy the identified Scope of 

Services  in the Request for Proposal (RFP), including an analysis (review/recommendations) of 

the district transportation policy and a review of district requirements, including redistricting, and 

does not include a response to a request at the May 10 School Committee meeting for analysis 

of efficiencies beyond financial factors.  She noted that the fleet schedule report does not 

include data from the Barrington Public School District as it is a sample schedule from another 

school district.  Ms. Brody requested that the contractor, Futures Education, LLC be held 
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accountable for providing the information as requested in the RFP and follow up information as 

requested at the May 10 meeting.  There was consensus among the Committee.  Mr. Messore 

reported the Administration will contact the consultant relative to providing an updated complete 

report to the School Committee, including scope of services in the RFP and answers to 

Committee’s questions from the May 10 School Committee meeting.  Ms. Brody requested that 

the Committee members provide the Superintendent with a list of questions for the consultant.  

 

School Committee 

 

There was no School Committee Old Business. 

  

New Business  

  

Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Mr. John Gorham, Jr., Assistant Football Coach, 

Barrington High School.  

 

Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Ms. Kelly Anne Ruda, Teacher Assistant, Sowams 

School. 

 

School Committee 

 

Ms. Brody announced the resignation of School Committee member Ms. Gina Pine, effective 

December, 2018.  She noted that, after the conclusion of the May 31 School Committee 

meeting Ms. Pine had informed the School Committee of her intent to resign at the end of the 

second year of her four year term.  Ms. Brody, as School Committee Chair, notified the Town 

Council of the vacancy at its June 4 meeting.  The Town Solicitor provided the following 

information about the process relative to the November, 2018 election: there will be three open 

seats for School Committee on the ballot, the top two votes will have 4 year terms and third vote 

will have a two year term.  .Ms. Brody, on behalf of the School Committee, recognized Ms. Pine 

for her service.  

Ms. Pine thanked everyone who had voted for her.  She stated that, due to professional and 

personal commitments, she has to resign, that she has valued her time on the School 

Committee and will do her best to advocate for the students through the remainder of the 

second year of her term.  Mr. Messore recognized Ms. Pine for her strong advocacy for 

students, commitment to student centered and social emotional goals, and service to the District 

and Town.  

 

Mr. Alessandro and Dr. Douglas provided the Health and Wellness Committee report, including 

a synopsis of the June 6 meeting; an announcement of a June 28 fundraiser sponsored by the 

Rhode Island Healthy Schools Coalition to support the Playworks program; a report that the 
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Barrington High School Health Fair was a success; discussion of plans to expand Rachel’s 

Challenge and to communicate Health and Wellness Committee process relative to 

membership; and confirmation of the plan to maintain the monthly meeting schedule for the 

2018-2019 academic year.  The next Health and Wellness Committee meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, September 5, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. at the Barrington Middle School Presentation 

Room.  

 

Mr. Messore introduced the Administrators Benefits Policy that outlines the benefits for Central 

Office and Building Administrators contracts; contracts are required for principals and assistant 

principals under state regulations.  .  

 

Ms. Pine and Mr. Alessandro read the Barrington Public Schools Administrators Benefits Policy. 

 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to clarification and edits prior to the 

second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the June 18 School Committee 

meeting. 

  

Ms. Brody introduced the Advisory Committees to the School Committee Policy that outlines the 

focus, process and systems of Advisory Committees, and incorporates best practice, using the 

Fairfax County (Virginia) Public Schools Policy as a template. 

 

Dr. Douglas read the Barrington Public Schools Advisory Committee to the School Committee 

Policy.  

 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to clarification and edits prior to the 

second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the next regular School Committee 

meeting.  

 

 Ms. Clancy read the Barrington Public Schools Bullying Policy. 

 

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to clarification and edits prior to the 

second reading and anticipated approval of the policy at the next regular School Committee 

meeting.  

 

Public Comment  

 

Mr. Tom Rimoshytus of One Howard Street, commented that he will provide Mr. Messore his 

written responses to questions from the School Committee relative to the Athletic Advisory 

Council Quarterly Update on May 31; and he reported that the work on the Frank Murgo 

Gymnasium project at Barrington High School will begin on June 22. 
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Decision Items 

 

Dr. Douglas requested the April 26, 2018 School Committee meeting minutes be removed from 

the Consent Agenda and that the minutes under Ms. Royley’s report include “but partial 

program/day program participation is likely increased.” 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the Consent Agenda 

without the minutes of the April 26, 2018 School Committee meeting.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine 

voting in the affirmative.   

 

Ms. Brody requested that Ms. Miller repost the April 26 School Committee meeting minutes on 

the Rhode Island Secretary of State website in draft format to ensure compliance with the Open 

Meetings Act. 

  

Discussion Items 

 

Ms. Brody requested that Mr. Messore provide the School Committee with an overview of 

anticipated needs for meetings during the summer. 

 

Mr. Messore requested a School Committee meeting relative to a bid approval for Nayatt School 

parking lot capital improvement project, as it is a time sensitive issue.  . 

 

Ms. Clancy requested that the agenda for the July 12 School Committee meeting include 

discussion and action to approve the Barrington Middle School Building Project Change Order. 

 

Ms. Brody proposed a School Committee Workshop relative to the annual meeting calendar and 

new meeting format structure. 

  

Announcements  

 

There were no announcements.  

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the regular 

meeting at 11:25 p.m. and to convene in Executive Session: “The Committee may 

seek to convene in Executive Session in accordance with Rhode Island General 

Laws: Section 42-46-5 (a) (1) to discuss the job performance and evaluation of the 

Superintendent and the terms of a proposed employment agreement between the 

Committee and the Superintendent.” The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  
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Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the Executive 

Session at 11:46 p.m. and sealing of the minutes.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the 

affirmative. 

  

Ms. Brody reported that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

  

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the regular 

meeting at 11:47 p.m. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. 

  

 
 

  

 

 


