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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, December 14, 

2017 in the School Committee Room.  Superintendent Mr. Michael Messore called the meeting 

to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Dr. Douglas, Mr. Messore, Dr. Dillon, 

and Mr. Fiore. Arriving late were Ms. Pine at 7:06 p.m. and Mr. Alessandro at 7:36 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Dr. Andrew Anderson, Principal, Barrington Middle School led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements across the District. 

 

Barrington High School students Ari Dulchinos and Shiyuan Huang won the Congressional App 

Challenge with their “EarthSmart” App. 

 

Barrington High School hosted the 2nd debate tournament of the season and captured a number 

of top awards.  Varsity Team Awards for 2nd place Daniel Sheinberg, Jonny Zhang, 3rd place 

Emily Sancomb, Lexi Anderson, 4th place Jack DeLuca, Will Short; Varsity Individual Awards for 

3rd place Jack Killilea, 4th Place Madhri Yehiya, 5th place Sam Turner; Top Novice Team Award 

for 3rd place Harry Dunn and Lucian Fairbrother; Top Novice Individual Awards for 2nd Place 

Harry Dunn and 4th Place Noelle Faiza.  Many other Barrington students also placed in the 

tournament – scoring in the top 25% of all debaters. 

 

Barrington Education Foundation’s “Extraordinary Teaching and Learning” event showcased 

exhibits by students and teachers from all of the Barrington public schools, celebrating the 

extraordinary teaching and learning happening in our schools. 

 

Barrington Public Schools participated in the Rhode Island State House Holiday Music 

Celebration with performances by the Meet in the Middle program from Barrington High School 

under the direction of Barbara Hughes and Celeste Labonte, Hampden Meadows School Grade 

4 and Grade 5 choruses under the direction of Paula Degnan and Karen Sargeant, Primrose Hill 

School Grade 3 chorus under the direction of Justin Burde; and Sowams School Grade 3 

chorus under the direction of Mark Vadnais. 

 

Jamestown teachers and Highlander Fellows visited Hampden Meadows School to learn about 

Deeper Learning and the MakerSpace Curriculum. 

 

Barrington High School Girls’ Soccer Team was the recipient of the “Maddie Potts” 

Sportsmanship Award by the Rhode Island Girls Soccer Officials Association. 
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Hampden Meadows School educators Susan Constable, Jackie Fournier, Deena St. Angelo and 

Ashley Stackpoole and Assistant Principal Gino Sangiuliano attended a Social Emotional 

Learning Workshop sponsored by Scholastic and Rhode Island ASCD. 

 

Rhode Island ASCD appointed Nayatt School Principal Tracey Whitehead as President Elect 

and Hampden Meadows School Assistant Principal Gino Sangiuliano to the Board. 

 

Barrington High School Teacher Amy Nicodemus and Barrington Middle School Teacher Peter 

McFarland will participate on the Rhode Island State Science Assessment Review Committee. 

 

Spotlight on Teaching and Learning 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Barrington Middle School Principal Dr. Andrew Anderson who was 

selected as a member of the first leadership cohort of the National Institute for School 

Leadership (NISL) Leadership Program by the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE), 

along with other selected administrators to learn about transitional leadership. Dr. Anderson 

provided an overview on the Partnership for Rhode Island program that supports high-quality K-

12 education, including a year-long commitment with twice monthly training sessions and a one-

week facilitators training course, after which he will serve as a facilitator for training future 

leadership cohorts to support the RIDE/NISL goal of training 100% of principals in Rhode Island 

by 2020.   

 

Mr. Messore requested a change in the order of an agenda item under “New Business, School 

Committee” to address a field trip request.  

 

Mr. Hurley presented Mr. Finn’s request for approval of a field trip for the Barrington High 

School Boys Varsity Baseball Team to Port St. Lucie, Florida on April 5-8, 2018.  

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Ms. Pine seconded approval of the Barrington High School 

Boys Varsity Baseball Team field trip to Port St. Lucie, Florida on April 5-8, 2018.  

The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine 

voting in the affirmative.  

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Fiore presented the District Enrollment Data Report as of October 1, 2017, including 10-year 

historic enrollment data as well as projected enrollment through 2027-2028, as provided by the 

New England School Development Council (NESDEC).  He explained the method NESDEC 

used in producing the 10-year projections, including assumptions regarding birth rate, housing 

demand, short term economic conditions, actual K-12 enrollment data, summer enrollment 
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projections and historical district data. Mr. Fiore reported on a parallel study conducted in 2015 

by McKibben Demographic Research Report in conjunction with the Barrington Middle School 

building project. This study projects a 3-5% increase in enrollment once the new Middle School 

is opened.  He noted Barrington Public Schools enrollment has remained steady over the past 

10 years, unlike other districts in the state that are trending down. The Administration will 

continue to monitor enrollment data as it develops the FY19 Operating Budget. Discussion 

ensued on class space utilization for the next year.  Mr. Messore noted that the Administration 

will be monitoring Barrington Middle School grade 6 and grade 8 enrollment very closely due to 

the larger sizes of the current grade 5 and grade 7 classes.   

 

Public Comment 

 

Dr. Lisa Daft of 5 Robbins Drive, thanked the School Committee and Administration for the 

opportunity to be part of the Strategic Planning process, and commended Studer Education for 

collecting and organizing the data to aid in developing the best goals, actions, and measures.  

Dr. Daft expressed concern regarding the intentions and actions of School Committee member 

Dr. Douglas and her husband, Scott Douglas, around School Start Time. Dr. Daft questioned if 

there is a possible violation of the School Committee’s ethics policy. Dr. Daft requested the 

School Committee address the Douglases’ behavior relative to Mr. Douglas’ cancelled 

presentation regarding School Start Times at the Statehouse.  

 

Mr. Messore requested a change in the order of the agenda item “Annual Organizational 

Meeting” until after “Old Business, Superintendent and Staff,” at which time Mr. Alessandro 

would be present.   

 

Old Business 

Superintendent and Staff 

 

Ms. Clancy provided an update on the Barrington Middle School Building Project, including 

confirmation that documents for Public Bid were issued on December 13th. A mandatory 

meeting for interested bidders was held on December 20th, General Contractor bids will be due 

on January 19, 2018 and a contract awarded in February, 2018. Construction is anticipated to 

start in March, 2018. Mr. Fiore reported on the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) 

School Building Task Force that was created as a result of the Jacobs Engineering Report to 

address school building conditions throughout the state, including a synopsis of its 

recommendations. This Task Force has proposed the creation of “bonus points” in addition to 

the current system of reimbursement from the State for school construction projects, including 

those that have been approved in the past 5 years but have not yet broken ground. The BMS 

project may qualify for some of these additional bonus points. Mr. Fiore stated that the Task 

Force recommendations will be forwarded to the Governor for consideration in the development 

of the FY19 budget.  
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Mr. Fiore presented an analysis of the past 10 years’ expenditures by the District for legal 

services to assist in evaluation of the way in which the District procures legal services.  

This evaluation will help in the development of the FY19 Operating Budget.  He reported that 

legal services and fees for the last five years have been consistent, that General Counsel 

Whelan, Corrente, Flanders, Kinder & Siket LLP has experience in handling Barrington Public 

Schools’ legal issues, and that there is no immediate need to change the current arrangement 

for legal services. Mr. Fiore made a recommendation to the Committee to maintain the current 

hourly billing rate arrangement. A brief discussion ensued.    

 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the Strategic Planning process, including a timeline that 

includes presentation of the draft Strategic Plan to the Steering Committee in December, and a 

survey of the community in January, 2018 to elicit additional stakeholder feedback prior to 

finalization of the plan. He stated that the Steering Committee will review survey feedback at its 

January 25, 2018 meeting to finalize the Strategic Plan for approval by the School Committee in 

February, 2018. Mr. Messore reported on the continuing work at the District level, including the 

training of principals and leaders regarding the rollout of employee engagement survey results, 

prior to the school break in February, every employee will participate in a discussion regarding 

both the highest and lowest rated items on the survey. Each leader will identify and implement 

at least one action step. He stated that the principals will roll out the parent survey results by 

building, and that the School Committee will participate in a workshop facilitated by Studer 

Education regarding development of effective agenda setting and reporting practices aligned to 

the Strategic Plan on January 24, 2018.  

 

Mr. Messore requested nominations for School Committee Chair.   

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded nomination of Ms. Kate Brody as 

School Committee Chair.  The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, 

Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. Ms. Brody abstained. 

 

The gavel was then turned over to Ms. Brody. 

 

Ms. Brody requested nominations for School Committee Vice-Chair. 

 

Mr. Alessandro moved and Ms. Pine seconded nomination of Ms. Anna Clancy as 

School Committee Vice-Chair.  The motion passed 4-0 with Ms. Brody, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  Ms. Clancy 

abstained. 
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New Business 

Student Representative to the School Committee Update 

Mr. Sarli provided the following information in his Student Representative Update: 

Barrington Education Foundation Showcase was a big success. Barrington High School Chorus 

Winter Concert is on December 14th. Barrington High School will host a Coffee House on 

Tuesday, December 19th. First semester exams are scheduled for January 16 - 19. 

 

Mr. Sarli announced his acceptance to Brown University.  The School Committee and 

Administration congratulated Mr. Sarli on his achievement.   

 

Superintendent and Staff 

Personnel 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the recommendation 

of the Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Jessica Mangione, 

Assistant Swim Coach, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. 

Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the 

affirmative.  

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the recommendation 

of the Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Danamarie Ingram, 

Response to Intervention Chair, Hampden Meadows School. The motion passed 5-

0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in 

the affirmative.  

 

Mr. Fiore provided an overview of the Monthly Expenditures for November, 2017 in the amount 

of $3,752,699.47, reporting overall on budget.  He reported a potential overage in the Teacher 

Assistant line item due to proposed additions. This would also impact related benefit expenses. 

The Administration is currently evaluating other accounts in an effort to offset the additional 

expenses.  Mr. Fiore will provide an update on the evaluation at the next School Committee 

meeting.   

  

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of monthly 

expenditures for November, 2017 in the amount of $3,752,699.47. The motion 

passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine 

voting in the affirmative.  
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Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the request for 

Homeschooling for the 2017-2018 school year as presented.  The motion passed 

5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting 

in the affirmative.  

 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the new contact information for School Committee 

members, including the establishment of Barrington Public Schools email address and Google 

telephone numbers for School Committee related communications.  He stated that a notice with 

the new contact information will go out tomorrow to the public from the Superintendent and that 

this information will be posted in school newsletters and on the Barrington Public Schools 

website.   

 

Mr. Fiore reported on meetings of the Rhode Island Building Task Force and summarized this 

Task Force’s recommendations. These recommendations include the creation of “bonus points” 

in addition to the current system of reimbursement from the State for school construction 

projects, including those that have been approved in the past 5 years but have not yet broken 

ground. The BMS project may qualify for some of these additional bonus points. The Task Force 

recommendations will be forwarded to the Governor for consideration in the development of the 

FY19 budget.  Discussion ensued. Ms. Brody inquired if the Task Force Report will be a topic of 

discussion at the next Building Committee meeting on December 18th. Ms. Clancy stated there 

will not be a Building Committee on Monday, December 18th, but that a letter of support from the 

Building Committee will be signed by the Co-Chairs and forwarded to the Governor and State 

legislators. Mr. Messore stated that the Town of Barrington will be sending a letter of support to 

advocate for inclusion of the Barrington Middle School Building Project in any adopted 

legislation.  

 

School Committee  

 

Mr. Alessandro and Dr. Douglas reported on the Budget Forecasting Meeting. They discussed 

the document that has been developed to help townspeople understand the budget process and 

associated challenges.  Dr. Douglas noted that the Budget Forecasting Committee will be 

meeting on January 9, 2018 to finalize this document for presentation at a joint meeting of the 

School Committee, the Town Council and the Committee on Appropriations on January 30. Mr. 

Alessandro and Ms. Brody commended Dr. Douglas for her work on this document.  

 

Ms. Brody stated that there is an opportunity for the School Committee to express support of the 

recommendations of the Rhode Island School Building Task Force, and introduced a letter 

drafted by the Administration for the Committee’s consideration. Mr. Fiore made a 

recommendation to change the addressee of the letter from Rhode Island General Treasurer, 

Seth Magaziner, to Rhode Island Governor, Gina Raimondo, with copies to Mr. Magaziner and  
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the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, Ken Wagner, Co-Chairs of the 

Rhode Island School Building Task Force. The Administration is urging that the State adopt 

legislation that would include projects approved, but not yet begun by January 1, 2018, so as 

not to inadvertently encourage the delay of construction of such projects. 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adoption of the letter with the 

change of addressee as recommended by Mr. Fiore and asked that it be sent to 

Governor Gina Raimondo.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

 

Mr. Fiore presented to the Committee an opportunity for the District to become part of a 

collaboration made possible by the State of Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources with other 

cities, towns, and school districts. This collaboration would provide for a shared energy manager 

who would evaluate the District’s energy use and needs, and identify potential savings initiatives 

at no cost to the District.  Mr. Fiore noted that the deadline for a response to this invitation is 

December 21st. He recommended that the Committee approve a letter of support.  A brief 

discussion ensued on potential benefits of a shared energy manager.     

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded support of the District 

submitting a letter of interest in the Comprehensive Energy Management 

opportunity. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, 

Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

 

Dr. Dillon introduced the School Internet Filtering Policy, a new policy mandated by Rhode 

Island Department of Education (RIDE), which outlines the purpose of internet filtering in the 

District and a process by which to request access to filtered sites.  

 

Dr. Douglas read the draft of the School Internet Filtering Policy.  

 

Ms. Brody reported that the policy was reviewed by legal counsel.  Ms. Clancy inquired if it was 

a replacement to a current policy.  Dr. Dillon responded that it is a new policy, and that 

procedures are in place which follow the model provided by RIDE. The seconding reading and 

approval of the School Internet Filtering Policy will be at the next School Committee meeting to 

be held on January 4, 2018.    

 

Mr. Alessandro and Dr. Douglas provided a report on the December 6th Health and Wellness 

Committee meeting. This meeting included discussion relative to the health curriculum and 

parent education efforts. Dr. Douglas reported that vaping is the newest high risk activity among 

students, and explained that it is addressed in the curriculum in the context of adolescent 

behavior and decision making. A survey is also being distributed to parents regarding the health  
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curriculum. Dr. Dillon reported that the survey was distributed as part of the minutes of the 

Health and Wellness Committee meeting and through all the school newsletters.  She stated 

that 25 parent responses have been received to date.  Mr. Alessandro reported a change in the 

structure of the meeting to enhance efficiency and provide more time for discussion of key 

topics. Discussion ensued on the monitoring of vaping in the schools.  Ms. Brody recognized the 

work of the Health and Wellness Committee in addressing high risk behavior.  The next Health 

and Wellness Committee meeting will be held on January 3, 2018 in the Barrington Middle 

School Presentation Room at 8:30 a.m.  

 

Ms. Brody introduced the idea of the School Committee meeting on an annual basis to engage 

in self-evaluation and to review its norms and operating protocols. She proposed this meeting 

as an opportunity for the Committee to meet to discuss its norms and operating protocols, and 

to review “best practices”, as adopted by other school boards.  Mr. Alessandro proposed 

leveraging the connection with Studer Education and their partners as a resource for best 

practice models. Discussion ensued on the timing of the meeting.  There was a consensus to 

move forward with scheduling such a meeting. Ms. Brody will reach out to Studer Education 

regarding resources and materials that may be made available in advance. Ms. Miller will poll 

the committee for possible dates.    

 

Public Comment  

 

Ms. Sarah O’Brien of 88 Boyce Avenue stated that she attended this week’s Statehouse 

meeting regarding School Start Times and that she appreciated Mr. Messore’s presentation at 

this meeting.  Ms. O’Brien encouraged the School Committee to watch the presentation given 

by a representative of the East Greenwich School District regarding the challenges and 

opportunities they encountered when implementing their new start time plan. Ms. O’Brien 

expressed her belief that the School Start Time initiative had been a goal of the District’s last 

Strategic Plan, and suggested that the School Committee move forward with this initiative, using 

the plan developed by the Ad Hoc School Start Time Committee, before moving forward with a 

new Strategic Plan.   

 

Dr. Lisa Daft of 5 Robbins Drive, expressed her concern with a change in school start times in 

light of the State’s consideration of a policy statement regarding start times.  Dr. Daft requested 

that the School Committee defer implementing a change in start times until a decision has been 

made by the State as to any statewide initiative.   
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Decision Items 

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded approval of the Consent Agenda.  

The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas 

and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative.  

 

Discussion items  

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular School Committee meeting, scheduled for January 4, 

2018, will include a Barrington Middle School Project update, a presentation regarding the 

framework for the development of the proposed FY19 Operating Budget, and an update 

regarding the Multi-Tier System of Supports (MTSS) and Response to Intervention (RTI), as 

well as a report regarding pupil personnel. 

 

Ms. Brody reported the Lead, Educate and Promote the Profession (LEAPP) presentation by 

Ms. Morrisette and Ms. Pyliotis is deferred to a later date in January. 

 

Ms. Pine inquired about the fact that the December 20 Joint School Committee and Town 

Council Meeting is not on the Barrington School Committee 2017-2018 Tentative Dates and 

Topics schedule for public notice. Discussion ensued regarding public notice and the School 

Committee calendar. Ms. Brody confirmed that the agenda for the December 20th Joint School 

Committee and Town Council Meeting will be posted to the Secretary of State and Barrington 

Public Schools websites in compliance with the Open Meetings Act. 

 

Dr. Douglas proposed a presentation to the School Committee on the Barrington Middle School 

Recycling Project.  

 

Dr. Douglas requested a transportation report and discussion of a third-party review.  Mr. 

Messore stated that the Administration will provide the data to the School Committee prior to its 

next scheduled meeting on January 4, 2018.   

 

Dr. Douglas requested a School Start Time discussion be added to the agenda to review new 

data. Discussion ensued.  There was consensus among the Committee members to add an 

update on the School Start Time topic to the January agenda. Ms. Brody asked the Committee 

to forward their feedback on the design of the conversation to the Superintendent.  

 

Dr. Dillon proposed a presentation on Virtual Instructional Day Guidelines with a potential 

recommendation for an Ad Hoc Committee. 
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Announcements: 

 

Mr. Messore announced the upcoming Rhode Island Statehouse Holiday Music Celebration 

Performances by Nayatt School Grade 3 Chorus on December 18th at 10:30 a.m., Barrington 

Middle School Grade 8 Chorus on December 21st at 10:30 a.m., and Barrington Middle School 

Jazz Band at 11:00 a.m. 

  

Ms. Brody announced the Rhode Island Association of School Committees Professional 

Development opportunity on School Infrastructure Needs on Saturday, December 16th from 

8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

Mr. Alessandro announced the passing of Mr. Kevin Robinson, a member of the community, 

and recognized the contribution he and his family have made to promote mental and physical 

wellness in our community.   

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:05 

p.m. and to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws: 

Section 42-46-5 (a)(2) for sessions pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation, or 

work sessions pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation with National Education 

Association Barrington (NEAB) and pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws: Section 42-

46-5 (a)(3) for discussion regarding the matter of security including but not limited to the 

deployment of security personnel or devices.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.   

 

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the Executive Session 

at 9:50 p.m., and sealing of the minutes.  The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. 

  

Ms. Brody reported that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

  

Ms. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded adjournment of the regular meeting at 

9:50 p.m. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Brody, Ms. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. 

Douglas and Ms. Pine voting in the affirmative. 

 

The next regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee is scheduled for Thursday, 

January 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the School Committee Room, 283 County Road, Barrington, RI 

02806.  

 

 


