
 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 

 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, May 11, 2017, in the 

Administration Building. School Committee Chair Kate D. Brody called the meeting to order at 

7:02p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Vice Chair Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, Mrs. Pine, 

Mr. Messore, Mr. David Burrows, Director of Technology, and Mr. Tarro. Absent was Dr.  Dillon. 

Pledge of Allegiance Mr. Eli Shea, Student Representative to the School Committee, led everyone in the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Achievement Recognition  

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements throughout the district: 

 

The Barrington High School LifeSmarts Team, coached by BHS Mathematics faculty member Mr. 

Samuel Schachter, won the Third Place Award at the LifeSmarts National Competition in Pittsburgh, PA. 

 

Barrington High School made the Washington Post’s annual ranking of how successfully schools 

challenge their students. 

The Barrington High School Computer Club won the title in the 31
st

 Annual Providence College 

Computer Programing Contest, beating out 15 other teams representing high schools from across the 

region. 

The District has been awarded a scholarship to attend the National Portrait Gallery’s Learning to Look 

Summer Teacher Institute, July 10-13, 2017. 

Mr. Mario Correia’s Barrington High School Computer Club placed 3
rd

 at Fitchburg State’s High School 

Programming Contest. 

The Barrington High School Unified Basketball Team is the 2017 State Champion. 

The Barrington Boys' Outdoor Track & Field Team won the Eastern Division Championship. 

 

Student Representative to the School Committee Recognition  
The School Committee and the Administration recognized Mr. Eli Shea for his service and commitment 

as the Student Representative to the School Committee. Mr. Shea was presented with a gift from the 

School Committee and he announced his plans to attend Brown University in the fall.  

 

Information and Proposals 

Technology Plan Update and 1:1 Initiative Report  

Mr. David Burrows, Director of Technology, provided an update about the District Technology Plan and 

shared a report on the 1:1 Initiative.  He explained that the Technology Department has been working on 

day to day support, projects (including replacement of the Smartboards at BHS) and initiatives; he noted 

that the district and schools websites are almost ready for launch. Mr. Burrows stated that his greatest 

personal expertise is in robust infrastructure and that he is working with the District Technology 

Committee to finalize the vision for the next part of the strategic planning process for the District 



Technology Plan.  The Future Ready Schools Preparing Students for Success has been selected as the 

research based framework for the ongoing planning process.     

The teacher feedback that has been gained through focus groups of teachers, administrators and students 

revealed that they would like to see more consistent expectations across all classes, that the 1:1 initiative 

allows them to be more efficient, and that aligning technology use to lesson purpose and objective is 

critical. 

Barrington High School (BHS) student, Mr. Christopher Sarli and Barrington Middle School (BMS) 

student. Mr. Jack Colton introduced the STAT program that empowers student leadership and allows 

students to support fellow students’ devices and troubleshoot any problems. There are approximately 20 

BMS and BHS students that are involved in the program; at the high school level the role may provide an 

internship opportunity for students. The students found that the biggest benefit of the program is that it 

has been very free flowing in its evolution over time. The students thanked the Administration and the 

Technology Department. The program has allowed members of the STAT team to help them interact with 

their peers and talk to more teachers and students with whom they may have otherwise never had any 

interactions. The STAT team is working with Hampden Meadows School to develop a leadership team 

with a group of tech interns, who will hopefully move up in the program through high school. 

Mrs. Brody thanked the students for their informative presentation. Dr. Douglas inquired about how 

students become involved with the STAT team; Mr. Sarli and Mr. Colton explained that all students who 

are interested are encouraged to get involved and that students self-select by interest for participation 

and/or are encouraged by teachers to explore participation. 

Mr. Sarli explained that 60% of STAT students are graduating this year, so there is an active recruitment 

process at BHS that includes announcements and highlights on the Sunrise Show.    

In response to questions from the Committee, Mr. Burrows explained that there are approximately 30 

loaner devices available for intermittent use by students,  and that the district expectation is for a life 

expectancy of of 4 years per device, Mr. Burrows stated that Hampden Meadows School will see the  

greatest increase in capacity for testing efficiency next year, with a resulting increase in instructional 

time, as the District Technology Plan includes an expansion of the number of devices that will be 

available on carts for classroom use at that school.  

Mrs. Clancy asked Mr. Burrows if he feels as though he has input in the BMS Building project. Mr. 

Burrows responded that questions have been raised about where things will be in new building, but that 

he will look more deeply as the District moves closer to completion.  

 

Progress Report: Athletics and Student Activities: Athletics Advisory Council, Extracurricular Advisory 

Council, Review of Policies and Procedures: Recommendations 

Mr. Joseph Hurley, Principal, Barrington High School, congratulated Mr. Eli Shea for his 

accomplishments.  

Mr. Hurley stated that to date, 9 BHS students and 6 BHS parents have applied to serve on the Athletics 

Advisory Council; Mr. Hurley provided clarification that Mr. Finn is seeking 4 additional students from 

the freshman and sophomore classes, 2 female and 2 male students.  The BHS Administrative team and 

Mr. Finn will conduct a blind review of the applications and the goal is to finalize the decision next week. 

Mr. Hurley, Mr. George Finn, Athletic Director, and the coaches met to review the School Committee 

feedback and requests for clarification and felt that it was a very positive meeting. The initial group, 

including  4 students who were invited to participate on the Athletics Advisory Council by Mr. Finn, 3 

coaches, and the Boosters Club President, has been formed and held a meeting to work on defining its 

purpose and creating its mission statement.   Mr. Hurley stated that it was the consensus of the Council to 

not conduct a survey prior to the identification of the purpose and mission statement; he and/or Mr. Finn 

will continue to keep the School Committee updated on any changes.  

Mrs. Pine requested clarification about the timeline for the creation of the Extracurricular Activities 

Council, specifically whether it too would be established by next week. Mr. Hurley stated that they will 

be focusing on one council at a time.  Mrs.   



Brody asked that Mr. Finn attend a School Committee meeting in June to provide an update relative to the 

status of work on the coach certification and evaluation processes. Mr. Messore confirmed that Mr. Finn 

would attend a June meeting.    

 

Process Improvement and Data Analysis 

Mr. Messore explained the process for program evaluation, noting the statutory requirement for 

compliance with federal and State statutes, including the Basic Education Plan per the Rhode Island 

Department of Education. He provided an overview of the data analysis of internal and external factors, 

including classroom evaluations, student enrollment and per pupil expenditures by program, that are part 

of the decision making process for the Administration;  the process involves collaboration with teachers 

and the administrative leadership team.  Mrs. Clancy requested clarification of external research practices 

for program evaluation; Mr. Messore noted that the Administration had participated in professional 

development programs.  Mrs. Pine noted that competitive colleges require four years of study of a world 

language at the high school level and expressed her concern relative to ensuring that BHS students have 

that opportunity.  The District is also exploring the expansion of program expansion beyond the confines 

of the regular school day, i.e. night classes and   college credit courses.  Mrs. Brody requested that 

implementation of research based program assessment best practices, including process improvement, be 

considered as part of the upcoming Strategic Planning process.  

 

 

Public Comment 

Mr. Tony Arico  of 166 Lincoln Avenue stated that it was an emotional night at the May 10 Budget 

Hearing and that he is hoping for the best at the May 16 Committee on Appropriations meeting;  , he 

noted the impact of the  budget cuts and he wants the community to support the schools. 

 

 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Barrington Middle School Building Committee Report 

Mrs. Clancy announced that the traffic intersection improvements at Lincoln Avenue and Middle 

Highway have been approved and will be funded by the State, although the District may incur some 

minimal costs.  Mr. Tarro noted that the traffic intersection improvements will be made in conjunction 

with the timeline for the BMS building project. 

Mrs. Clancy stated that the committee is continuing to revise design down to interior finish details.  She 

confirmed that, consistent with best practice models, peer review cost estimates will be conducted by two 

firms.  Mr. Tarro confirmed that the Administration will be working with the Architectural Design Team 

to update the district website with current design plans.  Mrs. Brody noted that she was informed by Ms. 

Jessica Beauchaine, a member of the East Providence School Committee, that Ms. Beauchaine references 

the BMS building project website as a best practice model during discussions at East Providence School 

Committee meetings relative to future building construction projects. The next BMS Building Committee 

meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 19 at 7:00 pm in the BMS library.   

 

FY18 Proposed Operating Budget Update 

Mr. Messore provided a review of the budget reduction process and timeline established by the 

Administration in response to the recommendation of the COA for a level funded FY8 operating budget, 

requiring a reduction of $1,202,448.00, for the Barrington Public Schools.  The Administration met, at 

multiple times, with building principals to discuss the impact on teaching and learning and programs.  

The priority for decisions was identified as follows:  state and federal mandates, the Basic Education 

Program (BEP) and graduation requirements.  Data analysis, with consideration of the least impact to the 

greatest number of students, was considered for the following metrics:  enrollment by grade, 



student/teacher ratios, reallocation of staffing and course selection at the secondary level. The 

Administration is committed to the delivery of a world class education for all students and recognizes the 

value of the opportunity for participation in athletic and extracurricular programs.  The Administration 

held multiple meetings with the Athletic Director top discuss all athletic programs in the District, with 

data analysis of student participation in different programs and the cost per student by athletic program.  

All required budget reductions will receive close scrutiny by the Administration and School Committee 

prior to final approval.  It was the consensus of the Committee to consider filming all workshops, in 

addition to all regular School Committee meetings, in the future.   

 

  

Mrs. Brody stated that, pending the outcome of the Financial Town meeting, there may be a need to 

schedule a special School Committee meeting prior to June 1 to ensure compliance with the statutory 

requirement to provide notification relative to a reduction in force.   

 

Old Business from School Committee 

There was no Old Business from the School Committee. 

 

 

New Business 

Student Representative to the School Committee Update 

Mr. Eli Shea stated that serving as the Student Representative to the School Committee has been a great 

experience. He announced he is part of the interview process for his successor and he provided an 

overview of the timeline for events prior to the BHS graduation on June 4, 2017. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

Personnel 

Appointments 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the  

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Mr. Jack Kelly, Assistant Baseball Coach, 

Head Junior Varsity Coach, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. 

Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative 

for the motion. 
 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the  

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Mr. Geoff Turner, Assistant Baseball Coach, 

Head Freshman Coach, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, 

Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the  

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Susan Lourenco, Junior Varsity Boys 

Tennis Coach, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the  

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Mr. Mike Katz, Assistant Outdoor Track and 

Field Coach, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, , Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 
 



Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the  

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Mr. Bill LaBelle, Junior Varsity Boys 

Lacrosse Coach, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro,  Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the  

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Mr. Jacob Fournier, Theatre Technical 

Director, Barrington High School. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, 

Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.. 
 

Mrs. Clancy requested clarification of the timeline for the approval process for seasonal coaching 

appointments.  Mr. Messore confirmed that the goal of the Administration is to have approval of 

appointments prior to the start of the season and acknowledged that the appointments at this meeting have 

been made after the start of the season. Mr. Messore announced the Leave of Absence of Mr. Andrew 

Weiss, Social Studies Teacher, Barrington Middle School.  Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Dr. 

Suzanne Costa, Library Department Head, Barrington Public Schools. Mr. Messore thanked Dr. Costa for 

her work to establish the collaborative framework as a best practice model in the District libraries, to 

support research and enhance teaching and learning resources, and to reinforce the role of libraries as 

integral parts of every school. Mrs. Brody noted that Dr. Costa’s resignation pertains to her role as K-12 

Library Department Head, not to her role as the Library Media Specialist at Barrington High School.   

 

Report: Committee on Appropriations May 8 Meeting and Joint Committee on Appropriations (COA) 

Meeting May 9 

Mrs. Brody stated that the meeting on May 8 was cancelled by the COA.  She provided a synopsis of the 

May 9 Joint School Committee and COA meeting, including a review of the timeline for the budget 

discussion with the COA and the recent change in agenda format for its meetings with the elimination of 

the public comment portion of the agenda.  The Budget Forecasting Committee was identified as an 

opportunity to improve the collaborative process for ongoing work with the development of municipal 

and school budgets.  The Committee and the COA were unable to reach consensus about the budget 

recommendation that will be provided by the COA.  The COA will proceed with its recommendation for a 

level funded FY18 operating budget, requiring a reduction of $1,202,448.00, for the Barrington Public 

Schools.  The COA expects to hear public comment on its recommended budgets at the May 10 Budget 

Hearing.      

 

Approval of Monthly Expenditures 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the monthly expenditures for April, 

2017 in the amount of $3,817,165.11. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 

 

 

Approval of Rhode Island Student Survey (RISS)  

Mr. Messore introduced the Rhode Island Student Survey (RISS), a risk and prevalence survey for middle 

and high school students; there is no personally identifiable information associated with voluntary 

participation in the survey.  The intention and purpose of the RISS is to identify areas where there are 

strengths that can be built upon and to allocate additional resources to those areas that need improvement.  

In order to administer the RISS, the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) requires signed 

approval from Superintendents and School Committees. The discussion included the format and timeline 

for administration of the RISS in 2017-2018 and Mr. Messore will check historical data to confirm the 

participation rate in the District and in   Rhode Island.  



 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the administration of the Rhode 

Island Student Survey in the Barrington Public Schools in the 2017-2018 academic year. The 

motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 

 

New Business from the School Committee 

Health and Wellness Committee Report 

Mr. Alessandro thanked Ms. Patricia Tolento, Principal, Primrose Hill School, and the Primrose Hill 

School PTO for having hosted the May 3 meeting of the Health and Wellness Committee.  Mr. 

Alessandro stated that the primary topic of discussion was related to transgender support issues and that 

there were many insightful suggestions during the community driven meeting. The committee also 

discussed the implementation of the Health and Wellness Policy and the responsibility held by building 

principals and administrative staff to report on the policy. Dr. Douglas noted the high level of expertise 

relative to health and wellness issues in our community, including among those present at the Health and 

Wellness Committee meeting.  . The next Health and Wellness Committee meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, June 7 at 8:30 a.m. in the School Committee Room. 

 

Policy First Reading: Employee Absence Policy 

Mrs. Brody introduced the new policy with a statement that research tells us that chronic selective teacher 

absenteeism has a negative impact on student learning and that sporadic teacher absences have a more 

negative impact on teaching and learning.  This policy is proposed for adoption in an effort to address the 

need to provide each student with a highly qualified and effective educator and reduce the cost associated 

with educator absences.  The Committee conducted the first reading of the Employee Absence Policy.  

The Committee and Administration provided input relative to clarification and edits prior to the second 

reading and approval of the policy at the June 1 School Committee meeting.    

 

  

 

Discussion: FY18 Budget Message 

Mrs. Brody requested that School Committee members forward input for the FY18 budget message to 

Mr. Messore by May 15 to facilitate the development of a draft for the Financial Town Meeitng.   

 

School Committee Recognition of District Retirees 

Mrs. Brody proposed the initiation of an annual process for recognition of District retirees at a School 

Committee meeting in June.  It was the consensus of the Committee to implement that process at the June 

15 School Committee meeting.   

 

Report: 2017 Rhode Island Association of School Committees (RIASC) Annual Meeting  

Mrs. Brody reported that the topic of the RIASC Annual Meeting, held on May 6, was Healthy Minds, 

Healthy Students and she provided an overview of the program topics, including Protecting the Rights of 

Our Transgendered Students, Adolescent Substance Abuse and the Push to Legalize Marijuana, and Later 

Start Times and Student Health and Achievement..  Dr. Douglas stated that the transgender presentation 

was well done and that she would like to investigate some of the resources that were introduced by the 

presenters.  Mr. Alessandro noted that the marijuana discussion and facts were very interesting and he 

commended the presentation by Assistant Attorney General Ms. Joee Lindbeck.   

Mrs. Brody announced that the Barrington School Committee was recognized for all members having 

achieved completion of the required annual professional development.  

 

Approval of Request for Home Schooling 



 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for home schooling.  The name of the individual student 

was not identified in the public meeting.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.. 
 

Approval of Bid for Air Conditioning Ductless Split System 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Administration to award the bid for the Air Conditioning Ductless Split System for Nayatt 

School and Primrose Hill School to Automatic Temperature Controls, Inc. as the lowest, 

qualified, evaluated bidder, in an amount not to exceed $14,893.00.   The motion passed 5-0 

with Mrs. Brody, Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the 

affirmative for the motion.  

 

Approval of Bid for Digital Temperature Controls (DTC) 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Administration to award the bid for Digital Temperature Controls (DTC) for Sowams 

School to Automatic Temperature Controls, Inc. as the lowest, qualified, evaluated bidder, 

in an amount not to exceed $39,620.00.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the 

motion.  

 

 

Approval of Bid for Vinyl Asbestos Tiles Abatement (VAT) 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Administration to award the bid for Vinyl Asbestos Tiles Abatement (VAT) for Nayatt 

School and Primrose Hill School to AA Asbestos Abatement Co., Inc. as the lowest, 

qualified, evaluated bidder in an amount not to exceed $42,650.00.  . The motion passed 5-0 

with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine voting in the 

affirmative for the motion.  

Mr. Tarro noted that all approved bids on this agenda will be funded with the School Improvement 

Capital Reserve Funds and are eligible for 35% Housing Aid reimbursement. 

 

Decision Items 

Consent Agenda 

Dr. Douglas requested that the April 6 minutes be amended to reflect her reference to the elimination of a 

bus, as opposed to a mini bus.  

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the Consent Agenda with the 

noted amendment. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, 

Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Mr. Messore suggested that the Barrington Middle School Standards Based Report Card be added to the 

June 1 School Committee meeting agenda.  He would also like to have an opportunity for Dr. Dillon to 

present her work with the Cornerstone Learnzillion Partnership at the June 1 School Committee meeting.  

Mr. Alessandro requested that the Health and Wellness Committee Report be included on the June 15 

School Committee meeting agenda, as the next meeting will be held on June 7.    

 



 

Announcements  

Mr. Messore announced the following upcoming events: May 12 BHS Senior Prom, May 17 Senior 

Project Presentation Day, May 24 Financial Town Meeting.  Mrs. Brody announced that the Spring 

Legislative Breakfast will not be held as it was impossible to find a mutually convenient date for the 

second session in 2017.  The new Student Representative to the School Committee (2017-2018) will be 

introduced at the June 15 School Committee meeting.  Mr. Alessandro noted the recent passing of Mrs. 

Jean MacIntyre, a longtime Barrington resident, coach and supporter of excellence in public education 

and recognized her contributions to our community.  .    

Mrs. Brody provided a clarification from the April 25 Committee on Appropriations meeting Ms. Kathy 

Raposa, Town Finance Director, had confirmed that the property tax levy increase associated with the 

municipal and school budgets as presented would be $1.57 per $1,000.00 of assessed value.   

 

Public Comment  

There were no comments from members of the public at this time.   

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 11:23 

p.m.  and to convene in Executive Session Pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws:  Section 

42-46-5 (a) (2) for Work Session pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation with 

Barrington Education Support Team (BEST) and Executive Session Pursuant to Rhode 

Island General Laws: Section 42-46-5 (a) (1) for Superintendent Evaluation.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, and Mrs. Pine 

voting in the affirmative for the motion 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 11;25 p.m. 

and to seal the minutes.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. 

Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.   

             Mrs. Brody stated that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

 

             Mrs. Clancy moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 11:26 p.m.      

             The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and 

             Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.  

              

 


