
 

Minutes of School Committee Budget Workshop 05/04/2017 

The Barrington School Committee met in open session on Thursday, May 4, 2017, in the Administration 

Building.  A Consent Agenda preceded the Budget Workshop; the sole item on the agenda was the 

Budget Workshop for the purpose of providing the Administration with the opportunity to identify the 

impact of level funding for the FY18 proposed operating budget for the Barrington Public Schools.  

School Committee Chair Kate Brody called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, 

Mrs. Clancy, Dr. Douglas, Mrs. Pine, Mr. Messore, Dr. Dillon and Mr. Tarro.  Absent was Student 

Representative to the School Committee Mr. Eli Shea.  Mr. Alessandro arrived at 7:00 p.m.  

                       Mrs. Clancy moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. The  
                       motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the 
                       affirmative for the motion.   
 

Mrs. Brody provided an overview of the timeline and rationale for the Budget Workshop, as it relates 
directly to the recommendation of the Committee on Appropriations (COA) for a level funded FY18 
operating budget for the Barrington Public Schools.  A level funded FY18 budget requires a reduction of  
$1,202,448.00 to close the gap between the level services budget as proposed by the Administration and 
School Committee and the level funded budget as recommended by the COA.  The FY18 level services 
budget as presented to the COA reflects an increase of 2.51% and would cover the increased costs 
associated with maintaining all existing programs and services, with no funding for new initiatives or 
programs       

Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro provided an overview of the FY18 budget process and identified the impact of 
level funding for the FY18 operating budget as follows:  a reduction of a total 16.14 positions for certified 
staff and support staff, with a total salary and benefits reduction (including unemployment factor) of 
$1,053,717.00 and a reduction of $170,203 in athletics programs (including the elimination of middle 
school sports, freshman sports at Barrington High School (BHS) , and the elimination of Boys and Girls Ice 
Hockey, Gymnastics and Wrestling at BHS.) Mr. Tarro noted that the $23,502 increase in renewal rates for 
property liability insurance was an additional factor that had an impact on the total amount of the 
required reduction.  Details of the reductions as identified by the Administration will be posted on the 
District website. 

Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro reviewed the Fund Balances/Spending Policy, the critical need to avoid a 
structural deficit in the operating budget, and addressed the historical date relative to the District 
reinvestment in school infrastructure to support capital improvement projects with eligibility for 35% 
Housing Aid reimbursement from the State.            

Committee discussion included clarification from the Administration relative to the rationale for the 
identified budget reductions, budget variables that remain unknown at this time, and a unanimous 
concern of the Committee to preserve the quality of teaching and learning in the District and acknowledge 
the devastating impact of a level funded budget on the ability of the District to align resources to fulfill its 
mission to empower all students to excel. 

All required budget reductions will receive close scrutiny by the Administration and the School Committee 
prior to final approval. 

 



 

The COA, at its April 25 meeting, announced its intent to hear public comment at the Budget Hearing on 
May 10 relative to its recommended budgets for the Barrington Public Schools and the Town of 
Barrington.  The Administration will provide the information as presented at the Budget Workshop to the 
COA and the public via electronic and social media communication.  

              Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the Budget Workshop at 8:40 p.m. 
              The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine  
              voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 

 

                              


