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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, March 2, 2017, in the 

Administration Building. School Committee Chair Kate D. Brody called the meeting to order at 7:36 

p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, Mrs. Pine, Mr. Messore, and. Mrs. Dillon. 

Mr. Tarro arrived at 7:43pm and Vice Chair Mrs. Clancy arrived at 7:59pm. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Dr. Dillon led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Mrs. Brody congratulated Mrs. Dillon on completing the requirements for her doctorate degree in 

Curriculum, Teaching, Learning, and Leadership from Northeastern University. Mrs. Brody presented 

Mrs. Dillon with flowers from the School Committee. 

Dr.  Dillon thanked everyone and explained that she looks forward to future opportunities within the 

district.  

 

Achievement Recognition 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements throughout the district: 

 

Mrs. Paula Dillon, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction successfully completed the 

requirements for her doctorate degree in Curriculum, Teaching, Learning, and Leadership from 

Northeastern University. 

 

The Barrington High School Girls Swim Team became the 2017 Rhode Island Interscholastic League 

Champions, making it the 3rd straight state title for the Eagles. 

 

Barrington High School Boys Swim Team members Harry Homans (200 Individual Medley & 50 Free 

style) and Ethan O’Connor (50 Free style & 100 Free style) won State records in 200 medley- & 400 free-

relays.  

 

Barrington Middle School Student Eli Terrell has qualified to compete in the state level competition of 

the National Geographic Bee on March 31. 

 

On February 28, Dr. Paula Dillon, Mrs. Pat Tolento, Principal, Primrose Hill School, and Ms. Rebecca 

Henderson, Robotics teacher, Barrington Middle School, represented the Barrington Public Schools at a 

recognition event hosted by the Partnership for 21st Century Learning (P21) in Washington, D.C.   This 

event highlighted school districts for their work in teaching critical skills and knowledge needed to 

prepare students for college, career, and life.  Dr. Dillon explained that Barrington was one of four 

districts in the United States that received Exemplar status. Mrs. Dillon provided an overview of the role 

of P21 in education leadership.   

 

Dr. Douglas requested that the Committee take the field trip approval agenda item out of order and it was 

the consensus of the Committee to accommodate her request. 

 

Dr. Andrew Anderson, Principal, Barrington Middle School, presented a request for approval of a field 

trip request for the Barrington Middle (BMS) Science Olympiad Team;  the field trip is for travel to 

Wright State University in Ohio for the national championship. Dr. Anderson stated that the fundraising 

efforts for the 2016 championship enabled the BMS Science Olympiad Team to decrease the cost per 

student from $1,000 to $350.  



 

Mr. Alessandro moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to approve the BMS Science Olympiad 

field trip. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. 

Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 

Information and Proposals 

K-5 Student Achievement Data:  Mid-Year Progress Report 

The K-5 principals presented the Student Achievement Data:  Mid-Year Progress Report for English 

Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics for the 2016-2017 school year. Mr. James Callahan, Sowams 

School Principal,  provided an overview of the K-5 student achievement data and highlighted the 

following research based principles:  What Does the Research Tell Us?, Data Day Guiding Questions for 

Professional Learning Communities with evaluation of grade level, individual teacher data and diagnostic 

data, and Progress Monitoring Systems for district and longitudinal data.  Dr. Dillon stated that the 

student achievement data reports as presented by the principals will be posted to the district website for 

future reference.  Dr. Dillon noted, in response to a question relative to the availability of resources to 

support identified student needs, that the addition of instructional coaches has had a measurable positive 

impact on student achievement as reflected in the  data that indicates a consistent reduction in at risk 

students; however, Dr. Dillon stated that there continues to be a need for additional resources to support 

embedded professional development and  implementation of best practice models for excellence in 

teaching and learning. 

 

The discussion following the data presentation included questions relative to the level of student 

awareness of assessment and the testing climate, ongoing work toward more parent-friendly progress 

reports including consideration of use of the Aspen system for elementary students, and clarification of 

the tiers of intervention.to address identified student need.  Mr. Alessandro expressed his appreciation to 

Dr. Dillon and the elementary principals for the change in format for the presentation of the student 

achievement data.  

 

Barrington Middle School (BMS) Building Project and Special Financial Town Meeting Discussion  

Mr. Tarro announced the financing of the Barrington Middle School (BMS) Bond was approved by the 

Rhode Island Health and Educational Building Corporation at its meeting earlier this evening.  Mrs. 

Clancy reported that the Building Committee continues its focus on a reduction in cost for the BMS 

project; agenda topics for the next BMS Building Committee meeting on March 13 include civil 

engineering, and an update on the consultation with the Rhode Island Department of Transportation 

relative to the planning for intersection improvements.   

 

Mrs. Clancy also announced that there will be a Community Forum next Tuesday, March 7 at 6:30pm in 

the Barrington Middle School (BMS) Auditorium to provide an update about the status of the BMS 

building project and to discuss the rationale and process for the special Financial Town Meeting that will 

be held on Thursday, March 16 at Barrington High School. 

 

School Start Time Advisory Committee Update 

 

Mr. Messore provided an update relative to the February 28 meeting of the School Start Time Advisory 

Committee.  The Bayside YMCA staff had presented an overview of current programming, child care 

facilities and transportation options; confirmation was provided by the Bayside YMCA relative to 2017-

2018 Barrington High School (BHS) Swim Team practice times with release no later than 7pm for 1.5 

hour practices, and maintenance of current lane status.  Mr. Finn had reported that ice time has been 

secured at Cranston and Portsmouth Abbey for 2017-2018 BHS Hockey Team practice times and nothing 

will change as long as students are ready for departure.  Mr. Messore noted that the Administration is 

aware of the need for improvement to sidewalks near schools to provide more students with the 

opportunity to walk to school. Mr. Messore stated that transportation for Special Education students is 



being addressed as a separate need unrelated to the School Start Time initiative, and that recruitment and 

retention of bus monitors remains an ongoing challenge to ensure compliance with the statutory 

requirements.  It was the consensus of the Committee that the proposed cost neutral option is not an ideal 

option due to the later dismissal time for Hampden Meadows students.  There is a tentative advisory 

meeting for April 4, 2017.   

 

The subsequent discussion included the following issues: clarification that health care for bus monitors is 

required for employees who work, on average, 30 hours per week, a question relative to the option of 

using cameras on buses in lieu of bus monitors, and the need for accurate data relative to the level of 

interest in/need for child care.   

 

 

Discussion and Vote: Proposed FY18 Operating Budget 

 

Mr. Tarro provided an overview of the proposed FY18 operating budget.  He reviewed the following 

components of the budget:  estimated costs for operating the school district in FY18 as compared with the 

current FY17 budget, estimated increases of $1,587,875 for a level services budget, factors that contribute 

to the projected increase in expenses, including staff salaries, staff benefits, out of district tuition, student 

support services and charter school tuitions.  He identified enrollment and projected mandated services as 

variables that will contribute to changes in the cost estimates.  Mr. Tarro noted that variables that will 

contribute to changes in the revenue estimates include a potential 5-8% increase in medical insurance 

premiums after a past history of flat insurance premiums, worker compensation insurance premiums, 

property liability insurance and attrition and anticipated retirements. The district will require the addition 

of one additional bus for transportation of Special Education students, unrelated to the implementation of 

the School Start Time initiative.    Mr. Tarro provided clarification for the School Start Time Initiative 

line item as follows:  stated that $307,000 is allocated for the start time change, including $176,000 for 

three additional busses, $127,000 for three additional bus monitors and $4,000 for Athletics. The total 

increase in the proposed FY18 operating budget $1,895,696, or 3.95%.   

 

Mr. Tarro stated that there will be reductions in State Estimated Aid and Categorical Funds in the amount 

of $53,808. The total potential impact to tax payers is a 4.06% increase.  The Administration will 

continue to monitor enrollment and will continue its scrutiny to realize additional potential cost savings. 

Mr. Messore provided clarification that an 8:15am start time for the High School and a 3:45pm dismissal 

for Hampden Meadows School would require three additional buses in order to continue capturing 

efficiencies with the transportation system.   

 

The subsequent discussion included support for both elimination of the line item for the School Start 

Time initiative and support for direction to the Administration to continue its close scrutiny of the 

identified budget to preserve the option of a later start school time, concern relative to the fact that the 4% 

increase in the proposed budget is too high with an acknowledgement that the proposed operating budget 

was presented by the Administration because it reflects identified budget needs to provide support for 

students. 

 

Mr. Messore explained that the process to develop an implementation plan for the School Start Time 

initiative began over a year ago and the presentation included what is best needed for the district.  Mr. 

Messore stated that he feels that the wellbeing of the students need to be addressed and that the district 

should follow through with the School Committee’s vote for implementation of the School Start Time 

initiative 

 

Mrs. Brody stated that the budget is to be presented to the Committee on Appropriations on Monday and 

asked the Committee for a motion to make a reduction to the budget and have the Administration 

continue its work. Mrs. Clancy requested that the Committee consider direction that the Administration 



reduce the budget from 4.06% to a 3.25% increase.  Mr. Tarro, in response to a question from Dr. 

Douglas, clarified that the cost of a bus and monitor is $77,000. 

 

Mr. Alessandro moved and Mrs. Pine seconded to approve a proposed operating budget 

with level services and a 3.31% increase in the amount of $1,587,875.  The motion did not 

pass 2-3 with Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion and 

Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy and Dr. Douglas opposed to the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody asked for an alternate motion.  

 

Dr. Douglas moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the proposed FY18 operating 

budget with a not to exceed 3.75% increase to taxpayers, to direct the Administration to 

make the appropriate reduction and forward  the proposed FY18 operating budget to the 

Committee on Appropriations. The motion passed 3-2 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy and 

Dr. Douglas voting in the affirmative for the motion and Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Pine 

opposed to the motion.   

 

Mrs. Pine stated that she felt 3.75% is still high; Mrs. Clancy concurred and stated that she feels that the 

wellbeing of students is a priority and would like to give the Administration some flexibility in addressing 

opportunities for further reductions in the proposed operating budget. 

 

 

Public Comment 

 

Mrs. Sarah O’Brien of 88 Boyce Avenue stated that she thinks teachers deserve an increase in pay. She 

also would like the district to make a statement regarding transgender students.  

 

Dr. Lisa Daft of 5 Robbins Drive voiced her concern over what the Administration is able to cut and 

requested that the Committee table the implementation of the School Start Time initiative. 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas of 25 Rumstick Road stated that there is still time for the budget to change and that 

hockey and swim are “safe”, that childcare will be a win as there are in the current options, offered his 

help with the ongoing work and stated his support for student participation on district committees.  

 

Mr. Sam Read of 220 Foote Street President of the Junior Class at Barrington High School, He would like 

to make another appearance on the morning show and he suggested opportunities to address identified 

student concerns relative to the BHS schedule, the implementation of the Homework Policy , the absence 

of student representation on district committees, and consideration of a forum on social media practice as 

it impacts student health, Mr. Read inquired about the cost of a mailing for Barrington residents to gain 

input on the school start time initiative.  Dr. Dillon responded to explain that the Scheduling Committee 

has met only a few times to date and does intend to bring students in, and that the Homework Committee 

has met with students in focus groups and will include students in the next process of policy 

implementation  

 

Dr. Paul O’Brien of 88 Boyce Avenue thinks that school start time should be saved and that the budget 

should be raised past the 3.75% increase to the proposed operating budget. 

 

Ms. Pam Lewis of 3 Ridgewood Road stated that she wants the time change decision left to the 

Administration and would like to see consideration of the impact on the BHS Golf, Rowing and Squash 

teams, as well as on students who are employed by the Rhode Island Country Club. MS. Lewis wants it 

the initiative to be as comprehensive as possible for least amount of money. 

 

Ms. Jennifer Stern of 16 Chapin Road requested clarification of the swim practice schedule  



Mr. Messore explained that they swim teams will twill practice five days a week for an hour and half; 

some days practice may be an hour, but most days will be an hour and half.  

 

Mr. Alex Rimoshytus of 1 Howard Street liked the idea of students included in committees and would 

also like to see a junior as a Student Representative to the School Committee;  he thinks that the budget is 

high and suggested that the Committee hold off on the start time change for another year. 

 

The School Committee agreed to move the Student Representative to the School Committee Update 

forward on the agenda with respect to the late hour of the meeting. 

 

Student Representative to the School Committee Update 

Mr. Eli Shea presented one concern that has been voiced by some students is a question about less than 

adequate fire escapes for emergency egress at Barrington High School.  The fidelity of implementation of 

the Homework Policy was also addressed by students as ongoing concern, homework was assigned 

during the vacation.   

 

Mr. Messore explained that fire inspections are done by the Barrington Fire Department and that any 

areas of safety are addressed with a plan; he also stated that as a district, the violations have been 

drastically reduced in the past five years.  

 

Mr. Messore acknowledged that there is still work to do with respect to the implementation of the 

Homework Policy, followed by conversations with the Barrington High School administrative team after 

Mr. Shea had raised the topic at the last School Committee meeting. Mr. Messore stated that the High 

School administrative team is approachable and wants students to address their concerns with them.  

 

 

Old Business  

 

Old Business Superintendent and Staff  

Strategic Planning Process Update 

Mr. Messore announced that on Friday, March 3, the School Committee and Administration will be 

conducting interviews with three firms in Executive Session beginning at 12:15 p.m. in the School 

Committee Room. 

 

Old Business School Committee 

There was no Old Business from the School Committee. 

 

New Business 

 

New Business Superintendent and Staff 

  

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the  

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Rebecca Trahan, Data Manager. The 

motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. 

Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 

Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Mr. Christopher Keller, Grade 8 Teacher, Barrington Middle 

School. 

 

Introduction of Proposed 2017-2018 School Calendar 

Mr. Messore introduced the proposed 2017-2018 school calendar that includes181 instructional days and 

the reduction of 1 Professional Development (PD) day. Mr. Messore noted the following 

recommendations for the calendar: three Professional Development days at the beginning of the school 



year, August 28 as the first day of school for students with a contractual day off on September 1 before 

the long weekend for the holiday, two separate vacation weeks in February and April, and June 15 as the 

last day of classes.  

 

Mrs. Clancy stated that the February and April vacations make it hard to get started with second semester, 

including with athletic schedules, and she noted that some districts have gone to a four day weekend 

around Presidents Day or, have scheduled a vacation week in March.  

Mr. Messore shared his opinion that the separate vacations provide an opportunity to refresh and 

recharge; he understands the concern for athletics and that decisions need to be made between sports and 

time off for student athletes and families.  

Mrs. Pine suggested consideration of start later in August and a shorter vacation in February. 

Mrs. Clancy stated that she would like to leave the decision to Mr. Messore based on his experience.  

The 2017-2018 School Calendar is scheduled for approval at the March 22 School Committee meeting. 

 

 

Food Service Contract Amendment Update 

Mr. Tarro informed the School Committee that the current food service contract has a guarantee 

provision; bond counsel has recommended an amendment to the current contract to change the 

termination clause from 60 days to 50 days in order to ensure compliance with required action to retain 

the tax exempt status for procurement of the bonds for Barrington Middle School.   

 

New Business School Committee 

 

The Health and Wellness Committee report will be deferred to the March 22 School Committee meeting, 

at the request of Mr. Alessandro, Health and Wellness Committee Chair. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted that the BAY Team/Barrington Prevention Coalition includes a member of the 

Barrington School Committee.  The past practice has been to have the Chair of the Health and Wellness 

Committee serve in that role.   

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to have Mr. Alessandro serve as the School 

Committee Representative to the BAY Team/Barrington Prevention Coalition. The motion 

passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 

Decision Items 

 

There was no Consent Agenda. 

 

Discussion Items 

Mr. George Finn, Athletics Director, will be providing the Progress Report: Athletics and Student 

Activities Review of Policies and Procedures; Recommendations at the March 22 meeting. The Health 

and Wellness Committee report will be on the March 22 meeting agenda.   

 

Multi-Tier System of Supports (MTSS) and the Pupil Personnel Report will be on the March 22 meeting 

agenda; the Progress Report:  School Start Times Change 2017-2018 will be included on that agenda.   

Mr. Messore will clarify the language relative to the transgender statement of support and include that 

topic on the March 22 meeting agenda.  

 

  



Announcements  

A Community Forum regarding the BMS Building Project be held on Tuesday, March 7 at 6:30pm in the 

BMS Auditorium.  The Special Financial Town Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

at Barrington High School.  

 

 

Public Comment 

Ms. Michelle Weber of 273 Maple Avenue thanked whoever arranged child care for those parents whose 

child needs care in order to attend the Special Financial Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Alex Rimoshytus of 1 Howard Street requested clarification of the cost to taxpayers, per thousand 

dollars of assessed value for a house valued at $400,000, for the proposed FY18 operating budget.  Mrs. 

Brody explained that the Committee is not able to answer that question until the Committee on 

Appropriations receives and reviews the FY18 proposed operating budget. 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the regular meeting and 

convene in Executive Session Pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws:  Section 42-46-5 (a) 

(2) for work session pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation with Barrington 

Education Support Team (BEST) and Executive Session Pursuant to Rhode Island General 

Laws:  Section 42-46-5 (a) (1) for a Personnel Matter specifically for the Superintendent 

Evaluation at 11:44p.m. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 12:04 

a.m. on Friday, March 3, 2017 and to seal the minutes.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. 

Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative 

for the motion.   

 

Mrs. Brody stated that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 12:05 

a.m. on Friday, March 3, 2017.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 


