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BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 

Minutes of Open Meeting 02/02/2017 

An open meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, February 2, 2017 in the 

Administration Building.  School Committee Chair Kate D. Brody called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m.  

Present were Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, Mrs. Pine, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon 

and Mr. Tarro.   

New Business from School Committee 

Mrs. Clancy, in her role as Co-Chair, Barrington Middle School (BMS) Building Committee, provided a 

synopsis of the recommendations made at the BMS Building Committee meeting of January 30, 2017.  

The BMS Building Committee made the following two recommendations for School Committee 

approval: 1) proceed into the Design Development phase of the construction plan process and 2) enter 

into a contract as previously negotiated with Peregrine Group LLC for Owner’s Project Manager services 

for the BMS Building Project.  Mrs. Clancy noted that the budget reconciliation for the project is now 

$2000 under the not to exceed $68.4 million cap for the project and that the next cost estimating 

benchmark will occur at the end of the Design Development phase. 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the motion to ratify the recommendation of 

the Barrington Middle School Building Committee to proceed into the Design Development 

phase of the construction plan process.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, 

Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.     

Mrs. Clancy noted that the Barrington Middle School Building Project has engaged the services of 

Peregrine Group LLC with a letter of intent and time and materials up to the present time and that the 

contract may be terminated at any time at will.   

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the motion to ratify the recommendation of 

the Barrington Middle School Building Committee to enter into a contract as previously 

negotiated with Peregrine Group LLC for Owner’s Project Manager services for the Barrington 

Middle School Building Project.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the motion to adjourn the Open Meeting at 

6:55 p.m. and to open the Budget Workshop.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. 

Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.   

Student Representative to the School Committee Mr. Eli Shea arrived at 6:55 p.m. 

Budget Workshop 

Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro introduced the Budget Workshop for the FY18 Proposed Operating Budget 

with the following statements:  the proposed operating budget is fiscally responsible, focused on 

student needs, and is aligned with the District Strategic Plan to support curriculum and instruction.   



Mr. Tarro reviewed the major budget categories in the proposed operating and capital budgets, 

followed by an in depth discussion relative to the proposed transportation budget.  The transportation 

budget included the following detailed costs:  In District Transportation, Bus Monitors, School Start Time 

Estimated Cost, Private School Transportation, Special Education Transportation Statewide, Co-

Curricular, and Extra-Curricular.  The proposed increases in Full Time Equivalent (FTE) positions include 

0.4 FTE for a Mathematics Specialist at Barrington Middle School (to comply with a state mandate for 

1.0 FTE), 1.0 Special Education Teacher Assistant at Barrington High School, and 1.0 FTE for a World 

Languages (Spanish) teacher at Barrington High School to accommodate student enrollment needs.  Mr. 

Tarro noted that the assumption for medical insurance increase is projected to be at 5-8%, with 

confirmation of data expected in March, 2017; the district has realized flat medical insurance rates per 

past history.   

Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro provided budget highlights data including a total increase in the proposed 

operating budget of $2,056,349, or 4.29%, for a total of $50,022,747.  It is anticipated that the tax 

impact for the proposed operating budget will be lower based on the FY18 State Aid, with more specific 

data to be presented at the February 16 School Committee meeting.  FY18 represents the final year of 

the School Funding Formula legislation as enacted in 2010.  The Capital Budget for Technology is level 

funded at $275,000, consistent with Year 3 of the District Technology Plan that was approved in 

December, 2014.           

The School Committee asked a number of questions of the Administration, including questions relative 

to the return on investment for current program initiatives, the rationale for the anticipated increase in 

costs for out of district tuition, placement and student support services, identification of funding for the 

district Communication Plan and Strategic Plan development, allocation of resources for potential 

unfunded mandates in education, and variables that may contribute to changes in the projected cost 

estimates (expenses and revenue.) 

The School Committee requested additional details from the Administration for the February 16 

meeting, including the following information:  clarification relative to the criteria for the need for an 

additional Special Education bus, confirmation of current and projected charter school student 

enrollment data, current ridership data for transportation with the additional two buses for the current 

academic year, the current complement of instructional coaches by building, and data relative to a more 

cost neutral option for the change in school start time initiative.   

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the Budget Workshop at 9:35 

p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-5 (a) 

(2) for work session pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation with Barrington Education 

Support Team (BEST.)   The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, 

Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.     

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 9:56 

p.m. and to seal the minutes.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. 

Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

Mrs. Brody stated that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the Open Meeting at 9:58 p.m. 



The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. 

Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion.   

                                   

 

 


