
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BARRINGTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

1/19/17 MEETING MINUTES  

 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, January 19, 2017, in the 

Administration Building. School Committee Chair Kate D. Brody called the meeting to order at 7:01 

p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Vice Chair Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Pine, Mr. Messore, Mrs. 

Dillon, and , Mr. Tarro.  Absent was Dr. Douglas. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Peter Dennehy,  Town Council Liaison to the School Committee,led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition  

 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements throughout the district:  

Barrington High School senior Mars Bishop won the Class B State Track Championship and was also the 

runner-up at the R.I. State Championship. 

 

Barrington High School Cross Country Team member, Kate Zitzmann was awarded 2nd Team All-State 

and 1st team Class A n Girls Cross Country. 

 

Barrington High School Cross Country Team member Hayden Ivatts was awarded 2nd Team All-State 

and 1st Team Class B. 

 

Barrington High School students Bella Ceseretti & Grace Faulkner were named to the Providence Journal 

& R.I. Girls Soccer Coaches Association All-State Division 1 2nd Team. 

 

Barrington High School senior Oliver Triebwasser and Representative Joy Hearn (D-66) helped to win 

$5,000 for the Town of Barrington with the Rhode Island Energy Challenge program. 

 

This fall, Barrington High School (BHS) Stagemasters attended the New England Theatre Conference in 

Westford, MA. The BHS Stagemasters received the following awards:First Place, Set Design: Annaleigh 

Bowser, First Place,Lighting Design: Lexi Anderson, and Second Place,Acting: Molly Littman. 

 

The Barrington High School Robotics Team won the Qualifier of the FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) 

Robotics Competition and secured the Inspire Award, given to the best overall team. 

 

Barrington High School sophomore Maile Somera has been named the '16-17 Gatorade R.I. Volleyball 

Player of the Year. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

School Resource Officer Report 

 

Barrington Police Department Officer Josh Melo, School Resource Officer (SRO) for the Barrington 

Public Schools, provided an update as to his current work in the District;  his position is part of a 



collaborative partnership with the Barrington Police Department.   Hespends two days per week at the 

Barrington Public Schools and  has spent 17 full time days at Barrington High School (BHS).  He speaks 

to the students about bullying, dating violence, and internet safety. Officer Melo reported that he 

participates in district-wide lockdown drills, attends the open house and has appeared on the BHS Sunrise 

program as well as attending after-school sporting events. In the future, he will be talking to the students 

about distracted driving and will share information on his ALICE training (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, 

Counter, Evacuate) with school officials. Officer  Melo stated that students are comfortable talking to him 

and, in response to a question from Mr. Alessandro, he stated  that he feels as though this should be a full-

time position and his access to the police department would be an asset to the safety of the schools. Social 

Media is an issue that comes up in the schools and Officer Melo explained that it is important that parents 

monitor their children’s use of social media platforms. Since the School Resource Officer program 

started, Officer Melo feels that other police officers have been receiving a warm reception from the 

students when entering the schools. Mr. Messore also stated that Officer  Melo has been a great asset to 

the schools and that he is quick to respond and willing to come to schools when needed even when he is 

not on duty.  

Budget Input (Principals, School Committee and Public) 

 

Mr. Messore introduced the Budget Input discussion and stated that the budget input from the proncipals 

reflects the district’s targeted strategic planning and the mission statement of “Empowering All Students 

to Excel.”  Mr. Tarro reviewed the factors that impact decisions, including  contractual obligations for 

transportation and support staff with the change to 181 days, State and Federal Mandates, enrollment as a 

driver, and the .change in the school schedule. 

Mr. James Callahan, Principal  of Sowams School, on behalf of the Elementary Pre K-5 schools, reviewed 

the process of building a system of support through the evaluation of programs, student needs and 

enrollment.  Enrollment and changing student needs drive the requirements for staffing for classroom 

teachers and Special Education teachers.  Director of Special Education Ms. Kristen Matthes is working 

with principals and staff to evaluate data to maximize the skills and resources districtwide and to ensure 

that services match student needs.  Mr. Callahan noted the focus on the evaluation of  social emotional 

support and how to utilize the personnel in a way in which it will be most beneficial to students. He also 

stated thata goal would be to  expand the Instructional Coach support at the elementary level to close 

achievement gaps and to improve student performance. The evaluation of the need for Teacher Assistant 

support continues districtwide to ensure proper training and utilization of personnel. State and Federal 

mandates relative to English Language Learner (ELL) support may require an increase in service for 

students who are at the beginning stages of language development. 

Dr. Andrew Anderson, Principal of Barrington Middle School, stated that current staffing levels would 

meet projected enrollment needs and support ongoing work to maximize and build systems of support.  .  

Dr. Anderson is evaluating the support of Teacher Assistants and the pending English Language Learner 

regulation. Dr. Anderson stated that he has met the Rhode Island Department of Education secondary 

math support regulation;  he noted that thefull-time math specialist has had a positive impact for students 

who require support and direct intervention in order to make progress.   

Mr. Joseph Hurley, Principal ofBarrington High School, commended Officer  Melo on his role as the 

SRO ans stated that Officer Melo is the right person for the position. Mr. Hurley  stated that the current 

staffing levels at the High School would meet the projected enrollment needs. Mr. Hurley commended 

Director of Special Education Ms. Kristen Matthes on her work with the constant evaluation of Teacher 

Assistant support in looking at the needs of his school. The pending State and federal mandates for 

English Language Learner and for  math support at the secondary level may impact the need for resources 

at Barrington High School. 

 



Mr. Tarro stated that there is a large amount of work that goes into preparing the budget and commended 

the principals and assistant principals  on their collaborative work. Mrs. Brody also thanked the principals  

for their presentation. Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro clarified questions from the Committee relative to the 

reallocation of personnel and differentiation of the support provided by the math specialist at Barrington 

Middle School.  Mr. Alessandro stated that he would like taxpayers to know that anything that is asked 

for in the proposed operating budget is needed for student success to maximize the investment in 

education with fiscal responsibility. Mrs. Pine stated that she would like to see the money focused on 

services that are necessary for student achievement. Mrs. Brody expressed her interest in consideration of 

a more cost neutral option with regard to the School Start Time change, referencing the data provided in 

previous presentations to the Committee.  Mr. Messore stated that he would look into this option and have 

information available at the February 16 School Committee meeting.  

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Lisa Daft of 5 Robbins Drive asked the Committee not to move forward with School Start Time as it 

may have a negative effect on the students; she  feels as though the money could be spent elsewhere.  

 

Mrs. Sarah O’Brien of 88 Boyce Avenue asked that the cost of School Start Time to be broken down to 

show what was needed to maintain current programs.  She also stated that the 1:1 technology is not 

necessary for the younger students at Hampden Meadows School.. 

 

Old Business Superintendent and Staff 

  

Mr. Tarro stated that the next Barrington Middle School (BMS) Building Committee meeting will be 

taking place on February 13. Mr. Tarro explained that much is happening behind the scenes with the 

architects and stated that Mrs. Clancy, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Messore and he had attended the Rhode Island 

Health and Education Building Corporation (RIHEBC) meeting on January 12 to submit the application; 

preliminary approval of the application is expected at the next RIHEBC meeting on January 26.  

Mrs. Brody stated that the final approval and authorizing resolution for the BMS bond issue is anticipated 

at the March 2 RIHEBC meeting.  Mrs. Brody noted that a School Committee Meeting is also scheduled 

on March 2 and the Committee may need to consider a time revision for that meeting. 

 

Mr. Tarro explained that the bid opening for the  the Evidence-Based Leadership Request for 

Qualificationswill take place on the January 25. Four key criteria areas will be reviewed by the 

Administration with a scoring metric for the bidding firms.  

 

Old Business School Committee 

 

Mr. Alessandro read aloud the second reading of the Public Comment at School Committee Meetings 

Policy.  

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the Public Comment at 

School Committee Meetings Policy. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, 

Mr. Alessandro, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

Mrs. Brody stated that this policy would  take effect at the next regular School Committee meeting. 

 

 



New Business  

 

Student Representative to the School Committee Update 

Mr. Eli Shea,discussed the following issues of concern to BHS students:  the stress of mid-term exams,  

the inconsistent implementation of the Homework Policy that results in the “piling on of work” prior to 

the close of the quarter,  the concern of some students about the weight of their mid-term grades, and the  

the challenge for the seniors to stay engaged and focused during their second semester.  Mr. Messore 

stated that Mr. Hurley had addressed the Homework Policy during BHS faculty meetings and that there 

need to be consistent work on the fidelity of policy implementation. 

 

New Business Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Alison Greico, Young Politicians Club 

Advisor, Barrington High School. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, 

Mr. Alessandro, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent relative to approval of the Leave of Absence for of Ms. Sara J. Cabral, 

Grade 5 Teacher, Hampden Meadows School. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, 

Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

Mr. Messore asked that the School Committee postpone the Retirement Announcement to the 

February 16 meeting.  

Mr. Messore announced that the Barrington Education Foundation (BEF) will be holding Circles of 

Conversation in the community next week.,  The 60-minute conversations will  look at ideas and insights 

about the future of education, about how BEF can contribute to the continued growth of the Barrington 

Public Schools public education system, and will inform the BEF strategic planning decision making 

process.  

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve 2016 Fiscal Year Audit 

Report as presented. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, 

and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

Mr. Alessandro commended Mr. Tarro on the strength of the financial management of the district and the 

Committee concurred with the commendation for Mr. Tarro. 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the monthly expenditures for 

December 2016 in the amount of $5,489,844.76. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, 

Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Business School Committee 

 

Mrs. Brody requested that the committee to share any topics they would like to address at the Joint 

Legislative Breakfast taking place on January 23and noted that RepresentativeJason Knight has been 

elected to the District 67 seat since the time of the last Legislative Breakfast. Mr. Alessandro stated that 

he would like to discuss the budget. Mr. Messore would like to discuss state transportation and safety 

concerns.  

 

Mr. Alessandro thanked the Health and Wellness Committee as well as Mrs. Dillon for  their help in 

revising the Health and Wellness Policy. Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Pine, and Mr. Eli Shea conducted the first 

reading of the policy and the School Committee discussed minor language revisions.  Mrs. Brody stated 

that the Health and Wellness Committee  report and second reading of the policy will take place at the 

February 16 School Committee meeting.  

 

Mr. Alessandro conducted the first reading of the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Policy. Mrs. Dillon 

stated that,to ensure compliance with statute, posters are being designed to post in the schools with 

information on reporting abuse. The School Committee suggested minor language revisions and and the 

second reading of theolicy will take place at the February 16 School Committee meeting.  

 

Decision Items 

  

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. The 

motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy,Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Pine  voting in 

the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

The Committee did not introduce future agenda item topics at this time. 

 

Announcements 

 

 Mr. Messore announced that a  BEF Circles of Conversation, hosted by Dr. Suzanne Costa, K-12 Library 

Department Head and BHS Library Media Specialist, will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,   January 24 

in the BHS Library.  Mr. Messore stated that the Budget Workshop will be held on February 2. Mrs. 

Brody stated that the Legislative Breakfast will be held at 8:00 a.m. on January 23 in the School 

Committee Room.  Mr. Alessandro announced that the next Health and Wellness Committee Meeting will 

be on February 1 at 8:30 am in the School Committee Room.  

 

General Public Discussion and Information  

 

Mrs. Sarah O’Brien of 88 Boyce Avenue stated that the School Start Time Committee worked hard on 

minimizing the cost of the time change and did not think it is efficient for Mr. Messore to work on a cost 

neutral option. She stated that it is important to talk about the kids’ safety. Mrs. Brody provided 

clarification relative to her request for a more cost neutral option to ensure that there is differentiation 

between current transportation costs and anticipated costs associated with the school start time initiative 

and acknowledged the investment and contributions of the School Start Time Advisory Committee.  



 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:48 p.m. The 

motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, and Mrs. Pine voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 


