
Barrington Public Schools 
Barrington School Committee 
Meeting Minutes 11/03/16  
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, November 3, 2016 in the 

Administration Building. School Committee Chair Kate Brody called the School Committee meeting to 

order at 7:04 p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Anna Clancy, Mr. Patrick Guida, Dr. Robert Shea, 

Student Representative Mr. Eli Shea, Superintendent of Schools Mr. Michael B. Messore, III, Assistant 

Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction Ms. Paula Dillon, and Director of Administration and 

Finance Mr. Ronald D. Tarro. Mr. Alessandro was absent.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Guida led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements across the District:  

The Barrington High School Boys Cross Country Team came the 2016 Class B Champion. 

The Barrington High School Unified Volleyball Team defeated Narragansett High School 2-0 for the 

Division 5 State Championship. 

The Barrington High School Girls Field Hockey Team defeated East Greenwich High School 2-1 in 

Overtime for the Division 1 State Championship. 

The University of California, Berkley, has invited a team from Barrington, led by Assistant 

Superintendent Ms. Paula Dillon to continue its participation in the Mathematics Network of 

Improvement Communities (MathNIC) for a second component of the initiative (NIC2). Barrington has 

participated in the initiative which was designed as a proof-of-concept project in partnership with cutting 

edge districts for the past two years. 

 

Barrington Public Schools Spotlight on Teaching and Learning 

Mr. Messore requested that the Spotlight on Teaching and learning be postponed to the November 17 

School Committee meeting.  

Barrington Middle School Building Project Update 

Mr. Guida reported on the October 24 Building Committee meeting, recognized that the committee is 

very experienced and noted its strong consensus to go with Design Bid Build model for construction 

method.  Mrs. Clancy noted that the committee had not taken a formal vote on that decision. Mr. Guida 

stated that the community’s decision will be known on Election Day and that will decide if the Building 

Committee will move forward with the plans, or go back to the drawing board Mr. Tarro noted that the 

Barrington Middle School Building Committee will need to schedule a meeting in anticipation of the 

voting results; the next Building Committee meeting is scheduled for November 14, 2016. 

Mrs. Brody inquired about an update regarding a Music and Chorus space. Mr. Guida informed the 

Committee that the design team had been instructed to create a Chorus room; and the design team had 

indicated that it would be feasible to accommodate the request without a net reduction in total square 

footage in the building.   



Mr. Taro inquired about the need for Kaestle Boos Associates (KBA) to give a presentation to the School 

Committee or if the Building Committee would be the best process for communication. Mrs. Brody 

suggested that it would be a good idea for the School Committee to receive an update directly from the 

KBA.  

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Update 

Ms. Dillon presented an update on the 2016 PARCC data as well as internal student achievement data. 

She noted that the district reached a 95% participation rate and that there has been a change in the 

structure of the 2016 PARCC.  Ms. Dillon reviewed trend data, data to inform curricula strengths and 

need for revisions, specifically in Geometry, and provided information relative to the district return on 

investment.  She noted the positive impact, as seen in the PARCC data, of the ongoing district work with 

consultants to improve foundational literacy. Ms. Dillon noted that there may be a need for additional 

instructional coaches and interventionists, pending evaluation of the data and assessments with the 

dynamic curricula to facilitate the Plan, Do, Study, Act (PDSA) continuous improvement process.  

Discussion topics included positive feedback on the progress and direction of the PARCC data, the close 

alignment of the PARCC with teaching practice, and the easy to understand format of the presentation,   

  

Mrs. Clancy asked for clarification regarding force field analysis.  Ms. Dillon explained that it is looking 

at data with scrutiny to determine what is getting in your way (barriers) and what can push you forward 

(drivers) relative to student achievement.  Principals can then create instructional directions at the 

building level.  

Mr. Messore commended the teachers for their work to embrace this initiative and to embed high 

standards in teaching practice.  

School Start Times (SST) Ad Hoc Advisory Committee Report  

Mr. Messore introduced the report from the SST Ad Hoc Advisory Committee.  He provided a synopsis 

of the report including the following topics:  SST Ad Hoc Committee overview, charge, membership, 

links for its meeting dates and minutes, identification of the change in school start times by school, a 

review of the current research for the SST change in Barrington, New England districts making the 

change in SST, communication highlights, challenges to solutions in seven key areas, survey results and 

next steps.   

Mrs. Clancy, a member of the SST Ad Hoc Advisory Committee, encouraged the community to review 

the report that will be posted on the district website and noted that the SST Ad Hoc Advisory Committee 

had t identified challenges and will be working through each of them. Mrs. Clancy also noted that she 

believes the presentation was a great outline of the direction for the committee.   

Mr. Messore noted that the committee still has nine months of work before the next school year which 

will provide opportunity for another presentation at the end of the year; he stated that the Barrington High 

School Scheduling Committee has identified both instructional and educational needs to improve the 

current schedule.  Mrs.  Brody noted that the School Committee members need to conduct an in-depth 

review of the report and will have an opportunity for discussion at the next School Committee meeting.  

  

General Public Discussion 

Dr. Lisa Daft of 5 Robbins Drive, thanked the Ad Hoc Committee for its work, however, in her opinion 

there was no objective evaluation of the data and she would like the committee to consider less expensive 



ways for the students to get more sleep as there will be a financial impact for families and for the school 

budget.  

Mr. Sam Read of 226 Foote Street and Barrington High School student, stated his concerns that the 

students were never consulted regarding the school start time change, that is has been a 5-year process 

and there are still unanswered questions, and that he does not think it has any benefits. Mr. Read reached 

out to a student in East Greenwich and students in the district feel it has had a negative impact on affected 

them.  Mr. Read stated that he is a member of the SST Ad Hoc Advisory Committee and that he has been 

unable to attend meetings due to athletics and his extracurricular activities.   

Mr. Emilio Cuevas of 14 Shore Road, Barrington High School student, stated that he had also reached out 

to East Greenwich students who said that the change in their district hasn’t been effective, that he feels as 

though not enough thought has been put into this and that the money should instead be spent on books for 

students, and that he would like to see the school start time change put to a vote.     

Ms. Kannetha  Brown of 31 Meadowbrook Drive, Barrington High School student, expressed her 

disappointment in the lack of communication between the School Committee and students about the 

change in school start times,  noted that the survey was sent out  only 2 weeks ago after the decision to 

make the change in school start times, that it is unfair not to take into consideration the voice of those that 

those that would be most affected by the change and that it may be time to change the elected officials in 

the upcoming election. 

Ms. Jen Andreozzi, Barrington High School student, stated that she attended a School Start Time Ad Hoc 

Advisory Committee meeting, is an advocate for student mental health, that she wonders how much 

research was put into a mental health study for students, and stated that students entering college strive to 

be well rounded which adds to their stress levels.  

Ms. Melanie Baker of 6 Candleberry Road, Barrington High School student, and member of the BHS 

Swim Team, voiced her concern over later swim team practices (9-10:30pm) noted that later bed times 

will have a negative impact on family life, and wonders if other options were considered prior to the 

decision to change the school start times.   

Ms. Emily Baker of 6 Candleberry Road, Barrington High School student and member of the BHS Swim 

Team, stated that she feels as though the School Committee did not take athletes into consideration, that 

the Swim Team struggles now to find practice time, and that the changes in school start time will decrease 

the odds of being State Champs due to late practice times and early dismissal from classes.  

Mr. Christopher Sarli of 27 Beach Road, Barrington High School student, expressed his enjoyment of Ms. 

Dillon’s PARCC presentation and would like to have an opportunity to review the data in class.  

Ms. Brenda Swintak of 5 Caldarone Street, expressed her concerns relative to the impact on Swim Team 

practice with the change in school start time and requested that every child be considered when moving 

forward with the school start time change. 

Ms. Louanne Diehl of 11 Driscoll Lane, stated that she agrees with Ms. Brenda Swintak and that she will 

not allow her child to attend swim practice at 9p.m.  

Ms. Jen Baker of 6 Candleberry  Road, parent of two student athletes on the BHS Swim Team, suggested 

consideration of additional options for athletes and practice times, including Physical Education class 

schedules for the final period of the day,  stated that the the quality of late evening swim  practices will be 

subpar and that students won’t be getting to bed until 11:30 p.m.-12:00 a.m., and requested that the 

Newman YMCA no longer be considered as a practice venue as there are no starting blacks at that 

facility.  



Mr. Alex Rimoshytus of 1 Howard Street, as a former Barrington High School graduate feels as though 

the change in school start time is not practical in the real world and would like to see the School 

Committee to put it to vote. 

Ms. Cassie DiGiacomo of 23 Great Road, expressed her concerns relative to the BHS Swim Team 

practice time, stated that she had attended the Information Night last week with an open mind and that she 

is not afraid of change, but that she doesn’t support the practice times and expects that there will be an 

improvement in that schedule.  

Ms. Kimberly Fournier of 10 Leslie Avenue, stated that she is against the change in school start times as 

she feels that it will take away from family time, stated that it shouldn’t be up to the School Committee to 

decide how kids should get sleep but rather it is the parent responsibility for the welfare of the child.  

Ms. Anne Merlino of 15 Mallard Cove Way, s stated that there was no detailed objective analysis of the 

sleep research studies and that the decision to change the school start times failed to consider the 

transportation costs. 

Mr. Paul Sweeney of 467 Maple Avenue had questions regarding Mr. Messore’s presentation at the 

Information Night, and that the presentation indicated that the change in school start times may provide 

additional sleep time yet will fall short of the minimum recommendations relative to sleep time.    

Mr. Messore stated that 8:00am is not an inappropriate time for grades K-3 to begin school and that it is a 

combination of time of day and sleep recommendations. 

Mr. Tom Rimoshytus of 1 Howard Street, thanked the SST Ad Hoc Committee for its work.  He stated 

that there seems to be a lot of information with no solutions and that the committee needs to look at 

taxpayers and what they’ll be spending and does not think the change will be kept within the allotted 

budget.  

Ms. Pamela Lewis of 3 Ridgewood Rd suggested that implementation of the change in school start times 

be considered in small affordable phase, that over 75% kids are involved in extracurricular activities and 

love what they do after school and recommended postponing implementation of the change for one more 

year.  

Ms. Liana Cassar of 2 Hope Court thanked the School Committee for all work being done to research the 

change in school start time, thanked the SST Ad Hoc Committee for developing an implementation plan, 

and stated her belief that academics come before sports, that adolescents need more sleep and that she 

feels that students would benefit from the change in school start times. 

Mr. Sandy Gorham BHS Swim Team Head Coach, stated that he does not agree with the change in start 

time, that doesn’t see other facilities as feasible for practice and noted that he has heard that students 

won’t be able to be on the swim team due to new practice times, which will have a significant impact on 

team.  

Mr. Nahum Mitnick of 187 New Meadow Road, expressed his concern over a transportation flaw that will 

have elementary students on the bus for 55 mins before school, noted that there will be a 5-minute 

window for high school students to get to class in mornings after drop-off from the bus and requested that 

the conversation about the change in school start time be opened up to look at an 8:15 am start time for 

Barrington High School.    

Ms. Eileen Sweeny Craddock, BHS Swim Team Assistant Coach, noted that she is not a Barrington 

resident, that she is an advocate for swimmers and expressed her concerns about the practice time 

schedule.   



Ms. Gina Pine of 479 New Meadow Road, stated that K-3 students require more sleep than high school 

students and does not want them to be forgotten in this decision.  

Mr. Paul Sweeney expressed his concern that K-3 students were not being considered in the decision. 

Mr. Emilio Cuevas questioned whether the community is for or against the change in school start times. 

Ms. Jennifer Stern of 16 Chapin Road and parent of a student swim athlete, questioned the academic 

impact of the change in school start times on students and expressed her concerns about consideration of 

the health, welfare and athletic careers of students.    

Mr. Nahum Mitnick requested that the SST Ad Hoc Committee look deeper to consider at other times to 

make School Start Time successful, expressed his concern that the change will be costing money to 

individuals rather than the district, suggested that the change in start time be put on hold in favor of the 

new Barrington Middle School, and requested that the SST survey data be posted on the district website. 

Ms. Kelly Polando of 39 Baron Road expressed her concerns relative to the impact of the change in 

school start time on the Indoor Track team, noted that 70% of students are in activities besides athletics 

and that activities build relationships, and stated that the priority should be the Barrington Middle School 

building project and not on the change in school start time.    

Ms. Gina Pine stated that research shows that there is a greater risk of car accidents on the road after 9pm 

and that families will be forced to make decisions relative to child care expenses with the change in 

school start time while they may be paying for a new Barrington Middle School. 

Mr. David Parkhurst of 10 Leslie Avenue expressed his concern that teachers might be lost due to longer 

days extended by traffic times and other effects of the start time change, that the survey did not include 

any impact on employment in Barrington, and that for grades may decline for some students.  

Ms. Jamie Triebwasser of 139 Nayatt Road stated that based on her experience, the community is not in 

favor of a change in school start time, that there are concerns relative to availability of after school 

employment opportunities for students, and that students need to be well rounded to be accepted to top 

colleges.  

Business from Superintendent and Staff 

Mr. Messore would like to address the Transportation Update at the November 17 School Committee 

meeting with data acquired within the next few weeks, post completion of the bridge construction.  He 

noted that there may be additional opportunities to capture efficiencies and that the Administration 

continues to evaluate the need for additional bus monitors.    

 

Old Business from School Committee  

There was no Old Business from School Committee.  

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff  

Personnel  

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the  

Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Allison Robey, Co-Chair, Multi-Tiered 

System of Supports, (MTSS) Primrose Hill School. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, 

Dr. Shea, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 



 

Mr. Messore announced the Leave of Absence of Ms. Katherine Schoppel, English Teacher, Barrington 

High School. 

 

Mr. Messore announced the Leave of Absence of Ms. Samantha Stebenne, Mathematics Department, 

Barrington High School. 

 

Mr. Messore announced the Leave of Absence of Mr. Chris Keller, English Teacher, Barrington Middle 

School. 

 

Ms. Dillon introduced the opportunity for the Barrington Public Schools to participate in the League of 

Innovative Schools partnership, a collaborative professional development component of the New England 

Secondary School Consortium (NESSC) that explores best practices and equity in deeper learning 

strategies. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr Shea seconded to support involvement of the Barrington Public 

Schools in the League of Innovative Partnership. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, 

Dr. Shea, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 

New Business from School Committee 

Mr. Messore stated that he had not received criteria from the School Committee relative to the Evidence 

Based Leadership Request for Proposal.  Mrs. Brody requested that the Committee submit criteria to Mr. 

Messore for discussion at the November 17 School Committee meeting.   

 

Mr. Messore asked the School Committee to accept a gift of $41,000 towards new playground equipment 

at Hampden Meadows School that was donated by the Hampden Meadows School PTO.  Mrs. Brody 

expressed the deep gratitude of the Committee for the donation that will improve the play area and 

enhance the experience not only for all Hampden Meadows School students, but for the children in our 

entire community. 

Mrs. Clancy asked if we have developed terms of understanding with the PTO for upkeep of the new 

playground; Mr. Messore clarified that an outside vendor will be doing safety checks and the Barrington 

Public Schools has assumed responsibility of upkeep. 

Mrs. Clancy Moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the acceptance of the donation. The motion 

passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

Decision Items 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded the motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  

The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Discussion Items  



Both the Health and Wellness Committee Report and the Student Achievement Data Report have been 

deferred to the November 17, 2016 School Committee meeting agenda.  

Announcements  

The school principals will be in attendance for the November 17,2016 School Committee meeting to 

discuss school improvement agendas.  

General Public Discussion and Information  

Ms. Jamie Jaime Triebwasser requested concrete cost data relative to the change in school start time, that 

the committee consider the impact of the school budget considering the municipal budget and noted that 

the change in school start time may impact employment opportunities for Barrington students.   

Ms. PamelaLewis requested consideration of a postponement of the change in school start time for 

another year, that the transportation schedule continue without change, and suggested opportunities for 

teaching parents and student about the role of social media as it relates to the consumption of time.   

Dr. Lisa Daft requested that the expectations for faculty time after school be more specifically defined 

with the change in school start time. Mr. Messore stated that the teachers were asked about before and 

after school availability as part of the SST Ad Hoc Advisory Committee survey.  

Mr. Paul Sweeney stated   that families with two working parents will be up anyway with or without 

School Start Time and does not think that kids won’t get any more sleep with the change. 

Ms. Chris Barton of 29 Meadowbrook Drive requested additional data on transportation, noted that the 

Chromebooks at Barrington Middle School may be an additional source of stress for students, and 

requested that the school calendar be revisited to consider a March vacation.   

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Guida seconded the motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:45 p.m. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 


