
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2016 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, September 8, 2016 in the 
Administration Building.  School Committee Chair Kate Brody called the meeting to order at 7:02 
p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Shea, Mr. Messore, Mrs. 
Dillon and Mr. Tarro.  Absent was Mr. Guida. 

 
Mrs. Brody introduced School Committee members present at the meeting:  Student Representative to 
the School Committee Mr. Eli Shea, School Committee Vice Chair, Dr. Robert Shea, Mrs. Anna Clancy and 
Mr. John Alessandro.  Mrs. Brody also introduced the Administration and Central Office Staff 
present:  Superintendent Mr. Michael Messore, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
Mrs. Paula Dillon, Director of Administration and Finance Mr. Ronald Tarro, Administrative Assistant to 
the Superintendent Ms. Toni-Ann DiPrizio and videographer Mr. Alex Rimoshytus.   

 
Ms. Toni-Ann DiPrizio led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Achievement Recognition 

 
Mr. Messore gives a presentation on Achievement Recognitions within the school district.  

Barrington High School was named the #1 High School in Rhode Island in the 2016 High School Report 
Card as published by Rhode Island Monthly Magazine.  Mr. Messore noted that all teachers in the 
Barrington Public Schools deserve credit for that recognition.   

Mrs. Allison Burke, Grade 5 teacher at Hampden Meadows School, was named the Teacher of the Year 
for the Barrington Public Schools.  

Mr. Anthony Borgueta, Grade 7 Science teacher [Blue Cluster], Barrington Middle School, received the 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Math and Science Teaching at a recent ceremony in Washington, 
D.C. 

Mr. Messore congratulated the faculty and staff at Sowams School for their response to the emergency 
water flooding that caused a three day delay in the opening of the academic year and He thanked all 
those who helped in the Sowams School flooding and for coming together to get everything back up and 
running. Mr. Messore noted that he has requested a waiver from the Commissioner for the three 3 days 
of missed school for students.  

Information and Proposals  

Mrs. Dillon provided a report on the 2016-2017 Student Achievement Data Priorities for Gap Closure, 
including plans to develop SMART (specific, measurable, attainable, relevant and time based) goals 
based on the close evaluation of national and common curriculum based assessment data. 

Mrs. Dillon reported that all district principals will be participating in a deep dive evaluation of the 2016 
PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) data.  Mrs. Dillon noted that 
interventionists in the district work primarily with students who are not yet proficient and provide 
individualized 1:1 support; intervention plans are created for students with progress monitoring on a 
frequent and regular basis.  Interventionists are also closely partnering with classroom teachers for 
differentiation of instruction and are providing extension opportunities for enrichment in all buildings. 



Mrs. Dillion provided an overview of the Professional Learning Communities “reboot” in the district as a 
main focus for Professional Development in the current academic year; she noted that Solution Tree 
consultants will be working to support the development of trained Professional Learning Community 
coaches in every school; Ms. Dillon identified the need to build capacity and to bring to full scale the 
training and practices of this initiative.  Mrs. Dillon introduced a competency based professional 
development model with five topics of focus and the continued focus on the improvement of teaching 
and learning.  She announced the launch of a new website for professional development website with a 
badge system that allows teachers to show and share their learning. When deemed an “expert” in a 
competency area, teachers are they are awarded a badge in their area of focus. Discussion ensued 
relative to the option to export the data, the option for public access to the archived information, and 
the reporting metrics that Mrs. Dillon will monitor on a quarterly basis.  Mr. Alessandro requested that 
Mrs. Dillon provide the School Committee with an update during the third quarter.   

Mr. Messore provided a progress report on the School Start Times Change for 2017-2018.  He 
announced the appointment of Mrs. Nicole Varone, Assistant Principal, Barrington High School as 
Project Manager, noted that the website had been updated to include the research data and resource 
information, and discussed work to date relative to the athletics schedule, facilities use, the need for 
before and after school support for students and the need to capture opportunities as opposed to a 
focus on challenges.  Mrs. Clancy requested that a simultaneous schedule be created for both 
extracurricular activities and athletics, to reflect what the schedule looks like now and what it is 
expected to look like with the change in school start times; this would afford families and students an 
opportunity to both address challenges and be reassured by the options that will work with the change 
in school start times.   Mrs. Clancy noted that there is a need to recommunicate clear expectations to 
parents regarding drop off times for students before the start of the school day.  Dr. Shea noted that the 
School Start Times Ad Hoc Advisory Committee needs progress on identifying solutions as opposed to 
just collecting problems, as the final report due on November 1, 2016 must include a set of 
solutions.  Mr. Alessandro suggested that consideration be given to a report format that identifies 
challenges and solutions with the associated costs.  Mr. Shea stated that it is important to educate the 
students and provide them with data; he noted that, at this point, the popular opinion at Barrington 
High School is not favorable toward the change in school start time.  Mrs. Brody asked that the Ad Hoc 
Advisory committee look beyond past practice in district and explore beyond “what we have always 
done “ relative to the consideration of creative before and after school programs that are school based 
and consistent with national best practice to meet the needs of students and families.   The next 
meeting of the Ad Hoc School Start Time Advisory Committee is on Tuesday, September 13th, 2016. 

 

General Public Discussion  

Dr. Megan Douglas of 25 Rumstick Rd. 

Noted the opportunity to be creative with child care options with the change in school start time, asked 
if there is an opportunity to consider a change in the Barrington High School schedule to normalize 
academic time on Common Planning Time late start days, and inquired about the process in the district 
for elementary teachers to participate in the competency based professional development with the 
badge. 

 

 



Mrs. Pamela Lauria of 56 Martin Ave  

Suggested that there be more communication with students about the change in school start time to get 
them involved, ask their solutions and invite more students to meetings. 

Sarah O’Brien of 88 Boyce Ave. 

Shared positive feedback relative to the hard work of the Ad Hoc School Start Time Advisory Committee, 
noted that there are mental health/family health challenges without the change in school start time and 
wants people to know that their opinions count and that we are all working together. 

Mr. Tom Rimoshytus of 1 Howard St.  

Raised concerns regarding the change in school start time and the extra cost for child care. He stated 
that Town sports will be affected by school sports starting later as they will be waiting to use the same 
fields and he noted that there will be later starts for practice times.  He wondered what will be cut (jobs 
etc.) to pay for the start time to take effect. 

 
Old Business from School Committee 

There was no old business from the School Committee. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

Mrs. Brody led the discussion on the Barrington Middle School [BMS] Building Project and provided an 
update on the work to date of the BMS Building Project Ad Hoc Communications Committee.  She noted 
the plans for the introduction of the community engagement process for the BMS Building Project 
including a brief update at the Town Council meeting on September 12 and a more in depth 
presentation  at the October 4th Town Council meeting. 

The committee has requested to meet with Town Boards and Commissions as part of an outreach 
program to inform and educate residents about the BMS building project. The BMS Building Committee 
will hold an Abutters Meeting on September 14, 2016.   Community Forums will be held on Wednesday, 
September 28th and on Tuesday, October 18th at Barrington Middle School.  Mrs. Brody noted that the 
website www.BMSproject.org is a resource for archived resource information and current updates 
about the BMS building project. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

Mr. Messore led the discussion on the Evidence Based Leadership Educational Framework Workshop 
that was held on August 31, 2016; the workshop was facilitated by Dr. Melissa Matarazzo of Studer 
Education.  Mr. Messore reported that feedback from the district administrators who had attended the 
workshop were interested in the facilitator’s depth of knowledge about where the Barrington Public 
Schools is as a district; discussion included the challenge with gaining substantive information during 
such a brief meeting.   Mr. Messore reported that the district is continuing its work with data with a 
focus on improvement and that there is a need to build capacity and leadership development with a 
strategic systemic approach to evaluate programs, capture efficiencies and consider opportunities for 
improvement. His primary focus for the near term is that of the development of a new district strategic 

http://www.bmsproject.org/


plan with a broad based community input.   Dr. Shea acknowledged that the process facilitation may be 
offered by multiple vendors and that there is a need to develop a Request for Proposals, but that high 
on the priority list must be a long term commitment to work with the School Committee.  Dr. Shea 
noted that it is important to bridge goals with the district and School Committee as new School 
Committee members will be elected in November, 2016; he supports a long range three to five year 
focus on the focused work. Dr. Shea suggested that the new School Committee make the decision on 
the long term consulting relationship, as opposed to the current Committee that has two outgoing 
members.  Mrs. Brody stated that the primary focus of initial work with a consultant would be the 
development of a strategic plan to include vision and goals; consideration of a sustainable systems 
structure and district report card with measurable metrics, leadership development with specific 
practice tools for educators and the leadership team and ongoing board development work with the 
School Committee may be identified as potential additional areas of focus.  Mrs. Brody noted that the 
Request for Proposals will be introduced for consideration at a near future meeting with the current 
Committee to ensure that the decision may be made consistent with the timeline to begin work on the 
new strategic plan in early 2017. 

Mr. Tarro reported that one sealed bid had been received for replacement of the Barrington High School 
scoreboard and that the Committee had been provided with a memo and bid tabulation document prior 
to the meeting.   He noted that a donation of $15,000.00 had been received from the Stiness family for 
the project.  Mrs. Brody requested that the Administration send a letter of thanks to acknowledge the 
donation from the Stiness family.  It is the recommendation of the Administration to award the bid to 
the lowest, qualified evaluated bidder, Scoreboard Enterprise, Inc., for an amount not to exceed 
$34,640.00. 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to award the bid for replacement of the  
              Barrington High School scoreboard to the lowest, qualified evaluated bidder,  
              Scoreboard Enterprise, Inc.  for an amount not to exceed $34,560.00.  The motion passed 
              4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea, Mr. Alessandro and Mrs, Clancy voting in the affirmative for  
              the motion. 

Mr. Tarro reported that one sealed bid had been received for the Barrington High School 
irrigation well system and that the Committee had been provided with a memo and bid 
tabulation document prior to the meeting.  It is the recommendation of the Administration to 
award the bid to the lowest, qualified, evaluated bidder, Precision Well & Pump, for an amount 
not to exceed $13,350.00. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to award the bid for the Barrington High  
School irrigation well system to the lowest, qualified, evaluated bidder, Precision Well & 
Pump, for an amount not to exceed $13,350.00.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. 
Shea, Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Clancy voting in the affirmative for the motion.   

Mrs. Clancy asked when the process for the irrigation system and scoreboard projects will begin and Mr. 
Tarro responded that it .will happen as soon as possible. 
 
     Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the recommendation of the  
                 Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Toni-Ann DiPrizio, Administrative 
                 Assistant to the Superintendent, The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea,  
                 Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Clancy voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 



                  Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the recommendation of the  
                  Superintendent relative to the appointment of Ms. Amanda Greenway, Spanish 
                  Teacher, Barrington High School.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea,  
                  Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Clancy voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 
                  Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
                  Superintendent relative to the appointment of Mr. Michael A. Genetti, Special Education  
                  Teacher, Barrington High School.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea,  
                  Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Clancy voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 
                  Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the recommendation of the  
                  Superintendent relative to the appointment of Mr. Jeff Lonardo, Accounts Payable Clerk.   
                  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea, Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Clancy voting 
                   in the affirmative for the motion.  
 
Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Mr. Brian Caswell, Advisor, and Barrington High School 
Newspaper. 

Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Ms. Kellie Polando, Advisor, and Barrington Middle School 
Robotics Team. 

Mrs. Brody announced the introduction of the Commissioner’s Student Advisory Action Group and the 
invitation of Mr. Shea as an inaugural member of that group.  The Commissioner’s Student Advisory 
Action Group is an opportunity for student leaders to get involved with work toward making positive 
changes in communities and schools; students will be meeting with the Commissioner on a quarterly 
basis, will provide feedback on vision, including redesigning high school, advanced coursework and other 
topics, and will work together to identify top priorities for advancing education.   Mr. Shea will join 
Student Representatives to the School Committee from seven other districts at the first meeting on 
October 13, 2016.  Mr. Shea stated that he is looking forward to his participation in the group. 

Mr. Alessandro provided a report on the Budget Forecasting Committee meeting that he had attended 
with Mr. Tarro on September 7, 2016. Mrs. Brody was absent at that meeting.  

Mr. Alessandro noted that capital budget management is a component of the work of the Budget 
Forecasting Committee with a five year plan for municipal and school budgets.  Mr. Alessandro noted 
that the Barrington Middle School building project was a topic of discussion with various interest rate 
factors and assumptions relative to current market rates for bonds.  Mr. Alessandro noted that as long 
standing municipal bond debts come off the debt rolls, it is anticipated that they will be replaced with 
new bonds.   Mr. Tarro noted that the current unfunded liability for Other Post Employment Retirement 
Benefits (OPEB) for the National Education Association Barrington (NEAB) is approximately $4.6 million, 
a significant reduction from its previous unfunded liability of $22 million. 

Mrs. Brody led the discussion relative to the Calendar and Tentative Dates and Topics for 2016-
2107.  The Committee provided feedback and recommendations for incorporation in the calendar.  Mrs. 
Brody noted that it is her hope that the Strategic Planning process will support reconfiguration of the 
calendar with alignment of efficient and streamlined goals and objectives for discussion.  

 
 
 



Decision Items 

 
Mrs. Brody noted for the record that School Committee meetings that had been posted for the following 
dates:  August 15 (Joint Building Committee and School Committee,)August 25 and September 7 (Joint 
Building Committee and School Committee) were not convened due to lack of a quorum;  there would 
be no meeting minutes for those dates. 
 

  Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion  
              Passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea, Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Clancy voting in the  

               affirmative for the motion 

Discussion  
No future agenda items were introduced at this time. 

Announcements 

Dr. Megan Douglas, 25 Rumstick Road, stated that two  district events, the Hampden Meadows Open 
House and the Barrington High School Freshman Orientation Night,  were scheduled on the same 
evening (September 21,) and asked that dates be cross referenced district wide prior to confirmation. 
Mrs. Sarah O’Brien, 88 Boyce Avenue, asked that the Administration not rush any changes in 
transportation decisions, as multiple factors, including the Rhode Island Department of Transportation 
work on the Central Bridge (Massasoit Avenue) have an impact on the transportation system status.   
Mr. Tom Rimoshytus, 1 Howard Street, expressed his concerns relative to the tax rate impact of the 
proposed Barrington Middle School bond and the impact of the change in school start times on the 
operating budget for the Barrington Public Schools. 

 

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 p.m.   

          The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Shea, Mr. Alessandro and Mrs. Clancy  
          voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 


