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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 08/17/2016  
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Wednesday, August 17, 

2016 in the Administration Building. School Committee Chair Kate Brody called the meeting to 

order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Guida, Mr. 

Messore, and Mr. Tarro. Absent were Dr. Shea and Mr. Shea. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Dr. Megan Douglas led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

General Public Discussion and Information  

Mrs. Pamela Lauria of 56 Martin Avenue stated that there is a communication problem in the 

district with implementation of the transportation policy; she noted that the opt out process for 

parents is inconsistent with past practice in the district relative to neighborhood bus stops and 

stated that there need to be reasonable expectations for safe walking routes to school for all 

students.  

Ms. Sara Bonneau of 5 Evergreen Street stated that the transportation opt out process includes 

unsafe walking routes to schools and unacceptable ridership opportunities with the elimination of 

multiple bus stops. 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

Mr. Guida announced the achievement of a notable milestone for the Barrington Middle School 

building project.  The Building Committee, at its August 15 meeting, approved by unanimous 

vote, the conceptual plans for a new, predominantly one level building with a three story 

classroom wing as the most cost effective design.  The Building Committee will now have an 

opportunity to economize the expense of the project with the transition from conceptual design to 

schematic design and further refinement of the cost estimates and overall budget.  The charge of 

the Building Committee does not include the execution of a community engagement plan and the 

School Committee and Administration discussed next steps for the community engagement 

process, including the creation of an Ad Hoc Communications Committee for the Barrington 

Middle School Building Project. 

New Business from School Committee  

Mr. Messore introduced Barrington Middle School Principal Dr. Andrew Anderson to provide a 

synopsis of the search process for the position of Assistant Principal, Barrington Middle 

School.  Dr. Anderson reviewed highlights of the comprehensive search process that included an 

initial screening process for a pool of fifty (50) candidates, interviews for five finalists in the 

second phase of interviews, and a third interview panel for one finalist.  Dr.Anderson stated that 

he was proud to introduce Ms. Erica Bulk as the successful candidate for appointment as 

Assistant Principal, Barrington Middle School.  The Committee met Ms. Bulk and had the 



opportunity to learn more about her previous experience as an educator and Dean of Students in 

middle school education and about her interest in the position at Barrington Middle School.  Mr. 

Messore stated that he is confident that Ms. Bulk is the very best and most qualified candidate 

for the position of Assistant Principal, Barrington Middle School and offered his enthusiastic 

recommendation of her appointment.   

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Ms. Erica Bulk as Assistant 

Principal, Barrington Middle School.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. 

Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the recommendation 

of 

the Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Ms. Stephanie Hines, 

Reading 

Specialist, Hampden Meadows School. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. 

Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of 

the Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Mr. Zachary Quaratella, 

Assistant Soccer Coach, Barrington High School.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. 

Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody led the discussion relative to approval of the Kaestle Boos Associates, Inc. (KBA) 

contract amendment for schematic design services for Barrington Middle School.  She stated that 

construction attorney Mr. Christopher Whitney, Esq., engaged by the district, had reviewed the 

contract relative to content and terms and congratulated the district for its agreement to 50% 

exposure prior to the November 8, 2016 bond referendum.  

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the Kaestle Boos Associates 

(KBA) contract amendment for schematic design services for Barrington Middle 

School.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs.Clancy and 

Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion.   

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

Dr. Megan Douglas of 25 Rumstick Road stated that the communication from the district relative 

to the transportation opt out process represented an opportunity for improvement.  She noted that 

the communication warranted clarification relative to policy exclusions based on safety concerns 

due to the lack of sidewalks for safe routes to schools and requested that the policy be equitable 

for all students.    

Mr. Thomas Rimoshytus of 1 Howard Street inquired about the plan for air conditioning in the 

new Barrington Middle School, as the change in school start times will impact the time of day 

that students remain in school.  And a need for science laboratories in the new middle school. 



Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded the motion to adjourn the regular 

meeting at 7:40 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island 

General Laws:  Section 42-46-5 (a) (1) for a Personnel Matter specifically the 

Superintendent Evaluation.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. 

Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded the motion to adjourn the Executive 

Session at 8:55 p.m. and to seal the minutes.  The motion passed with Mrs. Brody, 

Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

Mrs. Brody noted that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

Mr. Alessandro moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded the motion to adjourn the regular 

meeting at 8:56 p.m.  The motion passed with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. 

Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion.   


