
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 

 

Minutes of School Committee Meeting 08/11/2016 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, August 11, 2016 in the 

Administration Building. School Committee Chair Kate Brody called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Present were Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Guida, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon, and Mr. 

Tarro. Dr. Shea and Mr. Shea were absent. 
 
Mrs. Brody introduced the School Committee members present at the meeting:  Mr. John Alessandro, 

Mrs. Anna Clancy and Mr. Patrick Guida. Mrs. Brody also introduced Superintendent Mr. Michael 

Messore, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction Mrs. Paula Dillon, and Director of 

Administration and Finance Mr. Ronald Tarro. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Dr. Megan Douglas led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
There were no comments from members of the public.   
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Mr. Guida provided an update on the Barrington Middle School (BMS) Building Project. The Building 

Committee reviewed the two options, including cost reductions by option, offered by Kaestle Boos 

Associates, Inc. (KBA).  KBA will continue to refine the footprint and the building layout and will 

present a revised space summary plan for consideration and approval of the conceptual plans at the next 

Building Committee Meeting on August 15, 2016.  Mr. Guida stated that based on the most current 

proposal, the Middle School Building Project should fall within the agreed upon budget. The Building 

Committee will move forward with the community engagement process upon approval of the conceptual 

building plan.  Mrs. Brody reported on her conversation with Ms. Sue Cienki, former East Greenwich 

School Committee Chair and current East Greenwich Town Council Member, to learn about the strategies 

for success with the community engagement process for the new Cole Middle School in 2008.  Two bond 

referendums for school construction had been previously defeated in East Greenwich.  The community 

engagement process in East Greenwich included two concurrent groups.  One group, whose focus was to 

inform, educate and engage the community and provide substantive content about the building project, 

existing building conditions, and details of and rationale for the educational components of the project, 

included members of the District Administration, Building Committee and School Committee.  Mrs. 

Brody noted that there may be no expenditure of District funds for advocacy purposes in support of the 

project.  The second group, whose focus was specifically to advocate in support of the referendum, was 

registered as a Ballot Question Advocacy Group with the Rhode Island Board of Elections and included 

broad based community volunteers.  The East Greenwich Ballot Advocacy Group created a website and a 

social media platform with an online contributions option;  it received approximately $5,000 in in-kind 

donations and had a fundraising component for advertising and literature publication  expenses.   
 
Mr. Messore provided an update on the budget and summer enrollment data.  He noted that there has been 

no variance from budget projections and that the District expects to accommodate K-8 enrollment needs 



with a reallocation of personnel.  District Administration is currently focused on the challenge with World 

Language capacity at Barrington High School, as the majority of the 300 students who are entering 

Barrington High School from Barrington Middle School have enrolled in Spanish.  The FY2016-2017 

budget includes funding for a part time World Language position, and with an additional part time 

Spanish instructor, class size will be high, at 28 students per class. The American Council on the 

Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) recommends a class size of 15.  
 
The position for a part-time Spanish instructor has been posted for two weeks and there have been no 

applicants. Mr. Alessandro asked whether the District has any certified instructors that could fill the 

position. Mr. Messore responded that Spanish classes are at full capacity at the high school and the 

schedule for the part-time Barrington Middle School Spanish teachers prohibits crossover. Mrs. Clancy 

asked whether a full-time position would attract more applicants. Mr. Messore stated that teachers will 

often consider moving district for a full-time position, but not for a part-time position. Mr. Messore also 

noted that the Administration has reached out to universities to fill the position but has been unsuccessful. 

It was noted that it may be necessary to hire a full time instructor.  Mr. Alessandro inquired about whether 

there are any opportunities to utilize online courses. Mrs. Dillon answered that the District does offer 

online courses, but most students require in -person learning for languages. 
 
Mrs. Brody asked how increasing the Spanish teacher position to full-time would impact the budget. Mr. 

Tarro reported that with current new hires the District will be within budget. The Administration will 

address the need for moving the Spanish instructor position from part-time to full-time and will report 

back to the Committee.   
 
Mrs. Brody inquired about enrollment at Nayatt School and Primrose Hill School. Mr. Messore reported 

that a staff member was shifted at Primrose Hill based on lower Grade 3 enrollment. The numbers at 

Nayatt are in-line with Primrose Hill and there has been a decline in Grade 1 enrollment at Nayatt. Mrs. 

Brody asked about class size in the four Grade 1 classes at Nayatt. Mr. Messore reported that the highest 

K-3 district wide class size is 23 based on the most recent enrollment data. 
 
Mr. Messore provided an update on the School Start Times Advisory Committee. The committee has met 

and is creating a spreadsheet of the areas of concern noted by Administrators, Teachers, Parents, and 

Students. The committee will work on addressing those challenges and Mr. Messore anticipates that 

surveys may be distributed at the start of the academic year. Mr. George Finn, Barrington High School 

Athletic Director, is creating a report on the impact of the start time change on athletic schedules.  The 

School Start Times Advisory Committee is developing the messaging necessary to engage the 

community.  
 
Mrs. Clancy asked for more details about the Start Times surveys. Mr. Messore reported that the Ad Hoc 

School Start Time Committee will work on refining survey goals at the next Ad Hoc Start Times 

Committee meeting on August 16th. Mrs. Brody inquired about whether the Administration is researching 

options for taking before and after school programs; Mr. Messore confirmed that extracurricular programs 

will be included in the survey and factored into schedules. 
 
Mr. Messore reported that the District initiated a transportation opt out process to provide data relative to 

projected utilization of transportation services.  Parents have been notified about the process that includes 

an update on eligibility for transportation services and is accessible through Aspen.  The Administration 

is evaluating the pick-up times and length of bus run times to improve efficiencies with the goal of more 

equitable improvements system wide for all students.  Mr. Tarro reported that bus stops will be finalized 

by next week and the schedules will be published. Schedules will be adjusted based on the opt out 

numbers. The District will need at least one bus, and will evaluate the need for a second bus.  Mr. 



Messore noted that assessing transportation has also provided the opportunity to review the efficiency in 

buildings for dismissal. 
 
Mrs. Brody asked for clarification about the transportation opt out process and inquired as to whether the 

process is for the 2016-2017 school year, or for the following year. Mr. Messore confirmed that 

transportation opt out is occurring for the current school year, 2016-2017. The implementation of the 

transportation opt out process will provide benchmark data for the change in school start time for the 

2017-2018 academic year. 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
The School Committee conducted its Second Reading of the Homework Policy.  
 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to approve the Homework Policy.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy, and Mr. Guida voting in 

the affirmative for the motion. 
 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
Mr. Messore recommended the following personnel appointments: Ms. Erin Reilly, Hampden Meadows 

School, Grade 5, Ms. Rania Milman, Nayatt School, Kindergarten, and Mr. Vin Scandura, Barrington 

High School, Varsity Basketball Coach. 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointments of Ms. Erin Reilly, Hampden Meadows 

School, Grade 5, Ms. Rania Milman, Nayatt School, Kindergarten, and Mr. Vin Scandura, 

Barrington High School, Varsity Basketball Coach. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. 

Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy, and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 
 
Mr. Messore announced Leaves of Absence for Ms. Margaret Lofaro, Hampden Meadows School, 

Special Education, and Ms. Whitney Norton, Hampden Meadows School, Reading Specialist.   
Mr. Messore stated that he would like to defer the retirement announcement until the next School 

Committee meeting. 
Mr. Messore announced the resignation of Ms. Kate Forbes, Primrose Hill School, Speech Pathologist.   

  
           Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
           Superintendent with respect to the requests for home schooling for the named individuals. 
           The student names were not identified publicly. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, 
           Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy, and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 
           Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the monthly expenditures for June 
           in the amount of $1,163,392.48. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, 
           Mrs. Clancy, and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 
Mr. Tarro provided a facilities update.  He reported on progress with the projects to address immediate 

health and safety needs at Hampden Meadows School, Nayatt, and Primrose Hill School.  The project at 

Hampden Meadows School required additional work due to problems encountered with the electrical 

system, the thirty (30) year old sound system and the deficiencies in air quality;  additional changes were 

required for the Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system.  The $448,000 project cost is 



$100,000 greater than anticipated,  but the project is still under budget.  The Administration is assessing 

the equity of the HVAC systems at Nayatt School,  Primrose Hill School and Sowams School.   
 
Mr. Alessandro inquired about the district playgrounds. Mr. Tarro responded that playgrounds were on 

the list of project goals, but at the moment there are too many concurrent projects.  Mr. Messore added 

that the playgrounds have been evaluated for safety and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

standards. The goal is to also evaluate the playgrounds for equity in the future.  Mr. Tarro reported that 

Request for Proposals (RFP) will be issued for the scoreboard and irrigation well at Barrington High 

School. 
 
Mr. Messore provided an update on the searches for the positions of Director of Pupil Personnel Services 

and Assistant Principal, Barrington Middle School.  Candidates for the Director of Pupil Personnel 

Services position are being interviewed by the search committee.  Ms. Judy Saccardo is serving as the 

Interim Director of Pupil Personnel;  Ms. Saccardo was a Special Education Director in Bristol-Warren 

and South Kingstown, and was an interim Special Education Director in East Greenwich. A finalist has 

been identified for the Assistant Principal, Barrington Middle School position and Mr. Messore 

anticipates that he may make a recommendation for appointment in the near future.    
 
Mr. David Burrows, Director of Technology, shared information about the Chromebook Protective Cases 

that have been selected for Barrington Middle School.  Committee discussion included the decision 

making process for the protective cases, the timeline for receipt of the protective cases, and justification 

relative to whether the product merits the per unit cost.    
 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs Clancy seconded to approve the bid for the Chromebook 

Protective Cases to the lowest qualified evaluated bidder, Volume Cases of Boca Raton, 

Florida, at the unit price of $23.45. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. 

Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy, and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 
Decision Items 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to approve the consent agenda.  
 
Mr. Alessandro indicated approval, pending an amendment to the School Committee Minutes of July 19th, 

2016. He would like to have the minutes reflect his concern that a suspension is a blot on a student’s 

record, and that there should a process for reviewing suspension data.  Mrs. Brody requested that Mr. 

Alessandro provide the Superintendent with the language for his suggested revision to the minutes. 
 

The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida 

voting in the affirmative for the motion, pending an amendment to the July 19th, 2016 

minutes. 
 
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
The Committee discussion relative to future agenda items included the following topics:  Homework 

Policy update, follow up on International Baccalaureate Program Informational Workshop, follow up on 

the Athletics and Extracurricular Activities working group and update on the District Survey conducted in 

June, 2016.  The School Committee and District Administration will participate in an Evidence Based 

Leadership Educational Framework Workshop on August 31st, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 



Announcements  
 
There were no announcements. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Dr. Megan Douglas inquired about the appropriate contact person for members of the community who 

may be interested in the ballot advocacy effort.  Mrs. Brody indicated that, for informational purposes 

only, Mr. Messore would be the appropriate contact person.  Mrs. Pamela Lauria requested clarification 

relative to the bus opt in/out process and whether or not it is considered binding for the academic year.  
 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:35 p.m. 

and go into Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws: Section 42-46-

5(a)(1) for a Personnel Matter specifically the Superintendent Evaluation. The motion 

passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 
 

Mr. Alessandro moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the Executive Session 

at  8:54  p.m. and to seal the minutes. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. 

Alessandro,  Mrs.  Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 

Mrs. Brody stated that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 
 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:55 
p.m. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida 
voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

  


