
Minutes of Barrington School Committee Meeting and Barrington Middle School Building 
Committee 
August 1, 2016  
 
The Barrington School Committee met with the Barrington Middle School Building Committee in open 
session on Monday, August 1, 2016 in the Barrington Middle School Library.  School Committee Chair 
Kate Brody called the School Committee meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Mr. 
Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Guida, Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro.  Absent was Dr. Shea.   
 
The purpose of the joint meeting was for approval of the revised conceptual building plans by the School 
Committee upon recommendation of the Building Committee after its review and approval of the 
revised conceptual building plans.  
 
Mr. Paul Dominov of Kaestle Boos Associates (KBA) presented two revised conceptual plans based on 
the direction and feedback from the July 25, 2016 meeting.  Option 1 has been revised to a total of 
approximately 142, 000 square feet and Option 2 has been revised to a total of approximately 140,000 
square feet.  Cost reductions were addressed by option relative to program consolidation and 
reductions based on priorities identified by the Administration; flexible and interdisciplinary learning 
options remain a priority to support collaboration for teaching and learning.   
 
In response to a question from Mrs. Brody, KBA noted that the goal is to target an additional 4% 
increase in State Housing Aid through the Collaborative for High Performance Schools (CHPS.)  CHPS is a 
green building rating program, especially designed for K-12 schools, that reflects best practices in high 
performance design, construction and operation.   Mr. Zawatsky and KBA noted that 3% may prove to 
be the achievable target goal for CHPS. 
 
The Building Committee, by unanimous vote, approved a motion to direct that KBA proceed from 
conceptual design phase to schematic design phase with the Building Committee’s preferred design 
Option 2, including direction that KBA continue to work diligently to improve the floor plan, flow, site   
orientation including concerns relative to the accessibility from Middle Highway and that KBA address 
abutter concerns relative to siting of the three story classroom wing.   
 
The Building Committee requested that KBA provide a space summary plan to identify the changes 
based on input from the Administration and that KBA pursue enhancements of Option 2 based on input 
articulated at this meeting.  The Building Committee will then have the opportunity to review the 
adjustments in sufficient enough detail so as to bring the plan forward to the community in the next few 
weeks.   
 
Mrs. Brody provided a synopsis of the template used by East Greenwich in 2008 during its community 
engagement process for the new Cole Middle School.  Its successful strategy included a two faceted 
communications effort; one team, led by the School Committee and Administration, provided a 
comprehensive information and education outreach and engagement effort to inform the community 
about the building project and the second team, led by a group of interested parents and residents, 
organized a get out the vote and “vote yes” ballot advocacy message that accepted both in kind and 
financial contributions to support its advocacy campaign.   Ms. Jacobs volunteered to be part of the 
information team and is not interested in the fundraising component.  Mrs. Brody noted that, at an 
earlier Building Committee meeting, Mr. Brenner had expressed an interest in being part of the 



communications effort.   The School Committee will address the communications effort at its August 
meeting. 
 
         Mr. Alessandro moved and Mrs. Clancy seconded the motion to affirm the approval of the  
         Building Committee to direct that KBA proceed from conceptual design phase to schematic  
         design phase with the Building Committee’s preferred design Option 2, including direction that 
         KBA continue to work diligently to improve the floor plan, flow, site orientation including 
         concerns relative to the accessibility from Middle Highway and that KBA address abutter 
         concerns relative to siting of the three story classroom wing.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. 
         Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion.   
 
Mr. Guida moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded the motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting at 
9:07 p.m.  The motion passed with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mrs. Clancy and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion.   
 


