
Barrington Public Schools 

Barrington School Committee 

Meeting Minutes of 6/20/17 

  

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Tuesday June 20, 2017, in the 

Administration Building. School Committee Chair Kate D. Brody called the meeting to order at 

7:00p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Vice Chair Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas, Mrs. Pine, 

Mr. Sarli, Mr. Messore, and Dr. Dillon.  

  

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mr. Christopher Sarli, Student Representative to the School Committee, led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

  

New Business Superintendent and Staff 
Barrington Middle School Standards Based Grading Update 

Mr. Messore provided an overview of the most recent communication that was shared with  the School 

Committee, Hampden Meadows School and Barrington Middle School learning communities relative to 

Standards Based Grading (SBG.). For the last three  years, the work of the Barrington Middle School 

Standards Based Grading (SBG) Committee has been focused on aligning rubrics and assessments with 

identification of areas of improvement. After the last School Committee meeting, the Administration 

recognized that there was a need for better communication regarding SBG, as community members have 

identified a number of concerns, including  the reporting process for student progress with the transition 

from elementary to middle level education Dr. Anderson, after meeting with the SBG Committee to 

review of  the feedback from the SBG Information Session, has decided to delay the implementation of 

SBG reporting and to continue the work of implementing the fundamental principles that  support SBG.   

The District and building administration, over the summer and throughout the 2017-2018 academic year, 

will be revisiting standards reporting in grades Pre K-3 and 4-5 focusing on how to provide more timely 

feedback to parents. Dr. Dillon noted that student achievement is the metric of measurement for SBG 

success, including analysis of the following questions: Is there greater growth? Are students more 

independent? Are they able to track their data and understand where they need to improve?  The 

Committee discussion included the need for greater parent and student understanding of the SBG rubrics 

and assessments that are currently being used at BMS, the need for improved and greater communication 

relative to the new progress reporting mechanisms that provide parents with the opportunity to learn more 

real time information, evaluation of the need to offer additional social emotional support for students with 

the transition to new progress reporting systems, and opportunities for improvement relative to systemic 

communication roll out strategies for major District initiatives in the future.  

  

Strategic Planning Process Update 

Mr. Messore provided an overview of the recommendations of the Dr. Melissa Matarazzo, Studer 

Education, relative to the Strategic Planning Process and the model for population of the Strategic 

Planning Steering Committee.  The district’s administrative team and School Committee members are 

included in the Steering Committee as key elements to implementation of the District Strategic Plan.  Mr. 

Messore presented the proposed process for selection, from the approximately 70 volunteers who have 

expressed interest, to compose a workgroup of 10 community members, 4 employees and 2 students to 

complete the population of the Steering Committee.  Studer Education will blind the list of volunteers for 

selection and will provide the blinded list of criteria for diversity and broad representation to be reviewed 

by the Superintendent, School Committee Chair, School Committee member and building principal.  The 

Superintendent will return the selections of the reviewers back to Studer Education for reconnection to 

names and Studer Education will return the list of participants to the district.  The Committee discussion 

included clarification of the role of Studer Education in the Strategic Planning Process, support for 



objectivity and checks and balances with the blind process, and confirmation that there would be student 

representation on the Steering Committee.  Mrs. Brody stated that if all School Committee members agree 

with the process design, she would request that one School Committee member volunteer to serve as a 

reviewer.  Mrs. Pine offered to join the committee and all members of the School Committee expressed 

their support for the process.  Mr. Messore noted that communication with volunteers who are not 

selected to serve on the Steering Committee will emphasize that while the size of the Steering Committee 

will be limited to ensure effective, efficient teamwork, the strategic planning process will include multiple 

opportunities for stakeholder/community engagement, that may include focus groups, stakeholder surveys 

and open opportunities to review the progress of the process with transparency.    

 

Decision Items 
Consent Agenda 

 

Mrs. Clancy moved and Dr. Douglas seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion 

passed 3-0 with Mrs. Clancy, Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the 

motion.  Mrs. Brody and Mr. Alessandro abstained from the vote as they were absent for 

the May 15 School Committee Workshop. 

  

 

 

Public Comment 
Ms. Mary Roberts of 11 Adams Avenue requested clarification for the cohort of four employees who will 

serve on the Steering Committee, specifically whether any employee outside of the Administrative staff 

could volunteer for service. Mr. Messore responded that all employees are welcome to volunteer and that 

it is his expectation that, in addition to the building administrators, there would be representation from all 

schools on the Steering Committee.  

  

Ms. Annie Reznik of 15 Lee Road suggested that the Administration ensure that communication with 

those individuals who are not selected for service on the Steering Committee include an invitation to 

participate in other opportunities to provide input during the Strategic Planning process, including focus 

groups, so as to not lose stakeholder engagement,    She provided the School Committee with a resource 

for the Mastery Transcript Consortium (www.mastery.org)  which is a collective high schools organized 

around the development and dissemination of an alternative model of assessment, crediting and transcript 

generation. 

  

Ms. Wendy Duncan of 18 Lantern Lane expressed her appreciation for the decision to pause the 

implementation of the Standards Based Grading initiative at Barrington Middle School next year; she 

feels that the Administration listened to the community and she is optimistic about the future direction of 

the initiative with  the time to do it right and involve the community. 

  

Mrs. Clancy moved and Mr. Alessandro seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:01 

pm. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mrs. Clancy, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Douglas and 

Mrs. Pine voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 


