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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 05/21/2015 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, May 21, 2015 in the 

Administration Building.  School Committee Chair Kate Brody called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  

Present were Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. Guida, Dr. Shea, Ms. Schwartz, Mr. Messore, Mrs. 

Dillon, and Mr. Tarro.  Dr. Dominguez arrived at 9:35 p.m. 

 

Mrs. Brody introduced School Committee members present at the meeting: Student Representative 

Lucina Schwartz, Mr. Patrick Guida, Dr. Robert Shea, and Mr. John Alessandro.  Dr. Paula Dominguez 

was expected to arrive later in the evening.  Mrs. Brody also introduced the Administration and Central 

Office Staff present:  Superintendent Michael Messore, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 

Instruction Paula Dillon, Director of Administration and Finance Ronald Tarro, Administrative Assistant 

to the Superintendent Elizabeth Levesque, and Computer/Network Technician Michael Fallgren.   

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Cameron Hummel led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements across the district: 

 

Seven Barrington High School Seniors have been awarded National Merit Scholarships: Matthew 

Lamontagne, National Merit $2,500 Scholarship; Lucina Schwartz, National Merit $2,500 Scholarship; 

Brian Mc Gartoll, National Merit Textron Scholarship; Kieran Mc Gartoll, National Merit Textron 

Scholarship; Haley Wohlever, National Merit University of Rochester Scholarship; Harrison Kraus, 

National Merit Boston College Scholarship; and Theodore Kurkoski, National Merit University of 

Maryland Scholarship. 

 

Two Barrington Middle School Grade 6 students placed first and second in the Senior Section of the 

2015 Squared School Spring Math Tournament.  William Medeiros placed first with a perfect 1,000 

point score, and Samuel Brock placed second. 

 

Barrington High School is ranked #1,227 out of 2,400 high schools nationwide on the Washington Post 

list of America’s Most Challenging High Schools.   

 

Barrington Public Schools received recognition in the edSurge.com article, Leading Rhode Island 

Districts on the Quest Towards Blended Learning.  Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 

Instruction Paula Dillon, and Director of Technology Katie Miller were noted for their innovative 

approach to supporting blended learning and adopting an Unconference approach for professional 

development.  

 

The team of Grade 5 Hampden Meadows students Joshua Silveira and Martin Lapczyk placed third in 

the region in the Stock Market Game. 

Barrington Middle School Social Studies teacher Mary Roberts has been named the national third-place 

winner of the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 2015 Outstanding Teacher of 
American History contest.   



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 2 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 

 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 05/21/2015 
 

Barrington School Committee Chair Kate Brody was recognized at the 2015 Rhode Island Association of 

School Committees (RIASC) Annual Meeting for achieving more than 200+ hours of professional 

development as part of RIASC’s Master’s Academy.    

 

The Barrington Public Schools received recognition in an article entitled (Providence) School Chief to 

Leave, written by Linda Borg, in the May 2, 2015 edition of The Providence Journal:  “ ... You look at 

successful districts like Barrington.  They are extremely well-run.  They have consistency in their 

curriculum and leadership.  The districts that are successful are stable.  They are able to keep their 

leadership.” - Tim Ryan, Executive Director, Rhode Island School Superintendents' Association. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Barrington High School (BHS) Senior Project Coordinators Mrs. Judianne Point 

and Mr. Stephen Lenz who provided an overview of the Senior Project, a graduation requirement at 

BHS.  The presentation included a report on the following changes to the Senior Project: the element of 

student choice (informational or argumentative) for the research paper , the rolling admissions process 

for student requests for early completion of fieldwork, the introduction of new rubrics, the increase in 

Grades 4-12 teacher collaboration and tightened bond between the school and the community, the use of 

Google docs and the program Kaizena, goals for the 2015-2016 academic year, and how BHS has 

become a leader in Senior Project for other districts in Massachusetts and Connecticut.  BHS Seniors 

Cameron Hummel and Rachel Sheinberg shared the software application for their Senior Project that can 

be used for the BHS academic schedule.  Questions from the Committee included how to access the app 

and whether it can be maintained for future use, Senior Project deadlines, and opportunities for summer 

field work.  Ms. Schwartz added that the biggest challenge with Senior Project is the written paper and 

wondered if options could be explored to differentiate the requirements for the Senior Project paper. 

 

Mrs. Dillon presented information on the district’s support system for student transition from entering 

Kindergarten as a new student through the transitions to Hampden Meadows School, Barrington Middle 

School and then Barrington High School.  The presentation included the timeline of events for parents 

and students for every transition.  Questions from the Committee included how information is 

communicated with parents on building specific information, curriculum, and teacher assignment. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mrs. Debby Perugini, of 6 Ferncliff Road, Barrington Middle School PTO Co President, thanked the 

School Committee and Administration for supporting the field trip opportunity to Washington, D.C. for 

all Barrington Middle School Grade 8 students.  Mrs. Perugini added that she hopes there will some type 

of formal presentation as a follow up to the field trip at a future School Committee meeting. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mr. Messore provided an update relative to the District Strategic Communication Plan, including a plan 

for an information resource for parents on the 1:1 technology initiative and the use of an exit survey to 

parents of students who leave the district. 

 

Mr. Messore provided an update and revised format of the Strategic Plan Smartsheet at the April 30, 
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2015 School Committee meeting.  Following review of the progress report, the Committee asked 

questions relating to assessment strategies for the fidelity of the implementation of the district initiatives 

over time.  Mr. Messore and Mrs. Dillon reported on the districtwide collaboration, work relating to the 

Lead, Educate and Promote the Profession (LEAPP) initiative, and plans to work with an external 

consultant for ongoing continuous improvement process work. 

 

Mr. Tarro provided shared data received from Town of Barrington Planner Phil Hervey on the potential 

enrollment of approximately 85 new students resulting from the proposed six new residential 

developments in Barrington as defined in the Comprehensive Community Plan.  Mr. Tarro confirmed 

that the proposed 2015-2016 budget that represents an increase of 1.71% with a net impact to taxpayers 

of 0.91% will be presented for approval by the Committee on Appropriations at the Financial Town 

Meeting on May 27, 2015.   

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Guida reported that the Barrington Middle School Building Committee has invited to their next 

meeting Mr. Joseph da Silva, the School Construction Coordinator for the Rhode Island Department of 

Education (RIDE).  Next steps include a meeting of the subcommittee to continue contract deliberations 

with Kaestle Boos Associates, the architectural firm selected for the Barrington Middle School building 

project.  Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro reported on their meeting with representatives from Kaestle Boos 

Associates who are ready to begin work on the stage one and two applications with RIDE.  The 

Barrington Middle School Building Committee will meet next on May 26, 2015. 

 

Mrs. Brody read a memo from legal counsel that conveyed information relative to the Artificial Turf 

Field, including that under Rhode Island law and the Town of Barrington Charter, the School Committee 

has complete control over the use of school property and sole discretion to decide how to spend school 

funds, that any projects altering the use of property dedicated or devoted to school uses is subject to the 

consent and direction of the School Committee and that the Barrington Town Charter explicitly 

withholds from the Town Council any authority to alter the use of any real estate dedicated or devoted to 

school uses.    Mrs. Brody noted that this information provided clarification for the Ad Hoc Committee 

inquiry relative to the “home” for the project, i.e. that it rests with the School Committee  Mr. Messore 

recommended that consideration of the Artificial Turf Field project be embedded in the planning process 

for the next District Strategic Plan..  The Committee was in agreement to consider the project for the next 

Strategic Plan, with an effort to define a timeline for the initiative and streamline a collaborative process.  

Mrs. Brody welcomed comments from members of the audience.  Mr. John Deal, of 70 Adams Point 

Road, stated that people move to Barrington for the schools but other districts have superior athletic 

facilities, and encouraged the Committee to make this project a priority and utilize the unique 

opportunity to take advantage of the offer to have the community raise $1 million.  Mr. Thomas 

Rimoshytus, of 1 Howard Street, asked if the Administration had received an answer on if the project 

would be eligible for reimbursement and hoped that if the bond presented at the Financial Town Meeting 

is approved that the funds would not be used for other projects.  Mr. Messore stated that RIDE has 

responded to say that the project is not eligible for reimbursement.  Mrs. Brody added that if the bond is 

approved, the funds would only be used for that specified project.   

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff  

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the recommendation of the 
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Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Linda Vollaro, Accounts Payable Clerk.  

The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. Guida, and Dr. Shea voting 

in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Messore announced the appointment of Mrs. Cheryl McCarty, Office Manager for Business 

Operations; the leave of absence for Ms. Alison Burke, Hampden Meadows School Grade 5; and the 

resignations of longtime coaches Ms. Lee Markowski, Barrington High School Girls Field Hockey Head 

Coach and Mrs. Deneen Stebenne, Barrington High School Girls Ice Hockey Head Coach. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the monthly expenditures for April in 

the amount of $3,675,962.38.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. 

Guida, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Tarro reported that Western Oil Inc. has been identified as the lowest evaluated qualified bidder for 

the removal of the underground oil storage tank at Primrose Hill School.  Mr. Tarro recommended that 

the Committee approve the authorization of the firm subject to satisfactory responses on references. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Shea seconded to authorize a contract with Western Oil Inc., the 

lowest evaluated qualified bidder, contingent on satisfactory completion of due diligence.  

The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. Guida, and Dr. Shea voting 

in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

The School Committee policy on Student Data Privacy and Security was presented and read aloud for a 

first reading by the Committee.  The policy will be presented for a second reading and approval at the 

next School Committee meeting. 

 

Mrs. Brody led the Policy Workshop discussion that included requests to review the Facilities Use Policy 

for clarification on the collection of fees and allocation of those funds.  Mr. Messore reported on the 

plans to introduce a new Dual and Concurrent Enrollment Policy as well as revision to the current 

Graduation Requirements Policy for Committee review in June. 

 

Decision Items 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The motion passed 

4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. Guida, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for 

the motion.  

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular School Committee meeting scheduled for June 4, 2015 will 

feature evaluation of programs and a bullying policy update.  Mr. Messore requested that the student 

achievement data report be moved to the School Committee scheduled for June 18, 2015. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted the request from the Barrington Education Foundation (BEF) to present information at 

the next School Committee meeting on the BEF STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 
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Math) event planned for the fall. 

 

Mrs. Brody requested an update on the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 

(PARCC) assessment changes for the 2015-2016 academic year. 

 

Mrs. Brody requested a future agenda item to include discussion on the 1:1 Technology Initiative. 

 

Mr. Alessandro requested an update on the Barrington Middle School 8th Grade overnight field trip to 

Washington, D.C. following the trip in early June. 

 

Mr. Alessandro inquired on the policy for substitute teachers.  Mr. Messore briefly reviewed the process 

for the hiring of certified substitute teachers and plans for development of a substitute teacher handbook. 

 

Mr. Guida requested a future agenda item in the next academic year to include discussion on the 

International Baccalaureate program. 

 

Announcements 

 

Mr. Messore noted upcoming events and meetings: the town’s Memorial Day Parade on May 25, 2015, 

the Financial Town Meeting on May 27, 2015, and the next School Committee meeting on June 4, 2015.  

    

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Megan Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, noted that the East Greenwich School District will change 

their school start times beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, and encouraged the Administration to 

find a similar outlet as the School Committee Briefs to share flyer information relative to extracurricular 

activities and groups such as Girl Scouts and Little League with distribution from the Central Office to 

ensure consistent districtwide communication. Dr. Douglas also expressed her appreciation for the 

continued use of the Strategic Plan as a method for prioritizing district projects. 

 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:50 p.m. 

and go in to Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(1) for Superintendent Evaluation.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. Guida, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 10:05 

p.m. and to seal the minutes. The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Alessandro, Mr. Guida, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion.  

 

Mrs. Brody noted that no votes were taken in Executive Session.   

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:06 p.m. 

The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. Guida, and 

Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 


