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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 03/19/2015 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, March 19, 2015 in the 

Barrington Middle School Library.  School Committee Chair Kate Brody called the meeting to order at 

7:32 p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Mr. Alessandro, Dr. Shea, Ms. Schwartz, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon, 

and Mr. Tarro.  Dr. Dominguez arrived at 7:37 p.m.  Mr. Guida was absent. 

 

Mrs. Brody introduced School Committee members present at the meeting: Student Representative Ms. 

Lucina Schwartz, Dr. Robert Shea, and Mr. Alessandro, and noted that Dr. Paula Dominguez was en 

route to the meeting and Mr. Patrick Guida was absent.  Mrs. Brody also introduced the Administration 

and Central Office Staff:  Superintendent Mr. Michael Messore, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 

and Instruction Mrs. Paula Dillon, Director of Administration and Finance Mr. Ronald Tarro, 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent Mrs. Elizabeth Levesque, and Computer/Network 

Technician Mr. Michael Fallgren. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Ms. Lucy Schwartz led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements across the district: 

 

Grade 7 student Eytan Goldstein is Barrington Middle School’s Geography Bee Champion and has been 

named as a semifinalist eligible to compete in the 2015 Rhode Island National Geographic State Bee. 

 

Barrington High School Future Business Leaders of America had 37 Top 5 finishes at the Rhode Island 

Future Business Leaders 37th Annual State Leadership Conference. 

 

Four Barrington High School students, Teddy Ni, William Yao, Rachel Sheinberg, and Sahil Mishra, 

achieved second place honors at the 29th Annual High School Programming Contest. 

 

Barrington High School LifeSmarts Team, including Captain Matthew Lamontagne, Brian Mc Gartoll, 

Teddy Ni, Steven Forte, and Eli Shea, will represent Rhode Island at the National LifeSmarts competition.  

 

Barrington High School Stagemasters received an Excellence in Theatre Award from the Rhode Island 

Drama Festival for the play Wait Until Dark directed by student Noah Allen.  Students Jack Fortin and 

Noah Allen also received All-State Acting Awards. 

 

Barrington High School Sophomore Molly Littman won a place in the Write Here, Write Now! Student 

Play Festival with her play Beatrix, with a professional staged reading of the play on Trinity Repertory 

Theatre's Dowling Stage. 

 

Barrington High School Track and Field Throws Coach Mr. Bob Gourley was named 2015 Rhode Island 

Indoor Track and Field Coach of the Year. 

 

The new website for The Barrington Boosters Club, www.barringtonboosters.org, is now live and 

includes information on the Boosters as well links to sport schedules and a gallery.   
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Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Tarro provided an update on the Barrington Middle School Building Project.  The Building 

Committee met on March 18, 2015 to continue evaluation of the three firms that presented on March 7, 

2015 to the Building Committee and School Committee.  The Building Committee is currently in the due 

diligence process and will meet next on April 8, 2015 to complete its evaluations and prepare a 

recommendation for the School Committee.  A link to the Building Committee page that includes all 

updates can be found on the District website homepage.  Mr. Tarro also shared information on the 

conceptual plans for pending project renovations to the Primrose Hill School parking lot and playground 

 
Mrs. Dillon presented an overview of the District’s Response to Intervention (RTI) program where 

student needs are met through a systematic, multi-tiered, problem-solving team approach.  The 

presentation included the RTI process details for Grades K-12, levels of instruction, examples of 

intervention, and information on the comprehensive Barrington Response to Intervention website created 

as a resource for parents.  Questions from the Committee included benchmarks for assessments, effect on 

student population now that RTI is embedded in instructional practice, the amount of time students spend 

with specialists, enrichment versus intervention, and the role of differentiated instruction. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mr. Tarro reported that no bids were received for the reissue of the bid for the Renewable Energy Project 

Manager for Barrington High School.  Mr. Tarro may pursue retaining the services of a firm as an 

alternative to a rebid and include the Town of Barrington, as the deadline for the grant application is mid-

April.  Mr. Tarro also reported on the recent energy efficiency improvements at Barrington High School 

including the installation of internal and external light-emitting diode (LED) lights; the majority of the 

project was funded by the National Grid energy program and the remaining cost is eligible for housing 

aid reimbursement from the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE.) 

 
Mr. Messore provided an update relative to the District Strategic Communication Plan, reporting that a 

budget fact sheet and detailed narrative will be shared with the community and that a link to all budget 

updates and Barrington Middle School Building Project updates will be placed on the District website 

homepage.  An update on the administration of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 

and Careers (PARCC) assessments that began on March 16, 2015 will be shared with parents.  Barrington 

High School Principal Joseph Hurley and Ms. Schwartz reported on the Student Leadership Forum 

focused on student stress held on March 9, 2015 at Barrington High School led by Seniors Cameron 

Hummel and Ms. Schwartz.  The forum included 26 junior and senior students and top stressors that were 

identified included homework, test preparation, challenges with the homework makeup policy, consistent 

communication among faculty and students and considerations relative to a better schedule model for 

BHS.  Ms. Schwartz and Mr. Hurley presented an update on the forum to the BHS School Improvement 

Team and results will be shared with the schoolwide Data Team and Department Chairs.  Dr. Shea, Chair 

of the Health and Wellness Committee, welcomed the opportunity to invite Ms. Schwartz and Mr. 

Hummel to the next Health and Wellness Committee meeting to provide a student voice to the Health and 
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Wellness Committee’s continued discussions on student stress.  Discussion ensued on sustainability of the 

student forum for the future and sharing information from the forums with the faculty.  

 
Mr. Tarro provided an update on the proposed FY2015-2016 budget including a report on the meeting 

with the Committee on Appropriations (COA) held March 10, 2015 attended by Mr. Messore, Mr. Tarro, 

and Mrs. Brody.  Discussions at the COA meeting included the heightened level of Administration and 

School Committee concern relative to the Town of Barrington Planning Board decision to omit funding 

for identified capital priorities and the need for additional meetings, including a meeting with the entire 

School Committee in April.  

  

Old Business from School Committee 

 

As a follow up to the presentation by Dr. Alexander Robertson on March 5, 2015, the Committee 

continued discussion of the proposal for a synthetic turf field at Barrington High School.  The revised 

proposal includes reconstruction of the track at Barrington High School and is currently estimated at $2.5 

million.  On April 3, 2014, the Committee initially endorsed the concept of the artificial turf field 

following determination of its feasibility at a cost of $600,000-$850,000 through private funding.  On 

March 5, 2015, Dr. Robertson requested School Committee support for a conditional bond of $1.5 

million to be presented at the Financial Town Meeting in May 2015 with the expectation that the 

remaining $1 million be paid through private funding by the Campaign to Fund a Turf Field, and the 

Committee agreed to consider the request, gather additional research and vote at this meeting.  Mr. Tarro 

reported that the turf field project would not be eligible for state housing aid reimbursement.  Mr. 

Messore confirmed that that the maintenance cost of the current field is estimated by the Department of 

Public Works to be between $17-18,000 per year; the initial proposal estimate provided by Dr. Robertson 

was $35,000.  Mr. Alessandro affirmed his endorsement of the project noting its importance to 

Barrington athletics and the community, including the potential for generating income.  Dr. Dominguez 

expressed her concern for the change in scope of the initiative from the initial proposal, the potential for 

a larger ask of the community for future replacement costs and the size of the project implications on the 

district commitment. Ms. Schwartz noted that the new field would be good for athletics.  Dr. Shea 

stressed three areas of concern, health and safety of the product, the scope of the project with the need for 

further due diligence prior to signing off on a project of this size, and requested input from the 

Superintendent relative to where this project ranks among  other priorities involving the need for 

taxpayer support. Mr. Messore, while supportive of a turf field and its benefits to athletics, stated he 

could not endorse another project when there are identified needs with the capital budgets for technology 

and elementary playgrounds, and the Barrington Middle School building project that are now at risk.  

Mrs. Brody expressed thanks to Dr. Robertson and his committee for their work on this proposal.  She 

noted the success of the district strategic plan in the identification of priorities to justify budget requests 

and expressed  her concern for prioritization of a project that is not in the current strategic plan; her 

concern relative to the need for transparency in developing a project of this scope with an obligation to 

provide the public with an opportunity for participation in the process and expressed hope to see a 

collaborative effort to include a turf field as a priority in a future strategic plan.  Following discussion, 

Mrs. Brody called for a vote. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to deny endorsement of a conditional bond of 

$1.5 million at the Financial Town Meeting in May 2015 for a synthetic turf field at 

Barrington High School based on the expectation that $1 million would be raised with private 

donations by the Campaign to Build a Turf Field.  The motion passed 3-1 with Mrs. Brody, 
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Dr. Dominguez, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion.  Mr. Alessandro 

opposed. 
 
The Committee agreed to hear the agenda item for the field trip approval for Barrington Middle School 

Grade 8 out of order.  Barrington Middle School Principal Dr. Andrew Anderson provided the 

Committee with details including student eligibility, scholarship availability, and a sample itinerary for 

the proposed field trip for June 4-6, 2015 to Washington, D.C.  Dr. Anderson noted that there are 

currently 188 students and 15 school based chaperones who have expressed an interest in participation.   

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the field trip on June 4-6, 2015 for 

Barrington Middle School Grade 8 to Washington, D.C.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion.  

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff  

 

Mr. Messore announced the leave of absence for Ms. Jessika Garcia, Primrose Hill School Grade 1 

Teacher, and Ms. Katie Wilson, Hampden Meadows School Grade 4 Teacher.  Mr. Messore also 

announced the resignations of Ms. Libbi Gaiser, Barrington High School Cheerleading Advisor, and Ms. 

Lindsay Wengloski, Barrington High School Speech and Debate Advisor.  Ms. Schwartz, member of the 

Speech and Debate Team, expressed her thanks and appreciation for Ms. Wengloski.  Dr. Shea also 

thanked Ms. Wengloski for all she has done for the District. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for home schooling for the named individual.  The 

student name was not identified publicly.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion.  
 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the monthly expenditures for 

February in the amount of $3,548,299.50. 

 

Mr. Tarro stated that the budget is on target to end the year favorably at an estimated 1% surplus.  Out of 

district tuition costs are less than projected and personnel costs continue to be tracked by the Administration. 

  

The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, and Dr. Shea 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

Mrs. Brody reported on the Joint Legislative Breakfast held on March 16, 2015 that included the 

School Committee, Town Council, Representative Joy Hearn, Representative Jan Malik, Senator 

Cynthia Armour Coyne, Mr. Messore, Mr. Tarro, Town Manager Peter DeAngelis, and Town of 

Barrington Finance Director Kathy Raposa.  The Committee noted that it was a successful event and 

additional meetings may be scheduled in the future. 

 

Mrs. Brody reported that the Rhode Island Association of School Committee will host a meeting for 

School Committee Chairs with Governor Gina Raimondo on March 28, 2015 on the hiring of Rhode 
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Island’s next Commissioner of Education.  Mrs. Brody asked for input from the Committee.  Initial 

comments included a Commissioner who is an effective communicator, and someone who can bring 

cross collaboration across councils for elementary, secondary, and post-secondary education.  Mrs. 

Brody requested that additional input be shared through Mr. Messore. 

   

Mrs. Brody led the discussion on the opportunity to hold a District Achievement Celebration to 

engage the community and recognize the exceptional and unprecedented achievements across the 

district.  Following discussion, the Committee was in agreement to pursue the possibility of holding 

a celebration in early June. 
 

Decision Items 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, and Dr. Shea voting in the 

affirmative for the motion.  
 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular School Committee meeting scheduled for April 9, 2015 will 

be District Report Night and will include an update on the Barrington High School Internship Program. 

 

Mr. Tarro noted that the Building Committee may bring forward a potential recommendation for the 

selection of the architectural firm for the Barrington Middle School building project on April 9, 2015. 

 

Mrs. Brody reported that summer learning will be on the April 16, 2015 meeting agenda, and district 

surveys will be included as a future agenda item.   

 

Mrs. Brody added that next meeting agenda on April 9, 2015 will include a discussion on a weapons 

resolution endorsed by the Rhode Island Association of School Committees and Rhode Island School 

Superintendents’ Association on no guns in schools.   

 

Announcements 

 

The next regular School Committee meeting will be held on April 9, 2015. 

    

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:45 p.m. 

and go in to Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(2) pertaining to Rhode Island Pension Litigation; and Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for 

discussion regarding the matter of security including but not limited to the deployment of 

security personnel or devices.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Alessandro, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
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Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 10:15 

p.m. and to seal the minutes. The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Alessandro, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion.  

 

Mrs. Brody noted that no votes were taken in Executive Session.   

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:16 p.m. 

The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, and Dr. Shea 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


