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The Barrington School Committee met in open session on Thursday, February 5, 2015, in the 

Administration Building. The sole item on the agenda was the Budget Workshop, a discussion of the 

school district budget for 2015-2016. School Committee Chair Kate Brody called the meeting to order 

at 7:35 p.m.  Present were Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. Guida, Dr. Shea, Ms. 

Schwartz, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon, Mrs. Miller, and Mr. Tarro. 

 

 Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro described the basis for the proposed budget. 

 

Mr. Messore stated that the proposed budget was tied closely to the strategic plan. Mr. Messore 

introduced two new initiatives: a proposed school resource officer (a position that would be a school-

municipal collaboration) and a capital request that built on a plan the School Committee approved in 

December, 2014, for Chromebooks and playground improvements. Mr. Tarro pointed to some external 

factors that might impact the final budget, specifically increases to the medical insurance rate, which 

may be 5%. 

 

School Committee members asked a number of questions, including questions about changes to special 

education students and staff at Hampton Meadows School, the decrease in the Arts/Music position, and 

the addition of the technology fellow. 

 

Following these questions, Mr. Messore provided greater detail about the School Resource Officer 

(SRO) and the prevention model he hoped to put into place that blends together components of law 

enforcement, counseling, and teacher-related instruction. He stated that discipline remains the 

responsibility of school administration. In terms of an implementation, he proposed the SRO spend 2.5 

hours per day in school to implement the SRO program, with an initial focus Barrington High School.  

Mr. Messore indicated that he would reassess the SRO program after a year to determine if it should 

continue, change in some way, or be discontinued. School Committee members asked how the SRO 

would spend his or her time and what their responsibilities would consist of, and Mr. Messore provided 

additional information. 

 

Mrs. Miller described the proposed technology capital plan. Mrs. Miller noted that Chromebooks are 

low cost equipment that allow an efficient process for cycling to the entire high school. School 

Committee members asked Mrs. Miller about the 1:1 initiative to date and whether students will be 

surveyed on their experiences, the physical layout of the learning environment in schools, student 

preparation to use technology, healthy practices for screen time, and models for 1:1 computer use that 

other districts have considered, and Mrs. Miller replied to each question in turn. 

 

School Committee members posed a series of final questions, asking for additional details from school 

district staff regarding the special education positions at Hampton Meadows School, the Barrington 

Middle School construction project and the moratorium on new construction, school maintenance, 

communications, legal fees, and the transportation consultant.  

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the Budget Workshop at 9:45 

p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(2) for collective bargaining and litigation regarding Memorandum of Agreement with 

NEAB; and Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for discussion regarding the matter of security including 
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but not limited to the deployment of security personnel or devices.  The motion passed 5-0 

with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. Guida, and Dr. Shea voting in the 

affirmative for the motion.  

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 10:22 

p.m. and to seal the minutes.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Alessandro, Mr. Guida, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the Budget Workshop at 10:23 

p.m.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Alessandro, Mr. 

Guida, and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


