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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 02/20/14 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, February 20, 2014 at the 

Administration Building.  Mrs. Brody called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mrs. 

Brody, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon and Mr. Tarro.  Absent were Dr. 

Dominguez and Dr. Shea. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mrs. Dillon led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

There were no achievement recognitions presented at this time. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mrs. Brody stated that under Rhode Island law the Committee must identify personnel who will in 

effect be notified that their services could be terminated, and read the following statement: 

 

“It is our unhappy task to act tonight on the recommendation of the Superintendent regarding the 

non-renewal of the contracts of a substantial number of non-tenured and tenured teachers.  A few 

words are in order prior to undertaking this matter. 

 

Under Rhode Island law, non-tenured and tenured teachers whose services will not be required for 

the following school year must be notified of that fact on or before March 1.  In the absence of 

notice before March 1, a teacher’s contract is automatically renewed.  Obviously, as a Committee, 

we do not know with any certainty in February the extent to which lack of funding will necessitate 

curtailment of programs and staff during the next fiscal year.  This is a problem in the best of times.  

In these times of extreme financial uncertainty, the problem is correspondingly more difficult. 

 

Certainly, we owe a duty to the taxpayers to act in such a manner as will insure maximum 

flexibility to respond to cuts in state and local funding, should they occur.  For this reason, we will 

have to give notice to all teachers whose services may conceivably not be required next year.  We 

are hopeful, as we have advised the teachers involved, that a substantial number of them will end up 

teaching for us, but we must err on the side of caution. 

 

Under the ‘Teachers’ Tenure’ statute, a teacher who is notified that his or her contract will not be 

renewed may request a statement of cause for non-renewal.  This Committee will respond to such 

requests, of course, at the appropriate time.  Thereafter, the teacher may, if he or she desires, request 

a hearing before the full Committee in accordance with Section 16-13-4 of the statute. 

 

We will now proceed.  The Superintendent has recommended that the contracts of forty-three (43) 

teachers not be renewed for the 2014-2015 school year and that they be so notified.” 
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Mr. Guida moved and Mr. Fuller seconded to adopt the recommendation of the 

Superintendent and that the Superintendent be directed to notify the forty-three (43) 

teachers listed that their contracts will not be renewed for the 2014-2015 school year.  

The motion passed 3-0 with Mrs. Brody, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 
 

Mrs. Dillon provided an update on virtual learning opportunities in the District.  Mrs. Dillon’s 

presentation, available on the District website, included an overview of programs and opportunities at 

each grade level, the purposes of virtual learning and technology integration, and additional 

opportunities under review.  The Committee asked questions relating to virtual learning opportunities 

for Advanced Placement courses, the virtual course in financial literacy as a graduation requirement, the 

credit recovery program, and how students learn about virtual learning opportunities.  

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mrs. Amy Segal, of 185 New Meadow Road, requested a broader discussion on the Common Core State 

Standards be placed on a future meeting agenda. 

 

Mr. Joel Hellmann, of 13 Richmond Avenue, asked if the list of 43 teachers placed on the RIF list 

included tenured teachers.  Mr. Messore confirmed that some tenured teachers are included on the list. 

 

Mr. Scott Fuller, of 23 Belvedere Avenue, and School Committee member, stressed the importance of 

continuing the conversation on the Common Core State Standards, and questioned why the Committee 

continues to deny his request for an ongoing discussion.  Mr. Fuller shared email exchanges with the 

Superintendent on requests for the agenda item, and shared information on upcoming legislative 

hearings as well as data and evidence collected. 

 

Mr. Joel Hellmann, of 13 Richmond Avenue, stated that in the time he has served on nine committees 

and attended hundreds of meetings over the last 25 years, he has never heard of any committee member 

denied the opportunity to place an item on the meeting agenda. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mr. Tarro reported that the comprehensive proposed FY2014-2015 budget will be forwarded to the 

Committee on Appropriations on February 21.  Mrs. Brody, Mr. Tarro and Mr. Messore are scheduled 

to meet with the Committee on Appropriations on March 5.   

 

Mr. Messore provided an update on curricula implementation and the continued focus and two way 

dialogue to support educators and students.  Mrs. Dillon provided an overview of the professional 

development opportunities available for educators.  Mr. Messore and Mrs. Dillon will be visiting with 

PTOs meeting throughout the District to share information on the curricula implementation.  A student 

forum will also be held on March 14 to gather student input.  Mr. Messore shared the newly created 

Common Core Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) link that will be made available on the District 

website in the near future. 
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Old Business from School Committee 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

New Business from School Committee  

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Decision Items 

 

No items were presented for approval at this time. 

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

The Committee discussed the process for which agenda items are added to meeting agendas.  Mr. Fuller 

requested detailed information on when a Committee member has ever been denied a requested agenda 

item and requested that the Common Core State Standards be placed on a future agenda for discussion. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mr. Guida seconded to add the Common Core State Standards as a 

future agenda item. 

 

The Committee had voted in a recent meeting to have future discussions relating to the Common Core 

State Standards focus on curriculum implementation at the local District level.  Following a lengthy 

discussion, 

 

Mr. Fuller voted in the affirmative.  Mrs. Brody and Mr. Guida opposed.  The motion did 

not pass with a vote of 1-2.   

 

Mrs. Brody stated that the meeting agenda of March 6 will include approval of the 2014-2015 school 

calendar, updates on the Strategic Communication Plan and Governance Workshop, as well as a 

discussion on Committee attendance at the National School Boards Association 2014 Annual 

Conference on April 5-7. 

 

Mr. Fuller requested future agenda items relative to the Common Core State Standards to include 

financial analysis, K-3 Mathematics, and professional development costs. 

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on March 6 will feature 

presentations on library media and work-study programs. 
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General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, thanked the Committee for the podium now available for use 

during general public discussion.  For Committee consideration, Dr. Douglas suggested incorporating 

concerns into discussions without breaking down the process, and asked that ill intentions not be 

assumed, that the Committee wash away rhetoric, and that the Committee address issues that can be 

addressed while keeping communication open. 

 

Mr. Pamela Fuller, of 23 Belvedere Avenue, stressed the need to continue discussions on the concerns 

surrounding the Common Core State Standards and feels that the Committee acting prematurely in 

adopting their resolution in January.   

 

Mrs. Amy Segal, of 185 New Meadow Road, asked the Committee to consider adding the Common 

Core State Standards to future agendas to allow for public discussion, and asked about the reduction in 

homework worksheets and change seen in materials sent home that are completed in the classroom.  

Mrs. Dillon responded that the goal is to continue to do more authentic learning and that Math 

Workshops are being developed for elementary parents with additional information to follow in March.  

Mrs. Dillon added that after discussions with educators following the Rhode Island Department of 

Education forum on the Common Core State Standards on January 28, a change was made to homework 

at the elementary level. 

 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:55 p.m. 

and go into Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2) 

for collective bargaining and litigation with BEST.  Mrs. Brody and Mr. Guida voted in the 

affirmative.  Mr. Fuller opposed.  The motion to go into Executive Session did not pass with 

a vote of 2-1 due to a lack of a quorum for the Executive Session Mr. Fuller departed the 

meeting at 9:55pm.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

 


