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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 01/16/14 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, January 16, 2014 at the 

Administration Building.  Mrs. Brody called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida, Dr. Shea, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon and 

Mr. Tarro. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mrs. Debby Perugini led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements across the district: 

 

Barrington Middle School’s Robotics Team Overflow won the 1st Place Champion’s Award and the 1st 

Place Robot Performance Award at the State Championship.  Each team member also received a 

$20,000 scholarship to Roger Williams University.  Team members are 8th Graders: Riddhi Adhiya, 

Andrew Cooke, Theenash Kumar, Eliot Laidlaw, and Conor Mc Gartoll; and 7th Graders:  Kyle Villella 

and Sam Wohlever.  The team will next compete at the First LEGO League North American 

Championship or the First LEGO League International Open.  The second team, Tech-No-Logic placed 

13th out of 40 teams. 

 

Barrington Middle School 7th Grader Shiyuan Huang received a check for $100 as the local winner of 

the Patriot’s Pen essay contest titled What Patriotism Means to Me sponsored by the local Veterans of 

Foreign Wars (VFW) post. 

 

Barrington High School Reading Specialist Mark Davis, who is currently enrolled in a doctoral program 

at the University of Rhode Island and Rhode Island College, co-authored the article for Grades K-6 

reading teachers in the December 2013/January 2014 issue of Reading Today titled Visualizing Text: 

The New Literacy of Infographics. 

 

The blog post written by Nayatt School First Grade Teacher Candace Roberts titled The Right Response 

was chosen for publication in the Winter 2014 edition of the Responsive Classroom Newsletter.  This is 

Mrs. Roberts’ second article published in this newsletter. 

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning  

 

Barrington High School Math teachers Mr. Jason Appel and Mr. Mario Correia and Hampden Meadows 

School Math teacher Mrs. Patricia Tolento presented on An Hour of Code, an event designed to 

introduce students to Computer Science that was recently held in district.  Mr. Appel and Mrs. Tolento 

showed videos from the event, a one-hour self-driven activity, and shared the students’ excitement for 

learning code.  Mr. Correia also spoke about the high interest students have shown for computer science 

learning opportunities at the high school level and read a letter from a student sharing his experiences. 

 

Information and Proposals 
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Mr. Tarro provided the framework used in guiding the fiscal year 2014-2015 proposed budget.  Mr. 

Tarro highlighted return on investment items including per pupil expenditures, Advanced Placement 

courses, SAT data, and reviewed internal and external influences on the budget, and included items on 

how to accomplish a realistic budget for all stakeholders including using zero based budgeting.  

Questions from the Committee included how programs are being evaluated for full efficiency and the 

actual cost for the implementation of All Day Kindergarten.  Mr. Tarro noted that the targeted 

timeframe for budget submission to the Committee on Appropriations is the end of February. 

 

Mrs. Dillon presented an update on the new Science and Social Studies curriculum currently in 

development to align with the Common Core State Standards.  Mrs. Dillon overviewed the major 

changes and provided detail for the curriculum development at each grade level.  Questions from the 

Committee included the possibility of obtaining science kits through other sources other than from the 

East Bay Educational Collaborative, Science sequence at the High School, and the change to the Early 

Enrollment Program through Rhode Island College. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mrs. Cynthia Armour Coyne, Town Council liaison to the School Committee, shared that her colleague 

Mr. William DeWitt has agreed to serve as Town Council representative on the Building Committee. 

 

Mr. Tad Segal, of 185 New Meadow Road, urged the Committee to vote against the resolution on 

tonight’s meeting agenda in support of the Common Core State Standards.  Mr. Segal commended the 

great schools in Barrington and expressed his concern about the gamble on the unproven, untried set of 

standards. 

 

Mrs. Laura Larrivee, a Primrose Hill School parent, stated that both the Common Core State Standards 

and the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) testing are not 

proven effective.  Mrs. Larrivee noted that several states have rejected these initiatives and questioned 

why it is necessary for Barrington. 

 

Mrs. Susan Giordano, a concerned parent, asked why the public was only given two days’ notice of the 

resolution on tonight’s meeting agenda and urged the Committee to hold off on its vote until the Rhode 

Island Department of Education visits the district on January 28 for the public forum on the Common 

Core State Standards. 

 

Mr. Joel Hellmann, of 13 Richmond Avenue, stated his concerns for the fairness of the New England 

Common Assessment Program (NECAP) as a high school graduation requirement and guessed that the 

school budget may need to include a five percent capital increase in technology to accomplish PARCC 

testing in the district. 

 

Ms. Rosanne Sniderman, a Primrose Hill School parent, shared her observations of the evaporation for 

the love for learning due to the increase of stress placed on students, teachers, and parents with the 

Common Core State Standards. 

 

Mrs. Emily Conner, of 27 County Road, stated that she shares the same concerns as other parents 

present at the meeting and shared a story of a parent living in New York who is hesitant to relocate to 
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Barrington because of the implementation of the Common Core State Standards. 

 

Mrs. Kathy Crain, of 11 Briarfield Road, is in favor of national standards and feels the implementation 

of the curriculum is where the problem lies.  Mrs. Crain is also in favor of a full day Kindergarten 

program as a benefit to young students, especially with implementation of the Common Core. 

 

Mr. Fuller voiced his disappointment for the placement of a resolution in support of the Common Core 

State Standards on tonight’s meeting agenda. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the work of the All Day Kindergarten Task Force.  The recent 

meeting held on January 9 focused on review of the New Jersey model for best practices and a study 

done by Primrose Hill School Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Betty Stoner.  The Task Force’s next meeting 

will focus on facilities.  Mr. Messore anticipates that the cost of implementing the full day program will 

be presented at the February 5 School Committee meeting. 

 

Mrs. Brody reported that the School Committee is able to participate in the Massachusetts District 

Governance Support Project through a partnership with the Rhode Island Association of School 

Committees.  Following discussion, the Committee made the commitment to schedule five additional 

meeting dates on consecutive months for this governance workshop and to request availability of a 

consultant to facilitate the program. 

 

Mrs. Brody led the continued discussion on updating the School Committee page on the district website 

to provide a more welcoming appeal.  Draft language to replace the current wording on the webpage 

was provided to the Committee prior to the meeting.  Mrs. Brody asked Committee members to review 

the proposed changes and provide feedback to Mr. Messore for review at the next meeting. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Jennifer Brodeur and Kelsey 

Greineder, MS, Co-Advisors Drama Club.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for leave of absence for Kate Forbes, Speech 

Pathologist.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. 

Guida and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Tarro requested formal approval of the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Comprehensive Annual Financial 

Report.  Following discussion, 
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Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida and Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Messore reported on the district’s grant approval to participate in Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development testing.  The one-day test for 15-year-old students is expected to be 

completed during the month of March and will allow for Barrington High School students to see where 

they are in relation to their global counterparts. 

 

New Business from School Committee  

 

Mrs. Brody introduced a School Committee resolution in support of the Common Core State Standards 

as an opportunity to reaffirm the Committee’s commitment to the work in district related to the 

Common Core State Standards that were adopted in 2010.   

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adopt the resolution in support of the 

Common Core State Standards. 

 

Mr. Guida expressed his support for the Common Core State Standards, a process that he has followed 

for ten years, noting that the district has a lot of discretion on how the curriculum is implemented.  Dr. 

Dominguez stated her support for teachers and administration during implementation and that the new 

standards are what Rhode Island students need in order to be competitive internationally.  Dr. Shea also 

expressed his support of the resolution and the need to raise the bar for student expectations and 

continue support for the curriculum.  Mr. Fuller read a prepared statement in opposition to the resolution 

and read at length from several articles and reports on reasons the Common Core State Standards are 

developmentally unsound for students.  Mr. Connor stressed the need for change in order to not be 

outpaced by other countries.  Mrs. Brody noted that the district is on a path of continuous improvement.  

Following the lengthy discussion,  

 

The motion passed 4-1 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Guida and Dr. Shea voting 

in the affirmative for the motion.  Mr. Fuller opposed. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida and Dr. Shea voting in 

the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

In response to Mr. Fuller’s request for a future agenda item to include discussion on the district field trip 

policy, Mrs. Brody asked that the Policy Subcommittee review the field trip policy for possible 

amendment and report back to the School Committee. 
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Mrs. Brody reported that the request for a discussion on elementary enrichment and differentiated 

instruction, also made by Mr. Fuller, will be added to the January 23 meeting agenda. 

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the building principals will be present at the next regular meeting of the 

School Committee on Thursday, January 23 for budget input. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted that the Town Charter Review Commission meeting will be held on January 27.  The 

School Committee and Town Council have been invited to attend the meeting for discussion relative to 

the Financial Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the community forum on Common Core Outreach presented by the Rhode 

Island Department of Education and sponsored by the Barrington Education Foundation will be held on 

January 28 at 7:00 p.m. in the Barrington High School Auditorium. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, noted the need to work harder on the district communication 

plan that would allow for better communication and used the example that the Common Core State 

Standards could be viewed as the floor, and not the ceiling.  As a parent, Dr. Douglas requested that the 

future discussion on differentiated instruction focus on how to support students in exceeding the 

standards. 

 

Mrs. Kathy Crain, of 11 Briarfield Road, requested that more information be provided to parents on how 

to access information on Aspen X2, especially with progress reports now only available on that site. 

 

  

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

11:12 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws 

Section 42-46-5(a)(1) for personnel; Section 42-46-5(a)(1) for Superintendent 

evaluation; Section 42-46-5(a)(2) for collective bargaining and litigation with BEST; 

Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for discussion relative to school buildings security issues; and 

Section 42-46-5(a)(8) for discussion relative to student disciplinary hearings.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida and Dr. 

Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 11:30 

p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion passed 5-0 

with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida and Dr. Shea voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 11:31 

p.m.  The motion passed 5-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida and 

Dr. Shea voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


