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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Tuesday, October 29, 2013 at 

the Administration Building.  Mrs. Brody called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were 

Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon, Mrs. 

Miller and Mr. Tarro.  Absent was Dr. Shea. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted that Dr. Shea was absent from the meeting to attend a memorial service for the 

Bryant University student who recently died in a tragic car accident.  Dr. Shea is Bryant’s Assistant 

Vice President for Teaching and Learning, and Director of the First Year Experience. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mrs. Patricia Adams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

There were no achievement recognitions presented at this time. 

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning  

 

Mrs. Dillon and Director of Technology Mrs. Katie Miller provided a presentation on the 

Unconference model used during the Professional Development Day held on September 30 that 

utilized the use of devices issued to educators combined with teaching and learning.  The 

Unconference featured 47 different sessions and allowed for educators to collaborate among their 

peers.  The day was documented on video by Mr. John West’s Barrington High School Video 

Production Class and is available for viewing on the Eagle News Network.  The presentation was 

followed by questions from the Committee on feedback, future use of the Unconference model in 

district, and how educators have taken what they are learning back to their classrooms. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore provided an overview of the district’s Lead, Educate and Promote the Profession 

(LEAPP) Initiative.  The initiative, aimed to recognize and reward teachers who demonstrate 

exemplary performance, was made available to the district through a grant opportunity by the 

Rhode Island Department of Education that awarded grants to two districts.  The focus of the 

initiative is to build leadership capacity through training teacher leaders and explore compensation 

models.  Through a Request for Proposal, the district selected Ms. Brenda Clark and Ms. Denise 

Holliday as the district’s LEAPP facilitators who helped develop a two-tier system to define the 

teacher leader cohorts for aspiring and designated teacher leaders.  Mrs. Dillon overviewed the 

teacher leader standards and strategies to help improve student achievement, all of which are 

aligned to the district’s Strategic Plan and grounded in the schools’ Professional Learning 

Community (PLC).  The Committee asked questions relative to student outcomes and compensation 

for educators linked to the initiative, as well on the PLC model today versus when it was first 
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introduced in the district.  The School Committee will hold a workshop with Ms. Clark on 

November 19. 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Barrington High School Principal Mr. Joseph Hurley and Guidance 

Department Chair Mrs. Toni Corry who provided an update on Naviance, the web-based planning 

and advising system that the High School Guidance Department has incorporated into their work to 

help students explore colleges and careers.  Mrs. Corry overviewed strategies in place to optimize 

the use of Naviance, program features, changes made to the multi-step system associated with the 

Common Application, and research compiled from dialogue with other school districts including  

LaSalle Academy, Lincoln, Rhode Island, and Westwood, Massachusetts.  The presentation was 

followed by discussion and questions on the percentage of student use of Naviance, benefits of the 

program for students choosing a career versus college, and obtaining feedback from students and 

families.  Mrs. Brody requested that additional data be provided on student engagement with the 

Guidance Department, specifically capturing data to track the number of student visits with 

guidance counselors, and the Committee requested information relative to the extent to which 

Naviance is adding value to the guidance program. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the All Day Kindergarten Task Force held its first meeting today.  The 

Task Force has begun to build the needs for implementation of the full day program.  Those include 

meeting state and federal regulations, review of enrollment data including current Grade 1 

enrollment, facilities, personnel, transportation, and supplies and materials, with a goal to build a 

solid budget number by mid-year.  The Task Force will review the New Jersey Kindergarten 

Implementation Guidelines as established by the New Jersey Department of Education Division of 

Early Childhood Education for best practices.  Following questions from the Committee, Mr. 

Messore noted that the timeline for the district is in line with timelines used in other districts, and 

that a communication plan will be developed to share information specifically with the 

Kindergarten community and will include an update for parents who are unable to attend report out 

sessions at the K-3 schools.     

 

Mr. Tarro distributed a revised draft of the charge and fiscal management of the Building 

Committee for review.  The Committee read the draft charge aloud and discussion ensued on 

language relative to change orders and the approval process.  The Committee agreed to accept the 

charge in draft form to allow the Building Committee to reconvene and requested that the 

Administration provide additional frame of reference information.  The Committee will revisit the 
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draft document in the near future to finalize the charge.  Mrs. Brody opened the floor to questions 

and comments from the audience.  Mr. Joel Hellmann, 13 Richmond Avenue, noted that the Town 

Charter states that the School Committee shall not have the power of deficit spending.  Mr. Guida 

assured Mr. Hellmann that the language in the draft charge does not contradict the Town Charter.   

 

Mrs. Brody reported that the Strategic Communication Subcommittee is scheduled to meet on 

November 6 to review the district communication draft plan with the goal to present it for School 

Committee review and approval on November 14. 

 

Due to Dr. Shea’s absence, the Committee agreed to table the discussions on Superintendent 

Evaluation and Governance Workshop Scheduling to the next meeting. 

 

As follow up to the discussion held at the October 17 meeting regarding technology device 

allocation for Central Office Administrators and curricula delivery, Mr. Messore reviewed the next 

steps of the technology plan that includes device allocation to support the curriculum area of 

Physical Education and Health consistent with the purchase plan and schedule for the procurement 

of additional devices.   

 

School Committee policies on Appeals, Diploma Waiver, and Free and Reduced-Price Meals and/or 

Free Milk were read aloud for a Second Reading and Approval by the Committee. 

 

Following discussion,  

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adopt the policy on Appeals.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting 

in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adopt the policy on Diploma 

Waiver.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adopt the policy on Free and 

Reduced-Price Meals and/or Free Milk.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

At 10:10 p.m., Mrs. Brody called for a motion to move the second opportunity for General Public 

Discussion and Information to this portion of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to move the second opportunity for 

General Public Discussion and Information to this portion of the meeting.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

 



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 4 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 10/29/13 
 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Brian Delaire, HS, Robotics Club 

Advisor.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the resignation of Doug Walker, HS, Freshman Boys 

Basketball Head Coach.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

Mrs. Brody led the discussion on the Committee’s invitation to join the Barrington Charter Review 

Commission for testimony at its meeting on November 18.  Charter Review Commission Chair Mr. 

Jeffrey Brenner had requested that the School Committee consider November 20 and December 9 

as alternate dates for that meeting, as some School Committee members have a schedule conflict for 

November 18.  Mrs. Levesque will coordinate logistics for School Committee availability on those 

dates. 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the district has over 700 registered volunteers, all of which are required 

to undergo a background check to comply with state law.  Mrs. Tracey Orchard, the district’s 

Volunteer Coordinator, maintains volunteer information to assure the district remains in compliance 

with all state regulations.  Mr. Messore will provide additional volunteer data at the next meeting. 

 

Following the Barrington Middle School presentation on Science NECAP at the October 17 

meeting, Mr. Fuller suggested that the district consider adoption of a district wide elimination of 

zero grade policy.  Mr. Messore noted that the Administration is considering the topic as a future 

Professional Learning Community initiative and the Committee agreed to continue discussion later 

in the academic year. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting 

in the affirmative for the motion. 
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Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on Thursday, 

November 14 will feature an update on the Summer School Program, the TenMarks Mathematics 

program, and Technology. 

 

Mr. Guida requested that the next meeting agenda include information on the Barrington High 

School Guidance Department engagement with students. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted that the Citizens’ Scholarship Foundation Fall Fundraiser will be held on 

November 4.  All Committee members are encouraged to attend to support this community 

organization that has been providing scholarships to Barrington students for over fifty years. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

 

Due to Dr. Shea’s absence, the Committee agreed to table the Executive Session relating to the 

Superintendent Evaluation to the next meeting. 

 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:32 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws 

Section 42-26-5(a)(2) for Collective Bargaining and Litigation with BEST and Section 

42-46-5(a)(3) for discussion relative to school buildings security issues.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

10:54 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:55 p.m.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and 

Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


