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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, October 17, 2013 at 

the Administration Building.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Present were Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon 

and Mr. Tarro. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Faculty and staff present led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements across the district: 

 

The Barrington Middle School Technology Education Program, led by Industrial Technology 

teachers Mr. Gary Monuteaux and Ms. Cheryl DelSanto, was recognized as Outstanding Program of 

the Year by the Rhode Island Technology and Engineering Education Association.  Mr. Monuteaux 

was also nominated for Rhode Island Technology and Engineering Educator of the Year.  

 

Students at Hampden Meadows, Nayatt, Primrose Hill, and Sowams schools participated in 

International Walk to School Day on October 9.  The annual event raises awareness on the need to 

create safer routes to schools for students walking and bicycling to school. 

 

Fifth Grader Alexandra Maddock-Mark finished first in the Hampden Meadows School Summer 

Shape Up program.  Students participating in the summer program were asked to keep a reading 

log, write reflections on how the books shaped them, and work on TenMarks. 

 

Mrs. Suzanne Costa, Barrington High School Library Media Specialist and K-12 Library 

Department Head, has earned a Doctorate of Education in Organizational Leadership and 

Communications from Northeastern University. 

 

Mr. Messore thanked the Primrose Hill School staff and students for maintaining an orderly and 

productive school day on October 16 while the school experienced damage to the ceiling in the 

hallway near the library from a burst water pipe.  For the safety of students and staff, the school 

closed on October 17-18 to allow for repair to the damage.  Mr. Messore thanked all involved for 

their help.  Dr. Shea commended Mr. Messore on his leadership in dealing with the situation. 

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning  

 

Mr. Messore introduced Barrington High School Principal Mr. Joseph Hurley and Vice Principals 

Mr. Edward Daft and Ms. Nicole Varone, who provided an update on the Response to Intervention 

(RTI) program.  Mr. Hurley outlined the academic supports in place under the Professional 

Learning Community (PLC) model in Tier One of the program that include the High School’s 

Academic Learning Center and increased parent communication through Aspen X2.  Mr. Daft and 
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Ms. Varone, co-chairs of the Intervention Team, outlined Tier Two supports where student specific 

needs are targeted and strategies used for problem solving in collaboration with the Guidance 

Department and the Math and Reading Specialists.  Mr. Hurley also provided an overview of the 

summer program available to students.  Questions from the Committee included utilization rate for 

the Academic Learning Center, transition to Aspen X2 and data on parent access, the process for 

student attendance, and mechanisms in place for parent feedback on interventions. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

As a follow up to the overview of the 2013 Science NECAP district scores for Grades 4, 8, and 11 

presented at the October 3 meeting, building administrators and curriculum leaders from the K-5 

schools were present to provide information on how their schools analyze NECAP scores and use 

the data to improve student achievement.  Hampden Meadows Principal Mrs. Tracey McGee and 

Grade 4 Teacher and K-5 Science Coordinator Mrs. Carrie Clegg reviewed the testing proficiency 

rates over the years, changes to the inquiry task and skill assessed for Grade 4, and the need to 

increase inquiry studies for students.  Barrington Middle School Principal Dr. Andrew Anderson 

and Science Teacher and Curriculum Leader Mr. Peter McFarland outlined their plan to focus on 

specific strategies across all grades to meet the Barrington Middle School target for all students to 

reach 70% proficiency, including the elimination of zero for any test or homework assignment. 

Barrington High School Principal Mr. Joseph Hurley and Science Teacher and Department Chair 

Dr. Diana Siliezar-Shields overviewed the High School’s science sequence, scores over time, 

strategies to address students’ inquiry skills, and next steps to embed curriculum using Next 

Generation Science Standards.  The presentation was followed by a lengthy discussion and 

questions from the Committee relating to online tutorial Earth Science studies, science course 

sequencing in comparison to other districts, how to strengthen the focus on and exposure to inquiry 

for Grades K-12, analyzing individual testing data, the articulation of the Grades K-3 science 

curriculum with Grades 4-5, and the Professional Learning Community (PLC) philosophy relating 

to science across the district.  Dr. Shea opened the floor to questions and comments from the 

audience.  Dr. Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, applauded the district’s efforts to increase 

students’ inquiry skills and commented on the benefits of students learning to ask ‘why’ beginning 

in Kindergarten.  Mrs. Kathy Crain, of 11 Briarfield Road, echoed Dr. Douglas’ comments and 

stressed the importance of science for Grades K-3. 

 

Mr. Messore presented a matrix tool, in its early stages of development, for potential use in 

program evaluation for the district as part of the Strategic Plan’s Year Two goal.  The matrix is 

modeled after a Strategic Abandonment Tool that is used in Texas and was provided by Mr. Fuller 

and initial work has been done to consider use of this matrix to measure the impact on student 

learning.  A reference formula to measure the Academic Return on Investment for programs, 

provided by Mrs. Brody, may be used with the matrix as an effective measurement tool to inform 

change in the district and guide budget discussions.  Questions from the Committee included how 

different level of courses at the High School and Middle School would be defined for evaluation, 

and how the matrix would be applied to Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 
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General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the All Day Kindergarten Task Force, whose work will focus on the 

transition to a full day program, is scheduled to hold its first meeting on October 29.  The task force 

currently consists of members of the administration and educators and will expand in the future to 

include community input. 

 

Prior to tonight’s meeting, Mr. Tarro provided the Committee with a draft copy of the charge and 

fiscal management of the Building Committee for review.  The Committee agreed to review the 

charge for discussion at the next School Committee meeting. 

 

Dr. Shea thanked Committee members and Mr. Messore for submitting completed individual 

Superintendent Appraisal Instruments.  The information received will be compiled and reviewed in 

a future Executive Session. 

 

Dr. Shea stated that the Committee’s Governance Workshop will be targeted for a Thursday 

evening in the coming weeks.  Discussion ensued on whether the workshop should be held after the 

Committee’s organizational meeting scheduled for December 5. 

 

Following discussion, the Committee agreed to move the Second Reading and Approval of the 

policies on Appeals, Diploma Waiver, and Free and Reduced-Price Meals and/or Free Milk to the 

next meeting. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointments of: 

 

Bryan Caswell, HS, Talon Advisor 

Christopher Keller, HS, Assistant Coach Girls Basketball, (Head JV) 

William LaBelle, HS, Head Coach Boys Lacrosse 

 

The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
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Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the resignation of Gavin Nicol, HS, Robotics Club 

Advisor.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the recommendation of 

the Superintendent with respect to the request for home schooling for the named 

individual.  The student name was not identified publicly.  The motion passed 5-0 with 

Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 
 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the status of the new Educator Evaluation model created by the 

Rhode Island Department of Education for implementation beginning with the 2013-2014 academic 

year.  The Administration continues to provide educators with support throughout the process 

relative to the Common Core, curriculum development, and Student Learning Objectives 

development for educators.  Guidance Department and support staff evaluation models are currently 

being reviewed by the Administration 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

Mrs. Brody led the discussion on technology device allocation for Central Office Administrators 

and curricula delivery and requested clarification relative to the allocation plan after learning that 

not all educators in curricula areas have received devices .  Mr. Messore reported that the focus 

remains on curriculum development and implementation and the most effective allocation of the 

$275,000 technology funds.  Next steps are to support the use of highly effective devices in the 

classrooms and review the device allocation for educators who have not yet received devices.  Mr. 

Messore also clarified that not all Central Office personnel were issued devices.  More information 

will be made available at the next meeting. 

 

Mrs. Brody shared information on a practice used in a district in Wisconsin that was initiated by a 

School Board to touch base with the district’s most recent graduating class.  The initiative, held 

annually in December following graduation, allows for the opportunity to obtain feedback from 

students on how well the district prepared them for college or post graduate workforce career.  Mrs. 

Brody proposed consideration of this type of initiative for the district to include use of an electronic 

survey to broaden the scope.  Following discussion, Dr. Shea asked for a proposal from the Central 

Office Administrators for a similar initiative for the district.  

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
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Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on Tuesday, October 

29 will feature an update on Naviance data and the Lead, Educate and Promote the Profession 

initiative. 

 

Mr. Guida requested that a future agenda include discussion on the possibility of exploring an 

International Baccalaureate program for the district. 

 

Mrs. Brody requested that the invitation to provide testimony at a future meeting that was extended 

to the Committee by the Charter Review Commission be added to the next meeting’s agenda. 

 

Dr. Dominguez again requested a future meeting agenda include a discussion on background 

checks. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, as a representative to the PTO, asked when the 

community would hear updates from the School Committee subcommittees on All Day 

Kindergarten, Technology, and Strategic Communication. 

 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:31 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to R.I. General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(3) for discussion regarding school buildings security issues.  The motion passed 5-

0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

10:36 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:37 p.m.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


