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BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 10/03/13 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, October 3, 2013 at 

the Administration Building.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  Present were Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Guida, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon and Mr. 

Tarro.  Absent was Mr. Fuller. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

The building principals present led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore announced the following achievements across the district: 

 

Six Barrington High School students have earned the distinction of National Merit Scholarship 

semifinalists, the largest number of students who have earned this honor at a public high school in 

Rhode Island.  They include: School Committee Student Representative Timothy Connor, Cassidy 

Laidlaw, Emma Margulies, Megan Verner-Crist, Cecilia Yao and Nicholas Zimmerman. 

   

Hampden Meadows 4
th

 Grade Teacher Mrs. Carrie Clegg and Hampden Meadows 5
th

 Grade 

Teacher Mrs. Jennifer Reynolds have both been selected to receive the Audubon Society’s 2013 

Educator of the Year Award. 

 

The Sowams School was featured in ecoRI News for their recycling efforts in a recent article titled 

“School’s Food-Waste Problem Tumbles Away”.  The school’s waste-reduction program, led by 

second grade teacher Mrs. Carroll Garland, has reduced the daily lunchroom trash from 70 pounds 

to 15 pounds a day since the program began eight years ago.  The school also maintains 18 raised 

garden beds and donates the food to the East Bay Community Action Program.   

 

Fourth graders Penelope Twining and Ilhiana Gomez Del Campo wrote essays last year as part of 

the new Common Core State Standards genre for third graders and sent them to the White House.  

“Pledge for Veg” written by Miss Twining, advocates for vegetarian choices in school lunches, and 

“Let's Speak It!” written by Miss Gomez Del Campo advocates for learning another language in 

elementary school.  In response, the students received a letter and photos from the White House. 

 

Barrington High School Football Coach Bill McCagney will be inducted into the Providence 

Gridiron Club Hall of Fame in November.  Coach McCagney has also been nominated as a state 

finalist in USA TODAY’s Best High School Football Coach contest. 

 

The National Scholastic Athletics Foundation recently recognized Barrington High School Girls 

Cross Country Coach Annmarie Marino as its Coach of the Week. 

 

http://www.ecori.org/green-groups/2013/9/9/schools-food-waste-problem-tumbles-away.html
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The Barrington High School Art Club, whose members participated in the Providence Rotary 

Club’s Street Painting Festival at the skating rink in downtown Providence, won second place in the 

High School category for their artwork.   

 

Mrs. Brody commended the faculty for the tremendous amount of work invested at home and at 

school with regard to the new Common Core State Standards curriculum, as evident by the 

dedication shown at the district’s recent school Open Houses. 

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning  

 

Mr. Messore introduced Nayatt School 1
st
 Grade Teacher Mrs. Candace Roberts, and Primrose Hill 

School 3
rd

 Grade Teacher Mrs. Janet Provost, who presented on the Responsive Classroom 

approach aimed to increase academic achievement and student engagement in the elementary 

grades.  Both certified Responsive Classroom trainers for the district, Mrs. Roberts and Mrs. 

Provost have trained approximately 40 teachers in district during professional development days.  A 

video was presented outlining key practices of the approach that also supports many district goals. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Tarro reported on the district enrollment as of October 3.  The report included the NESDEC 

enrollment projections (3,300), the budgeted number for the 2013-2014 fiscal year (3,337) and the 

current actual enrollment total (3,318).  Mr. Tarro also provided a breakdown of the enrollment 

numbers by school.  When the district receives the 2013-2014 enrollment projections report from 

NESDEC in the coming weeks, additional information will be provided to the Committee. 

 

Mrs. Dillon provided a general overview of the 2013 Science NECAP district scores for Grades 4, 

8, and 11 that included comparisons to previous years and nearby districts.  Additional, in-depth 

data will be provided through school curriculum leaders at the next School Committee.  Next 

Generation Science Standards (NGSS), aligned with the Common Core State Standards and aimed 

at better preparing students for science careers, will replace the grade level and grade span 

expectations currently tested through NECAP.  Mrs. Dillon provided information on the district 

status relative to curriculum work and professional development for NGSS.  The presentation was 

followed by discussion and questions from the Committee including tracking individual student 

scoring data over time, transitioning to NGSS testing, curriculum initiatives, and consideration for 

participation in a grant through the Ballard Learning Program. 

 

Mr. Messore and Mrs. Dillon presented the BPS Accountability Report based on fall 2012 NECAP 

data.  The new approach to school measurement includes building based targets.  Mrs. Dillon 

overviewed the measures used in scoring and the 2012 proficiency percentage and classification for 

each school in the district, as well as areas of focus and next steps.  Questions from the Committee 

included the rationale for the lower level of student achievement at specific grade levels, impact of 

work with the continuous improvement process, collaboration with East Bay Educational 

Collaborative (EBEC) to look at work of other Rhode Island districts, and reviewing similar 

educational accountability systems in other states.   
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General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mrs. Cynthia Armour Coyne, Town Council liaison to the School Committee, welcomed School 

Committee members to join the town’s annual Harvest Stroll celebration on October 5 at Town Hall. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

As follow up to previous discussions, Mr. Tarro provided the Committee with a FY12 Uniform 

Chart of Accounts (UCOA) report for grounds maintenance, snow removal and treatment, and 

garbage removal for district services in comparison to other districts throughout the state.  

Discussion ensued on how UCOA data can vary from district to district depending on how the 

services are being provided in-house versus subcontractor. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Messore reported that implementation of an All Day Kindergarten program beginning mid-year 

has been explored and is not feasible for the district.  The focus will remain on implementation of a 

full-day program beginning with the 2014-2015 school year.  The district is in the process of 

submitting a grant proposal to the Rhode Island Department of Education with a projected grant 

total amount of $150,000.  This grant was made possible by the efforts of Representative Joy Hearn 

who authored a bill enacted into law that allocates state funds for full-day kindergarten.  Discussion 

ensued on parent involvement on the All Day Kindergarten Task Force. 

 

Mr. Tarro provided a facilities update to the Committee prior to the meeting that included the Stage 

II Immediate Health and Safety Projects and Middle School Project.  Mr. Tarro noted that the next 

steps for the Building Committee include establishing a new charge from the Committee and 

consideration of retaining the services of an owner representative to oversee construction projects.  

Mr. Tarro will present a draft charge for review at the next School Committee meeting and more 

information on the status of the owner representative at a future meeting.  Mrs. Dillon provided 

perspective on the recently completed middle school building project in East Greenwich and that 

district’s favorable experience with the engagement of an owner representative. 

 

Following a brief discussion on the Superintendent Appraisal Instrument previously distributed to 

the Committee, Dr. Shea recommended that Mr. Messore and Committee members individually 

complete the evaluation document and submit it to Dr. Shea on or before the next School 

Committee meeting on October 17.  Results will be compiled by Dr. Shea and shared in a future 

Executive Session. 

 

Dr. Shea provided an update on the availability of Bryant University’s Hassenfeld Institute for 

Public Leadership to facilitate the Committee’s Governance Workshop.  An option presented was to 

hold the workshop on October 17 and change the date of the regularly scheduled October 17 School 

Committee meeting; the Committee agreed instead to pursue alternate dates in November for the 

workshop. 
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New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the resignations of outside classroom responsibilities 

for Kevin Blanchard as High School Talon Advisor, and Lori-Jean Mason as Middle 

School Drama Program Advisor.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, 

Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept the retirement, with regret,  

of Gary Monuteaux, Middle School Industrial Arts Teacher in June 2014.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Tarro had, prior to the meeting, provided a confidential financial summary report to the 

Committee that included areas of interest and concern that continue to be monitored as well as 

information relative to the potential budgetary impact of the Affordable Care Act for permanent and 

temporary employees. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

School Committee policies on Appeals, Diploma Waiver, and Free and Reduced-Price Meals and/or 

Free Milk were presented and every policy was read aloud for a first reading by the Committee.  

The Committee discussed and recommended changes for the policies.  The three policies will be 

amended per the suggested changes by the Committee and presented for a second reading and 

formal approval at the next School Committee meeting.   

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in 

the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Dr. Dominguez suggested that a future agenda include discussion on background checks and how 

the information received is used by the district. 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on Thursday, October 

17 will feature an update on Science NECAP scores and evaluation of programs. 

 

Mr. Messore stated that Brenda Clark will be in district and available to meet with the School 

Committee on Tuesday, November 19. 
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General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mrs. Kathy Crain, of 11 Briarfield Road, expressed her concern for the current Kindergarten 

students, including her children, who she feels are not getting the experience the full day would 

give them.  Mr. Messore assured her that the Administration, principals and Kindergarten teachers 

continue their focus on supporting curricula and instruction and that a plan is under consideration 

for the temporary employment of personnel to provide additional support for the current 

Kindergarten program at the K-3 schools. 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, inquired as to new School Committee subcommittees that 

may call for community participation and asked that consideration be made to create more specific 

meeting agendas.  Mr. Messore noted that there are no new initiatives that require subcommittee 

work and subcommittees created last year continue their work.  Dr. Douglas also inquired as to 

consideration of the future potential of a change in school start times as bus schedules are reviewed 

for the possible implementation of All Day Kindergarten. 

 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:09 

p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to R.I. General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) 

for Personnel and Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for discussion regarding school buildings 

security issues.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and 

Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

10:32 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:33 

p.m.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


