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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Tuesday, September 3, 2013 at 

the Administration Building.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon 

and Mr. Tarro. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Gino Sangiuliano led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore congratulated Barrington High School for ranking number one on the High School 

Report Card by Rhode Island Monthly in its September 2013 issue.  Mr. Guida highlighted 

Barrington High School’s high SAT scores in all categories as well as its 97% SAT participation 

rate, and thanked the Administration, faculty, students and parents for this achievement. 

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning  

 

Mr. Messore introduced Mr. Gino Sangiuliano, Enrichment Specialist/Literacy Coach at Primrose 

Hill School, who had been on leave of absence from the district the previous two academic years to 

serve as an Induction Coach with the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE).  Mr. 

Sangiuliano provided information on the recent EdtechRI2 Unconference held on August 2 in 

Barrington High School’s library, attended by nearly 60 educators throughout 15 different districts.  

Unconferences are participant-driven gatherings featuring open discussions where the agenda is 

created by the attendees as they arrive at the event.  Future opportunities for participation include 

the EdtechRI Meetup, EdCampRI, another unconference to be scheduled in November, and the 

RIDE Technology Conference which will include Mrs. Dillon and Mrs. Katie Miller, the district’s 

Director of Technology, as presenters.  Discussion ensued on the use of technology in classrooms 

and student use of their own devices, specifically at Barrington High School, per the district’s 

recently adopted Technology Resources Responsible Use policy. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Mr. George Finn, Director of Athletics and Student Activities, who 

provided an update on the district’s athletic programs and student activities.  Mr. Finn displayed the 

new Eagles logo designed by the Barrington Boosters and noted that the district has the most 

athletic programs in Rhode Island with 26 varsity teams, and a total of 46 athletic teams overall 

with 637 student athletes.  The presentation included team and individual achievements over the 

past year and information on the unified sports program.  The student activities program, described 

as an extension of the classroom, includes 38 clubs and more than 700 student participants.  

Following questions from the Committee, discussion ensued on the creation of new clubs, athletic 

programs and student activities at the elementary and middle school levels, efforts to encourage 

high school freshmen participation in athletics and student activities and the number of faculty 
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serving as advisors and coaches.  Mrs. Patricia Adams, of 17 Wildflower Road, inquired as to the 

district wide policy for the use of school buildings for after school activities.  

 

Mr. Messore provided an update on the Strategic Plan SmartSheet, the internal working document 

used for measuring progress of the action steps outlined in the district’s Strategic Plan.  Mr. 

Messore reviewed year one that includes 39 action steps and suggested scheduling a workshop for 

the Committee with Administrators to review the Strategic Plan.  Dr. Shea led the discussion on 

shifting the original prioritization of  items due to the current overload in years one and two of the 

Strategic Plan.  Mrs. Brody noted the importance of student input and inquired about the status of 

the curriculum for the advisory program at Barrington High School.  Mr. Joseph Hurley, Principal 

at Barrington High School, responded that the Advisory Program is in transition now and that the 

position has been posted for the High School Advisory Coordinator.    

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Megan Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, commented on the bus schedule for Barrington Middle 

School of which her son is on the first stop at 6:46 a.m.  During the first week of school no one was 

on the second or third stops and instead there was a long line of cars to drop off their children at 

school.  With a big decision to be made on All Day Kindergarten that will adjust bus schedules, Dr. 

Douglas suggested it might be appropriate to also discuss what other factors might affect 

transportation issues in district. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Tarro provided the Committee with an updated listing of contracts for services for FY2010-

FY2013.  As the Committee prepares for budget discussions, Dr. Dominguez requested that 

additional information be provided on Uniform Chart of Accounts (UCOA) data collected by RIDE 

on per pupil expenditures as well as proportion spending to allow for further in-depth comparison 

on how Barrington expenditures compare to other districts.  Mr. Guida, while in favor of Dr. 

Dominguez’s suggestion, noted that it is not always feasible to compare UCOA data.  Mr. Tarro 

indicated that he will review the categories identified by Dr. Dominguez in detail for snow plowing, 

groundskeeping, rubbish disposal and physicians.  Mr. Fuller stressed the importance of purposeful 

abandonment, cost savings wherever possible and suggested consideration of consolidation of 

services between the school district and the Town of Barrington.  Discussion ensued on possible 

cost savings with continued increase of technology implementation in the district. 

 

Mr. Messore and Mrs. Dillon provided an update on All Day Kindergarten and announced that the 

Task Force will be meeting on September 16.  A consistent schedule district wide for all 

kindergarten students has been established to include a morning meeting and blocks of time for 

multiple learning components including literacy, numeracy, science inquiry and social activity.  
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Recent meetings with educators and administrators have focused on plans for support, use of 

common planning time, examining instructional shifts and evaluating social emotional needs of 

kindergarten students.  Mr. Guida led the discussion relative to the Committee’s consideration of 

submitting a Letter to the Editor to the press since the Committee’s news release announcing its 

plan for the All Day Kindergarten Task Force had not yet been published in the Barrington Times.   

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to allow Dr. Shea, as School 

Committee Chair, to revise the Committee’s All Day Kindergarten Task Force press 

release into a Letter to the Editor format and submit it to the Barrington Times for 

publication.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Dr. Shea reported on the follow-up conversation he has had with Bryant University’s Hassenfeld 

Institute for Public Leadership regarding their availability to facilitate the Committee’s Governance 

Workshop.  Based on the Committee’s availability, the workshop will most likely take place in 

November on a Thursday evening that is not scheduled for a regular School Committee meeting.  

Mr. Fuller distributed copies of the National School Boards Association’s Code of Ethics for 

School Board Members policy as a possible guide. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointments of: 

 

Jennifer Brodeur, MS, English 

Jennifer Howard, SO, Kindergarten, Part-time 

Danielle Teoli, MS, Math  

 

The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the resignation of Philip Kennally, Custodian.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the recommendation of 

the Superintendent with respect to the requests for home schooling for the two named 

individuals.  The student names were not identified publicly.  The motion passed 5-0 

with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

New Business from School Committee 
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A Superintendent Appraisal Instrument and Timeline developed by the Lincoln, Nebraska Public 

Schools District and presented in a best practice session at the 2012 National School Boards 

Association Annual Conference had been distributed to the Committee and Mr. Messore for 

reference prior to the meeting.  The Committee was asked to review the document as a possible 

instrument for use in district and provide feedback to Dr. Shea.  Discussion ensued on the 

availability of an instrument for evaluating central leadership through Race to the Top. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

As the district finished hiring for the new school year, Mr. Tarro continues to monitor staffing 

levels as it relates to the budget as well as out of district tuition, a line item that is approximately 

$400,000 over budget.  Mr. Tarro noted that two out of district placements accounted for 

approximately half of the $400,000 increase and efforts are being made to review categories to 

offset the increase. 

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mrs. Brody requested that future agenda items include strategic planning and an update on All Day 

Kindergarten implementation. 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on Thursday, October 

3 will feature NESDEC enrollment data, an update on Science NECAP and Next Generation 

Science Standards, and a School Accountability Update.  Mr. Messore noted that an overview of the 

structure of the Central Office will be added to the October 3 agenda. 

 

Dr. Shea noted that dates for the district’s Open Houses for the month of September have been 

circulated to the Committee. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

9:30 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to R.I. General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(1) for Personnel; Section 42-46-5(a)(2) for Collective Bargaining and Litigation 

with NEAB, non-union personnel, and administrators; and Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for 

discussion regarding school buildings security issues.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative 

for the motion. 



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 5 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 09/03/13 

 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

10:14 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken in Executive 

Session.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller 

and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mr. Fuller seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:15 

p.m.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller 

and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 


