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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 08/07/13 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Wednesday, August 7, 2013 at 

the Administration Building.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Present were Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Guida, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro.  Absent 

were Mr. Fuller and Mrs. Dillon. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Connor led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

There were no achievement recognitions at this time. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

No presentations were made at this time. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mr. John Alessandro, of 15 Meadowbrook Drive, asked the Committee to make full day 

kindergarten a top priority as it continues to be an important program wanted by the community.  

Mr. Alessandro also expressed his appreciation for the TenMarks program, noting that it has been a 

great addition for students during the summer months. 

 

Mrs. Kathleen Gantz, of 19 Half Mile Road, asked if the All Day Kindergarten Task Force had 

begun meeting.  Mr. Messore stated that the district has begun planning for All Day Kindergarten 

with initial meetings with elementary principals and kindergarten teachers, and will expand to 

include review of facilities, transportation, curriculum, and parent feedback.  The Committee agreed 

that an update on All Day Kindergarten will be a standing agenda item.  Mrs. Gantz encouraged the 

Superintendent and the Committee to reach out to parents supportive of the program to use as a 

marketing piece to the rest of the town. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Tarro provided a brief building update on the Barrington Middle School after review and 

discussions with colleagues in East Greenwich of their school building model.  A future bid will be 

placed for an owner rep to help guide the Building Committee and interviews are expected to begin 

in mid-September.  Walkthroughs will also be done for all school buildings in district to keep 

consideration of their needs during this process. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Connor read aloud the draft press release announcing the Committee’s plan for an All Day 
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Kindergarten Task Force with an implementation goal for the 2014-2015 academic year.  The initial 

draft was composed by Mrs. Brody and Mr. Guida as directed by Committee during the All Day 

Kindergarten discussion held at the June 20 School Committee meeting.  Dr. Dominguez noted that 

the current draft focuses more on Common Core State Standards and feels that the emphasis should 

be on the support of a full day kindergarten program and should include quotes from Dr. Shea and 

Mr. Messore.  Mr. Guida noted the importance of addressing the public perception of the adoption 

of the Common Core State Standards misrepresented at the Financial Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to have Mrs. Brody and Mr. Guida 

revise the current draft of the All Day Kindergarten Task Force press release to 

emphasize the Barrington initiative and include quotes as appropriate.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 
 

Dr. Shea led the discussion on establishing a date for a governance workshop.  Dr. Shea has spoken 

with the Hassenfeld Institute for Public Leadership at Bryant University to facilitate the workshop.  

Dr. Shea asked Committee members to email Mrs. Liz Levesque with their Saturday availability in 

the coming weeks. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointments of: 

 

Stephanie Bailey, HS, English 

Christopher Keller, MS, Social Studies/English, Grade 8 

Christine Lonergan, HM, Art 

Kristin Mitchell, HM, Grade 4 

Kara Scanlon, NA, Health/PE 

Sarah Schimansky, MS, Math  

 

The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the requests for home schooling for the named 

individuals.  The student names were not identified publicly.  The motion passed 4-0 

with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for 

the motion. 

 

Mr. Tarro reported that six sealed bid proposals were received, and three of those firms interviewed, 

for architect services for the Immediate Health & Safety Projects.  A memo and tabulation sheet 

was provided to the Committee by the Administration prior to the meeting.  It was recommended by 

the Administration to award the bid to the lowest, evaluated, qualified bidder, Thomas Lonardo and 
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Associates Architects Inc. of Cranston, RI for an amount not to exceed $162,000.  The Architect 

fees and projects will be funded from the School Improvement Capital Reserve Fund. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to award the Architect services for the 

Immediate Health & Safety Projects to Thomas Lonardo and Associates Architects 

Inc. of Cranston, RI for an amount not to exceed $162,000.  The motion passed 4-0 

with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for 

the motion.   
 

Mr. Tarro reported that three sealed bid proposals were received to replace the existing fence 

surrounding the Athletic Fields at Barrington High School.  A memo and tabulation sheet was 

provided to the Committee by the Administration prior to the meeting.  It was recommended by the 

Administration to award the bid to the lowest, evaluated, qualified bidder, United Fence Company, 

Inc. of Johnston, RI for an amount not to exceed $13,125. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to award the bid to replace the 

existing fence surrounding the Athletic Fields at Barrington High School to United 

Fence Company, Inc. of Johnston, RI for an amount not to exceed $13,125.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in 

the affirmative for the motion. 
  

Mr. Tarro reported that one sealed bid proposal was received for reconditioning of the Wrestling 

Mats at Barrington High School.  A memo and tabulation sheet was provided to the Committee by 

the Administration prior to the meeting.  It was recommended by the Administration to award the 

bid to the lowest, evaluated, qualified bidder, Resilite Sports Products of Stonington, CT for an 

amount not to exceed $19,117.98.  

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to award the bid for reconditioning 

of the Wrestling Mats at Barrington High School to Resilite Sports Products of 

Stonington, CT for an amount not to exceed $19,117.98.  The motion passed 4-0 with 

Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 
 

Mr. Tarro reported that three sealed bid proposals were received for Wireless PC to TV Devices.  A 

memo and tabulation sheet was provided to the Committee by the Administration prior to the 

meeting.  It was recommended by the Administration to award the bid to the lowest, evaluated, 

qualified bidder, B&H Photo-Video Corp of New York, NY to purchase 205 devices at a unit price 

of $117.60 for a total of $24,108.  The project is being funded from the Capital Reserve – 

Technology Fund. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to award the bid for 205 Wireless PC 

to TV Devices to B&H Photo-Video Corp of New York, NY at a unit price of $117.60 

for a total of $24,108.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
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New Business from School Committee 

 

Dr. Dominguez presented information on a parent enrichment initiative with which she is involved 

as an individual and not as a School Committee member.  As a result of feedback received from 

parents and in partnership with the Barrington Public Library, a series of community wide forums 

have been scheduled with experts from around Rhode Island.  The forums will focus on the well-

rounded development of early learners inside and outside the classroom and will be held on the first 

Mondays in March, April and May 2014 at the Barrington Public Library.   

 

Dr. Dominguez requested that the administration provide a summary of the district’s contracts for 

services; of particular interest is how Barrington spending compares with other school districts.  Mr. 

Messore and Mr. Tarro agreed to have the information available at the next School Committee 

meeting scheduled for August 19.   

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in 

the affirmative for the motion.   
 

Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Messore reported that Brenda Clark will be in district on August 19-20 and is scheduled to 

present to the School Committee on the evening of August 19. 

 

The first Committee meeting of the 2013-2014 academic year will be held on August 19 where the 

Committee will discuss the meeting schedule for the year.  

 

Mrs. Brody noted the need for the School Committee to schedule a meeting to conduct the 

Superintendent’s evaluation. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mr. John Alessandro, of 15 Meadowbrook Drive, with full disclosure that his father retired from the 

Barrington Public Schools as a custodian, asked that the Committee never privatize custodial 

services, noting the commitment and important role of the custodians in the students’ school day 

and the connections made between custodians and students. 

 

Mrs. Kathleen Gantz, of 19 Half Mile Road, feels strongly that the press release being established 

by the Committee is positive, noting the importance of the support for All Day Kindergarten. 

 

A moment of silence was observed for the late Guy Azza, a dedicated teacher and guidance 

counselor for the Barrington Public Schools for more than 30 years. 
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Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

8:17 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to R.I. General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(1) for Personnel; Section 42-46-5(a)(2) for Collective Bargaining and Litigation 

with NEAB, non-union personnel, and administrators; and Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for 

discussion regarding school buildings security issues.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 
 

Dr. Dominguez moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

8:27 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:28 

p.m.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


