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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, June 20, 2013 at the 

Administration Building.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  Present were Dr. Shea, 

Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Guida, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon and Mr. Tarro.  

Absent was Mr. Fuller. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Barrington Middle School Aqua Cluster students led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore recognized several achievements across the district. 

 

Barrington High School Senior Charlie Ionata is Rhode Island Gatorade Track and Field Player of 

the Year. 

 

Peter McFarland, Barrington Middle School Science Teacher and Science Department Chair, has 

been selected as District Teacher of the Year.  A standing ovation was given to Mr. McFarland who 

was present at the meeting. 

 

Barrington High School Junior Ryan Jerue has earned the distinction of National Technology 

Champion by the National Consumers League’s LifeSmarts program and was recently featured in 

the Providence Business News article Five Questions With: Ryan Jerue. 

 

Primrose Hill third graders Benjamin Grijalva and Kellan Lane received a letter of recognition from 

Barrington Chief of Police John LaCross and received a Barrington Police patch for their essays on 

the importance of recycling.  The essays will be displayed in the lobby of the police station.  

 

On June 14
th

, the Barrington High School Relay for Life raised $74,000 for the American Cancer 

Society.  The student-run Relay has been recognized as the top student-run Relay for Life in New 

England and was given the award for top Relay for Life per capita nationally.  As part of her Senior 

Project, Barrington High School Senior Molly Williams was the Event Chair. 

 

Rhode Island Secretary of State A. Ralph Mollis honored two Barrington High School Seniors, 

Molly Williams and Michael Miniati with his office’s 2013 Civic Leadership Awards. 

 

Through their collective efforts, the Barrington Middle School staff achieved the highest overall 

score in the state on the RIDE 21
st
 Century Skills Assessment through their efforts with technology, 

technology integration, and research and information skills. 

 

The Barrington High School Track and Field team competed at the New Balance Nationals on June 

15-16.  Junior Abby Livingston placed 16
th

 in the 800.  The 4x100 mile relay team members, Junior 

Mary Kate Coogan, Junior Juliana Portelli, Freshman Emma McMillan and Junior Megan Verner-



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 2 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 06/20/13 
Crist, placed fourth overall in the country.  Also members of the 4x800 meter relay team, Ms. 

McMillan, Ms. Portelli, Mr. Verner-Crist and Ms. Livingston, finished second in the country.  All 

five runners earned All American status.  Senior Charlie Ionata placed second in the Hammer 

Throw to become an All American. Sophomore Adam Kelly placed ninth in the country. 

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning 

 

Mr. Messore invited the Barrington Middle School’s Aqua Cluster to share their multimedia 

presentation about their recent field trip to Philadelphia.  Student field trips during the school year 

are approved through the office of the Director of Curriculum and Instruction and tie into the 

classroom curriculum.  Teachers Mrs. Mary Roberts, Mr. Peter McFarland and Ms. Jodi Meunier 

and their students provided a presentation which included a song with dance choreography, a 

reading of the preamble to the Constitution and digital pictures of the landmarks visited in 

Philadelphia.  Mr. Messore thanked the Aqua Cluster students for the tremendous turnout at 

tonight’s School Committee meeting and their parents for their continued support. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Barrington High School Principal Joe Hurley and Director of Guidance 

Toni Corry who provided an update on Naviance, the web-based planning and advising system used 

for career and college exploration.  Mr. Hurley and Mrs. Corry continue to strategize about how to 

optimize use of the Naviance system for students and parents.  Mrs. Brody requested that the 

district consider consultation with Westwood High School, Westwood, Massachusetts, about its 

robust Naviance curriculum.  Westwood High School was named a 2012 Exemplary High 

Performing National Blue Ribbon School and has a similar demographic to Barrington High 

School.  The presentation was followed by several questions from the Committee on data 

collection, use of Naviance in other school districts, and integration of use with the Common 

Application at the secondary level.  Mrs. Liana Cassar, member of the audience, asked if the 

Naviance system is a multi-year contract and how long the information is stored for future access.  

Mr. Hurley responded that the subscription is renewed on a yearly basis and information can be 

transferred to a new vendor. 

 

Mrs. Dillon led the presentation on the district’s summer learning program and virtual learning, 

providing information on the resources available to students and parents through the district website 

and through information sent home to parents with end of year student progress reports.  A new 

addition to the summer learning program is TenMarks, a free online math program for students to 

practice and master math concepts aligned to the Common Core State Standards.  The virtual 

summer school program will be offered through Edgenuity and will provide up to 95 courses.  Mrs. 

Dillon provided an overview of the virtual learning options used in 2012 and those planned for 

enrichment, extension and intervention in student learning in 2013 .  Discussion ensued on student 

summer assignments, tracking of student performance and the academic role of virtual learning. 

  

Mr. Messore presented an update on the Educator Evaluation model, providing an overview of the 

classroom observation process and timeline, as well as an overview of the Rhode Island growth 
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model rating and evaluation criteria.  Implementation of a differentiated evaluation component for 

certified staff will begin in the 2013-2014 academic year and the evaluation of all certified staff will 

be tied to the same process.  While continuing to remain rigorous, goals for the district will be 

reviewed to define and support attainable and realistic expectations. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mrs. Kathy Crain expressed her frustration that kindergarten students will receive one less hour of 

curriculum instruction with the Common Core State Standards next year with a half day program.  

Mrs. Crain questioned whether the district was meeting the Rhode Island Department of Education 

and School Committee-adopted Basic Education Plan (BEP), providing equitable funding for all 

students.  

 

Mrs. Cozette Cuppett requested more information about the status of the purposeful abandonment 

program discussed at the last School Committee meeting and the potential to identify programs that 

could be eliminated to finance the all day kindergarten program in the upcoming academic year.  

She requested clarification relative to curricula adjustments for the Common Core State Standards 

that would be necessary in a half day kindergarten program.   

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Tarro provided a brief update on the budget which is available on the district website for 

review.  One of the current items being monitored for year to date budget forecast to actual data is 

out of district placement costs. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Dr. Shea led the lengthy discussion on All Day Kindergarten.  He reiterated the Committee’s 

majority position that moving forward with the all day program this fall was not feasible due to the 

negative impact on existing programs, and expressed the need to begin planning for the possible 

implementation in January or Fall of 2014 as well as setting supports in place for this incoming 

cohort of students.  Mr. Messore and Mrs. Dillon are working to define and ensure consistency in 

the use of instructional time for delivery of the Common Core State Standards curricula at every K-

3 school. Consistency in delivery of the Common Core State Standards curricula will ensure that 

there are no major learning gaps as students exit Kindergarten in 2014.  Mr. Messore noted that it is 

important to include incorporation of the standards with captured time, to mobilize and recreate 

opportunities for additional student support and to continue to provide special subjects and 

opportunities for social interaction for kindergarten students.  Literacy coaches and teaching 

assistants in every building will provide support for the consistent compacted schedule and 

volunteers will be trained to support curricula needs.  Mr. Guida expressed his continued concern 

over the public’s perception and misinformation brought forth at the Financial Town Meeting 

relative to the adoption of the Common Core State Standards..  Mr. Guida noted that the Common 

Core State Standards are intended to identify the best standards and although he feels the incoming 

cohort will be shorted, he believes the central office administration is doing a great job with the 
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resources available at this time.  Mr. Messore proposed the creation of a multidisciplinary task 

force, to include kindergarten teachers and principals, central office administrators, special services, 

transportation representatives, and parents, to review all feasibility options for implementation of an 

All Day Kindergarten program.  Following discussion, 

 

Mr. Guida and Mrs. Brody seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent to establish a task force to review all feasibility options for 

implementation of All Day Kindergarten and report back to the School Committee 

with a standing meeting agenda item up until and after the next Financial Town 

Meeting.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Dr. Dominguez expressed her interest in an initiative to explore enrichment opportunities for 

kindergarten students.  Mrs. Brody proposed that this topic be added to a future agenda to provide 

the entire School Committee with the opportunity to learn about the proposal.  Mr. Guida requested 

that the document including the Common Core State Standards Initiative K-12 Standards 

Development Teams be posted on the district website. 

 

Ms. Amy Morton, of Waseca Avenue, asked if a sample of the curriculum for kindergarten could be 

made available to parents and if there is a back-up plan in the event it is realized mid-year that the 

current plan is not working in the best interests of students.  Mrs. Dillon noted that the curriculum 

will be made public. Mr. Messore stated that the task force will have continuous feedback from the 

kindergarten teachers to provide continuous improvement. 

 

Ms. Emily Connor, of 27 County Road, inquired as to the difference for kindergarten students 

between current assessments and timelines and those associated with the Common Core State 

Standards.  Mrs. Dillon provided information on the assessments and AIMSweb, an assessment 

system used for benchmarks. 

 

Mrs. Karen Igoe, of 3 Knapton Street, a parent and early childhood educator, expressed her concern 

that the implementation of an All Day Kindergarten program in January might warrant a change in 

teachers for kindergarten students half way through the academic year.  Mrs. Igoe is concerned 

about the negative impact of a potential disruption in learning for the students, noted that this factor 

might impact the level of parental support and requested that the district be proactive with 

communication to ensure that all kindergarten parents are aware of the comprehensive impact of a 

January implementation timeline.   

 

Dr. Dominguez provided an update on the Technology Subcommittee.  Subgroups to address best 

practice with 1:1 and Bring Your Own Device have been formed and will meet throughout the 

summer.  The subcommittee is scheduled to next meet in September. 

 

The Strategic Communication Subcommittee will continue its work with the district communication 

plan over the summer, utilizing technology resources to work through the collaborative website. 
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In the absence of Mr. Fuller, the Committee agreed to postpone the Norms and Standards 

discussion to the next meeting when all members are present to address the agenda item. 

 

The Committee reported on the workshop held on June 4 with Brenda Clark.  As defined  in year 

one of the Strategic Plan, the Committee is in the process of establishing goals and outcomes, 

aligning district to school to classroom achievement and learning goals,  and establishing metrics to 

measure success.  Brenda Clark, senior Baldrige examiner and former Associate Superintendent for 

Learning with Iredell-Statesville Schools when that district received the Baldrige Award for 

Performance Excellence in Education in 2008, visited our district on June 4 to speak about the 

systemic approach to continued improvement.  The Committee discussed purposeful abandonment 

as an opportunity to incorporate a systems approach with process management in research based 

best practice.  Mr. Messore noted that a bid is due on June 25 for educational leadership consultant 

services to assist in implementation of the Lead, Educate, and Promote the Profession (LEAPP) 

grant award by RIDE. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Diane Burke, Barrington High 

School Varsity Girls Tennis Head Coach.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for leave of absence for Jodi Meunier, 

Barrington Middle School Grade 6 Math Teacher.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the resignations of Catherine Burgess, Hampden 

Meadows School Grade 4 Teacher and Lindsay Wengloski, Barrington High School 

Social Studies Teacher.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

When asked by Mr. Connor if Ms. Wengloski would remain in her role as the High School’s 

Debate and Speech Team Advisor, Mr. Messore noted that Ms. Wengloski may be and that she had 

expressed an interest in continuing to serve in that role. 

 

Mr. Tarro provided a brief update on the Building Committee, noting that a bid for architect 

services for the immediate health and safety project is due on July 11. 

 

Following discussion on the district’s current food service program and review of the memo 

distributed by Mr. Tarro, 
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Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the transfer of a total 

amount not to exceed $60,471 from the operating account to the Food Service account 

to cover the FY12 actual shortage and FY13 estimated shortage.  The motion passed 4-

0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative 

for the motion. 

 

Following discussion on the FY14 Food Service management company renewal agreement, and 

review of the memo distributed by Mr. Tarro, 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to confirm the FY14 renewal contract 

with Chartwells to operate the district food service program.  The motion passed 4-0 

with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for 

the motion. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

The Committee agreed to waive the second reading of the policy on Technology Resources 

Responsible Use and move forward with a motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to waive the requirement for the second 

reading for the policy on Technology Resources Responsible Use.  The motion passed 

4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adopt the policy on Technology 

Resources Responsible Use.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in 

the affirmative for the motion.   
 

Mrs. Brody commended Mrs. Levesque for the tremendous job that she is doing in providing 

accurate and succinct records of School Committee meeting minutes.  Mrs. Brody noted that recent 

meetings have presented a challenge relative to incorporating correct information given the number 

of comments from members of the public and the wide range of topics on the agenda.  The level of 

expertise exhibited in the minutes reflect Mrs. Levesque’s proficiency and dedication to her 

profession.  The Committee concurred with Mrs. Brody’s commendation and thanked Mrs. 

Levesque for her contributions to the district.   

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
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Mr. Messore noted that the bid for educational leadership consultant services is due on June 25 and 

the technology bid for computers is due on July 2.  Both bids will require a special meeting of the 

School Committee for approval.  Discussion ensued on holding a special meeting on the morning of 

July 3.  Mr. Tarro stated that the bid deadline for architect services for the immediate health and 

safety project is July 11 which will be approved by the School Committee at a later date.   

 

Mr. Messore suggested a meeting over the summer for follow up on the Strategic Plan. 

 

Mrs. Brody requested a discussion to establish a date for a governance workshop over the summer.  

Dr. Dominguez asked if part of that workshop the Committee can reflect on the new structure for 

the teacher contract deliberations.   

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:58 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to R.I. General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(1) for Personnel; Section 42-46-5(a)(2) for Collective Bargaining and Litigation 

with NEAB, non-union personnel, and administrators; and Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for 

discussion regarding school buildings security issues.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

11:17 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Guida voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

11:18 p.m.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


